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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 
6) wy we iy Obes 


The book before you is a masterpiece. It is a collection of in-depth 
research and fulfills a great need. Upon meeting the author during 
his visit to South Africa, I was told that it was written in order to 
clarify the belief regarding Hadrat Mahdi “#2, since seeing that a 
lot of incorrect information is easily available on the internet and 
through other sources. Many have fallen and many are falling into 
believing many strange things regarding Hadrat Mahdi #s. 

In order to increase the readership and popularity of this 
book, I have tried to the best of my ability to translate simply and 
make the book as reader friendly as possible. For this reason, 
certain places have not been translated word-for-word ; rather the 
intended meaning has been presented. Many Urdu and Arabic 
words cannot be translated. These have been explained in the 
footnotes. Similarly, we have presented an explanation or 
definition of the technical words throughout the book. (The 
author personally granted me permission to do this.) In addition, 
we have made certain minor additions in the text to ease the flow 
of language. Footnotes added by the translator or additions in the 
text have been indicated by the sign [T]], i.e. translator. May Allah 
3%, in His infinite mercy and grace accept this translation and 
make it a means of success and salvation. Amin 


Abdullah Moolla 
Madrasah ‘Arabia Islamia, Azaadville 
19 Shawwal 1431, 28 September 2010 





FOREWORD 
Maulana Aba Bakr Ghazipiri damat barakatuhu 
Editor of the Monthly Zam Zam 


Maulana Mufti Mahmtid Hafizji is a capable, aaa 
; i Or 
has great enthusiasm 
raduate and teacher. He 
awed and his gaze is focused on the delicate matters of wi 
’ . . 
time. Refuting the deviated sects is his specialty. He believes it his 
responsibility to defend truth and he fulfils it too. Aer 
Let alone the masses, very few among the e ee << 
correct information with regards to Hadrat’ Ma oS 
Understanding the pressing need, Mufti sheet a aes a 
i i i bout Hadrat os, = 
thentic and verifiable information a ; 
are is one of the signs of Qiyamah. This enthusiasm and fervour 
i i fore you. 
ted him to compile the book be 
ae praise is due to Allah for Mufti Mahmid has sngcets a 
lot of information about Hadrat Mahdi in sas Sash oo nd 
the masses are unaware of this. Allah willing, Sg boo 
to add to their knowledge. May Allah accept his effort. 


Muhammad Aba Bakr Ghazipari 


a 


i nabi, a 
' Hadrat is an Urdu term used before the name of a luminary, whether a 


a scholar or pious person. It 1S translated as dignified’, superlor , etc. It has 


and 1S used thr oughout this 


sahabi, 
been left untranslate i oe 
person it refers to. It is used mainly in Urdu works 


book as well. - (T] 
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FOREWORD 
Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdul ‘Alim Faragi Lakhnawi damat 
barakatuhu, Son of Imam Ahl us Sunnah 


Muslims believe in the appearance of Mahdi 
Ahdadith and Atha? narrated in this tegard. The s 
sae - reality which is not hidden from the 
Oday, opinions are expressed j i 
this belief and accepted BREE This Nosh depts as 
cannot be regarded as service unto din = 
The honourable Hadrat Maulana Mufti Mahmtd Bardoli 
(May Allah protect him) has clarified this matter with t 
cantion in the book before you. This service unto knowled. : ee 
din 1s worthy of appreciation. There will be great benefit e th 
ulema’ and the masses in the study of this book. * + 


We make du a’ that Allah kee 
ps the honourable Mufti 
and may He bless him with more divine abili : ™. 


based upon the 
cholars of before 
scholarly class. 


‘Abdul ‘Alim Fardgi 
23 September 2004 


2 
P oe 
lural of Athar, Majority of the scholars of Hadith define Athar as 'that which is 


n 7 : 
auaer} froin perce 3, or the sahabah % or the tabi in, whether in marfi ‘or 
qJ Jorm. According to the jurists of Khurasan, Athar only refers to mauquf 


narrations. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith i 
p.38] (The definiti f 

wil be presented in the ensuing footnotes.) - [T] gr ps 
Translated as ‘religion’. Islam encourages ho 


I herefor e, when discussin relj ous matters, 
g ul ? 


nour and respect for every part of it, 
the Arabic word is used most of the 
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FOREWORD 
Mufti Ahmad Khanpari damat barakatuhu 
Head Mufti of Jamia Dabhel 


None is aware of the actual time of occurrence of Qiydmah except 
Allah 4§. It is narrated in Hadith e Jibril* that Hadrat Jibril #5) 
asked Nabi 3%, "When will Qiyamah occur?" Nabi 38 replied, "The 
questioned about it is no more knowledgeable than the 
questioner." 

The meaning of this is that 1 am unaware of the correct time 
just as you are. However, there are various signs of Qiydémah that 
have been explained in the Qur'an and Hadith. These have been 
classified into two categories by the ulema’, namely, aldmdat e 
sughra (the minor signs) and aldmdat e kubrd (the major signs). 
The appearance of the Mahdi is explained to be the first of the 
major signs. 

In Arabic, Mahdi refers to someone who is guided. 
Considering this meaning, there has been many and will be many 
who would be titled Mahdi. The Mahdi that is discussed 
concerning Qiydmah is a special individual. A lot of detail about 
this Mahdi is found in different Ahadith. Consequently, scholars 
have been lifting their pens, writing about this promised Mahdi 
from a long time already. As Qiyamah approaches and Muslims 
on an international level undergo different tests and calamities, 

naturally, the desire for the promised Mahdi increases. Taking this 
internal condition and fervour of the Muslims into consideration, 


' Hadith e Jibril is a lengthy Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim and other Hadith 
collections. It details an incident that took place towards the end of the life of 
Rasdlullah 38 in which Hadrat Jibril =} came to Rasdlullah 38 in the form of a man 
and posed various questions about Islam, iman, ihsan and Qiyamah. —[T] 
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many people spread baseless theories abo 
promised Mahdi. It is necessary in these conditions to inform th 
people of the authentic narrations regarding the'promised Mahdi. 
. Consequently, Mufti Mahmid Bardoli (May Allah ode 
him) has prepared this treatise after studying the Ahadith and the 
commentaries thereof, as well as the previous books [written 
(T)] on this subject. Allah willing, it will be of benefit, and oh 


hope that it will t : 
sips Prove to be a guide. May Allah greatly accept this 


ut the appearance of the 


Dictated by: 
(Mufti) Ahmad Khanpari 
6 Dhu al Qa‘dah 1427 







AUTHOR'S PREFACE 


Qiydmah is a certainty. However, we have not been informed of a 
specific date concerning its occurrence. Nevertheless, special 
signs of it have been explained clearly in the Qur'an and Hadith. A 
major sign from amongst these is the appearance of Hadrat 
Mahdi -4s. A number of Muslims are desirous of the appearance 
of the Mahdi considering the conditions that the Muslim ummah 
faces today. ‘Allamah Safarini a4, states: 


QFN ASL ccd LY! gles Of Lgl ey poled! SLI 5+ sl 


(gl 1 hV cot gl) sgl toe 


The appearance of the Imam to be followed, Leader of Imams, 
Muhammad Mahdi is the first sign from the major ones (close to 
Qiydmah). 

Also, the appearance of the Mahdi is a reality that there is no 
reason to deny it. Approximately five years ago, the members of 
the consultation committee of Jamia Islamia Talim ud Din, 
Dabhel/Simlak decided to establish a department that would 
specialize in refuting the deviated sects. The changed name of this 
department is 'Tahaffuz e Shari ah'> The subject of ‘Ihtisdb e 
Qéadiydniyyat® fell to the lot of the author as part of this 
department. From amongst the various claims made by Mirza 
Qadiy4ni is the claim of being the Mahdi and Masih. When I 


’ Protection of the Shari ah' 
* ‘Scrutiny of Qadiyanism' 
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made the students of Hadith write the following subject matter 
(backed by proof): 

‘Leave out Masih and Mahdi, Mirza can never be a respected 
human being. Also, none of the descriptions of Mahdi that are 
explained in the Ahadith fit Mirza Qdadiyani in any way 
whatsoever.’, it came across my heart that the subject matter 
related to the Mahdi should be collected separately and be 
presented to the ummah. With this purpose in mind, an effort was 
made to collect all the authentic and established information 
about the Mahdi. At the same time, 'weak' information would be 
alluded to. 

Much incorrect information has become famous and 
common right into our circles. For example, there will be an 
announcement from the sky when the Mahdi appears and there 
will be an eclipse in the month of Ramadan. Effort has been made 
to provide authentic guidance about this as well. References from 
the books I have benefited from have also been provided. 

Concerning the Ahadith on this subject, some people have 
said, ‘All the clear Ahadith with regards to Mahdi are not 
authentic, and those that are authentic are not clear.’ Maulana 
‘Abdur Rahman Bawa — an active member of 'Alami Majlis 
Tahaffuz e Khatm e Nubuwwah', London — gifted ' Agida Zuhir e 

Mahdi Ahddith ki Roshni me' of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
Shahid 3%: to me. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi a: had 
collected approximately fifty Ahadith on this subject in this book. 
He went to great lengths in the explanation of the narrators of 
each Hadith. By means of this, the baseless reality of these 
statements became clear. The famous research scholar, Mufti 
Muhammad Tagi ‘Uthmani greatly praised this book in an article 
published in ‘Al Balagh’ (written upon the martyrdom of Mufti 
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Nizam ud Din Shamzi).The author (Mufti ee 
* m benefit from this book concerning the Ahadi ee 
ibid I have provided the names and references of the Aha 
me ry  cacntiiiik of the scholars of Hadith that are 
pe Fe Once the manuscript of this book was gree 
tthe it see my affectionate mentors, Hadrat Sean ats 
Ghasiptri and Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd a Alim hs ne a ye 
less them in their lives). a ee sre ; bet qe 
well. Mufti Rashid Ahmad ark i, Tle 
4 ba Lalat, Shaykh Talha Minyar Makki and my 
apt aos pee Khanpiri also improved es at me 
My second affectionate mentor, Maulana Mufti " ey 
lso read the manuscript and wrote a fORON pps 
‘ ulana Hafiz Qari Al Hj Faragi Bambawi 56 strove cab 
3 in the preparation of this book. May Allah ae rewar 
= st eh the Ahadith quoted here has been 
slaced at ie end of the book. (This has been left A “1 oa 
Ssadatien) _ [T] This is to facilitate more researc a 
subject: Finally, I place my scholarly weakness and my se 
scales of the Urdu eet = the Ripe eth es : 
i found. It is hope 
Gee spe are they can be corrected in future editions. 
i Allah save me from the evil of my shallow intentions 
and ERAS and may He bless this book with acceptance. 


Mahmid bin Maulana Sulayman Hafizji Bardoli am 
Jami‘a Islamia Ta'lim ud Din, Dabhel/Simlak, Gujara 
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op 
QIYAMAH AND THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH 


The advent of Qiydmah is a certainty. Many people throughout 
the world believe and accept the concept of Qiyamah in ae 
form or the other. For us Muslims, the advent of Qiydmah is a 
very important belief from amongst the foundational beliefs 
However, knowledge of the specific time at which Qiyamah will 
come to pass lies solely with Allah 3. In Sarah Lugmdn Allah 3 


states, 


2, 8 


wt een sy. £6 
AslSI cle odie ail O| 


Verily the knowledge of (when) Qiydmah (will come) is only with 
Allah. [Stirah Lugman 31:34] 


In Sirah al A raf (the High Wall), Allah 4€ states, 


ebeyys ASy Sot, pet evar ther 
Wes tGl2Y Gide Bk A Puy se 2 GIL 


Ay 


3 


Loa 


They ask you (O Muhammad #) about Qiyamah, when will it 
occur? Say, "The knowledge of this is with my Rabb (only Allah 
knows when it will occur). Only He will make it appear in its time. 
[Sarah al A raf (the High Wall) 7: 187] 

The Quraysh of Makkah Mukarramah used to ask 
Rasilullah 3 concerning Qiyamah, sometimes using family ties 
(as a pretext to get a convincing reply), and sometimes using the 
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question of Qiyamah as a yardstick of his nubuwwah. They asked, 


"If you are truly a messenger, then why do you not inform us of 
which year and which date will Qiyamah occur?" However, every 
time they received the same reply that, the knowledge of it lies 
solely with my Rabb. No angel or messenger was given knowledge 
about it. Ibn Kathir 24. writes in clarification of this, 


iF Bi) SI gare peg aye oe GEL ge deol Ys CAs) Lele rad | 
E/EXO 2S ph peal. Creal Le Leds ple cll 543 + Jos 


"he knowledge of Qiyaémah lies not with you, nor with any of the 
creation. The knowledge of it is with Allah. He alone is aware of it 
and its precise time.” 

The Noble Qur'an has explained this reality with just this 
much clarity. Despite this, many people involve themselves in 
researcking the time of the advent of Qiyamah. They mix Isra'ili® 
and other narrations, and spend their entire worldly existence in 
the futile effort of researching and specifying the time of Qiyamah. 

his is useless and to no avail. Allah 4% further admonished such 
people, 


(It) will appear suddenly. [Sirah al A raf (the High Wall) 7: 187] 





‘Tafsir Ibn Kathir vol.4 p.425 
“In the exegesis of certain Qur'anic verses we find statements of Jews and 
 hristians regarding their history and explanation of certain events. We have been 
\mmanded by Rasdilullah 38 not to verify them or to belie them, but to believe in 
what Allah 42 and His Messenger % have told us. - (T] 
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It will come upon you in such a ma 
. nner that none will h 
the slightest thought of it. "s 


CY: SLi ley ale dbl bre dtl I py oF ae ail 6258p Ul ge 
Iya LSI Lal y cal Lac Lye ee cee gael les > de 
Lele SS ot fd oe Coal 955 J Lele] Lt ety Y HLS «Oya 
Vig Shak 5 ge lay OMe SI Ly RL egy. Lt 
bdo, Wb acme pb foe Nb pathy MeL oye git y « ail ghey 
C99 Bs ELS ope ply ad hay Mh due gm Lal gay Kell ope yay 


VAY 65 jel come « pondas Mi 45 I} als 


Hadrat Abi Hurayrah - narrates that Rasilullah # said 
Qiyamah will not occur until the sun rises from the west. When the 
sun rises from the west and the people will see it, they will all believe 
However, it will be that time in which the belief (iman) of none will be 
accepted. Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that two people 
will be involved in the sale of material. They will not be at te 
complete the transaction nor will they be able to fold the material 
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will take u 
his utensil of his animal's milk but he will not be able to drink : 
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will be 
cleaning his pond for water but he will not be able to use it. Qiy4mah 
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will come upon you so suddenly that a person will lift up a morsel to 
vat but he will not be able to eat it.” 

In summary, the knowledge of the precise moment of 
Qiydmah lies with Allah 4 alone. However, Allah 32 has informed 
us of many signs through His truthful messenger. Our belief is 
that the word of Allah 4% is definite, and whatever Allah 3@ has 
informed us will undoubtedly happen. This system of the 
universe is subservient to the command of Allah 38. It is for this 
reason that before Qiyamah, the world will change according to 
what we have been told in the Qur'an and Hadith. Allah 3¢ states, 

alos fy 
There is nothing that can change the words (decrees and promises) of 
Allah. [Sarah Yinus 10:64] 

Therefore, the occurrence of all the signs of Qiyamah that 
have been explained is definite. Many of them have already 
happened. Some are happening and many others will occur on 
their respective times. 

{t must be noted that information with regards to the signs 
of Qiyamah is found in the books of Hadith under the chapter, 
‘Kitab al Fitan wa Ashratus Sd a’. They should be referenced. ‘An 
Nihayah' (with marginal notes and cross references) of Ibn Kathir 
is available in Arabic. Similarly, ‘Al Isha a li Ashrat As Saa’ of 
Sayyed Ahmad (in Arabic) is at our disposal. We should also 
study 'Asr e Hédir Hadith e Nabawi ki Roshni me’ and 'Alamate - 

Qiydmat' of Shah Rafi’ ud Din Dehlawi, both in Urdu. 


' Sahth al Bukhari vol.2 p.963 
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THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH 


There are two types of signs that are explained in the Qur'an and 
Hadith: 

1. Aldmdt e Sughra (The Minor Signs) 

2. Aldmate Kubré (The Major Signs) 


1. Aldmat e Sughra (The Minor Signs) 

They can also be called Aldaméat e Ba ida (The Far Signs). These 

signs will appear before Qiydmah, but it is not necessary that after 

their appearance Qiydémah will occur soon thereafter. 

2. Alamat e Kubra (The Major Signs) 

They can also be called Aldmdt e Qariba (The Close Signs). 
These signs will appear close to the advent of Qiyamah in conflict 
with normal occurrences. It will become clear upon witnessing 
these signs that Qiydmah is not far away.'® The emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi»: is from among the major signs of this second 
type. 

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi is a definite certainty. 

His « emergence will be a cause for advancement and prosperity 
in the Muslim ummah. He will fulfill major tasks after his 
emergence. They include the protection of din, the spreading of 
din, the restoration of din and the revival of din. The ummah 
would have been involved in these activities from before, but due 
to the prevalent conditions, weakness would have set in. He # 
will serve to remove this weakness, set these particular tasks in 
motion, and take them forward. 





° As understood from Fath al Bari vol.11 p.428 





THE PROTECTION OF DIN 


‘he purpose of creating this world is to recognive Allah, PN 
upon those things that please Him, and attain eget in = 
world as well as the hereafter by means of it. Allah 3 ee 
number of messengers to this world in order to as re x! 
purpose. Every messenger conveyed the message is ee i fe) 
His servants in their respective eras. They left this world alter 
ulfilli i ies. 
ger sere were given to the messengers of ee 
applied to certain times and certain places only. Finally, ‘ “2 : 
sent the final messenger, Hadrat Muhammad 3. The in ; 
Allah 4% sent with His final messenger is a comprehensive mode 
of action, a complete law of life and a din never to be abrogated. 
Once the Qur'an has been declared to be me final minasake 
of Allah 8%, then the demand of its eternity and aniversality ; iar 
it remain protected so that every man and jinn caged ahi 
Qiyamah can derive benefit from it. For this Fearon peek : 
taken up the responsibility of protecting the Qur'an. 
explains thus, Maes 82-8 ig Nataseen 
6 ba ID Uy Sa Op tS Ul 
Without doubt only We have revealed the Reminder (the Qur'an ) 
and (by various means) We shall certainly be its protectors ( sar 
that it remains unchanged throughout time). [Sarah al Hijr 1 5:9 
‘Qur'an’ refers not only to the words. Rather, it implies both 
woid and meaning. Due to this, the promise ie protection on 
every form of alteration and its responsibility stance 2 ve 
ieaning and subject matter ofthe Qur'an just as it does for the 
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words, By protection, both knowledge and practice is meant. 
Correct practice will remain protected just as correct knowledge 
will remain protected. This is among the specialties of only the 
Qur'an. The responsibility of protecting the other heavenly books 
was given over to those upon whom it was revealed, Allah 3 
states with regard to this, 


AiG MEI ASS ds yi ghast 
Because they were instructed to preserve Allah's book and they were 

witnesses to it. [Sirah al Md'idah (the Set Table) 5:44] 

As long as the ahbdr' fulfilled their responsibility of 
protecting the Taurdh, the Tauréh remained protected. Once it 
fell into the hands of those who worshipped the world, it was 
interpolated and destroyed. 

The summary of this discussion is that the words, meanings, 
and purport of the Qur'an is divinely protected. It will not be 
deleted by anybody's deletion, it will not be suppressed by 
anybody's suppression, it will not become worthless on the basis 
of somebody's objections, and its call will not be stopped by 
anybody trying to stop it. 

Due to the grace of Allah 4, there will always be a vast 
group of people in every era that will be practicing upon the 
shari ah. They will become embodiments of this formidable din 
and will fulfill the task of its protection and spread in every era. 


———————— 
' A title of the Jewish scholars, also used in the Qur'an. —[T] 
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The following Hadith explains this, 
6 ILE gl dL S ope ee ps Ve ah ol 55 cel oye dale JI Y 
There will always remain a group from amongst my ummah who will 
be established upon the command of Allah. They will not be haroned 
by those who abandon them, or by those who are against them. This 


group will remain such until the command of Allah happens.’” 
Another narration states as follows, 


98 em Ade oe ee pas Ve GU be guy pate gal pe dsl IBY 
VEY cde i eale . dell 
‘here will always be a group from my ummah that will be aided upon 


the truth. Those who abandon them will not harm them. (This) will 


remain until Qiyamah.”° 
Therefore, there will always be a group from this wri 
who will strive to raise the truth, and the leader of this group in its 


particular time will be Hadrat Mahdi #s. 


Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.143 
‘ {Ami’ at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.-43 
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OVER WHAT TYPE OF PEOPLE WILL QIYAMAH 
TAKE PLACE AND THE RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO TYPES OF AHADITH 

PERTAINING TO IT 


We come to understand from the two narrations above that there 
will always be a group of the Pious servants of Allah until 
Qiydmah, and they will be occupied in the great objective of 
raising the word of Allah @&, However, a narration of Sahih 
Muslim states the following, 

dal 2 NI GUbY 2 cL 
Qiyamah will not happen until ‘Allah, Allah’ will not be said on 
earth. 
Similarly, 


Qiyamah will not happen upon any person who says, ‘Allah, Allah’. 
And, 
VON dele cyl. old 13 fe Vi delays V, 


Qiydmah will not happen except upon the worst of people.'* 

From these narrations, we come to understand that 
Qtyaémah will happen upon the worst of people. Pious people will 
not be in existence at that time. 

The apparent contradiction between the two types of 
narrations can be explained in this way that words like ‘until the 
Day of Qiydémah' and ‘until Qiyamah happens’ does not refer to 
the Day of Qiydmah per se. It refers to a major sign of Qiydémah, 





* Sunan Ibn Majah p.302 
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the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa #4!. If this meaning is ppiscplen 
ie. a ; = 
then we come to know that this group will always remain = = te 
‘Tsa #8). After the descent of Ha 
til the descent of Hadrat = 3 
‘ea 48), these people will gradually pass away and Qiydmah will 
Sa he, 


happen upon the worst of people." 


KHILAFAH 


SUG 2 ILS ate ail go yes Sam : JU dil am 5 Ole op em OF 
Lapel seas pl GOIN: ployee 
nae ABE g JU gS Ss gE Had Bee JIG od «US 
au tne yl abe ge DLE daa IU gS Olt WIE 
Ah ply U "pad LACM dee tel gd) as 

VEN she pl ele. Spl 4 oe Syl or fh 


. ” * idee 

It is narrated from Sa id bin Jamhan as, that he said, Si “4 
narrated to me. He said, "Rastilullah % said, Khildfah wil pennies 
be ummah for thirty years. After that, there will be Hea eee 

i * iod of the khilafah of Aba Bakr, 
4 then said to me, "Calculate the perio en 
then the khilafah of Umar, Uthman and Ali." We sete ' he 
thirty years. I then said to Safina, "The Banu Umayyah claim 


——— 


'\ Refer to Nawadir al Figh vol.1 p.132-133 for further clarification 
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khilafah lies with them'®.” Safina # replied, “Bani Zurqd has lied. 


They are the worst of kings.""” 


Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi .#:, writes in the 
commentary of this Hadith, 


Kn | Ky bleh pu Lode gai 2 li) de Ml BI: I 
be stly>s WPF (5 AS OS gS oth gms pling debe ail Lo Sl 
VAN PV pou aot dias VEN ha pli ale 


The prized khildfah is the one that is established by those who 


attested to Islam by way of action, and those wh 
’ o firml 
the Sunnah.'® y held onto 


Hadrat Umar # states that Rastilullah # said, "There will be 


nubuwwah and mercy for a specific time. Then there will be khilafah 
and mercy for a specific time." 


The words, 'Khiléfah upon the nature of nubuwwah' appear in 
other narrations.”” 

Hadrat Muhammad % is the final messenger of Allah 3& 
There is no messenger to come after him. By fulfilling the 
objective of his prophet hood (recital of the verses, purification of 
the self, and teaching of the Qur'an and Sunnah) in his lifetime, 


'° Meaning that the khildfah runs only in their family 
'7 Jami’ at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46 
18 ‘ 
bie on notes of Al Kaukab Ad Durri vol,2 p.55, Marginal notes of Jami’ at 
Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46, Majma’ Bihar al Anwar vol.2 p.92 
'? Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.520, Hadith 8459 
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Rasdlullah 3¢ presented a comprehensive din and honourable 
society before mankind. Together with this, he established an 
equitable and just governmental system that was in accordance to 
the pleasure of Allah 4. The personality of Rasdlullah 3 enabled 
him to stand at the head of both Imdmat e Sughra (leading the 
salah) and Imaémat e Kubra (government). The system of 
yovernment established by Rasdlullah 3 in accordance to divine 
revelation cannot be found in any other era. 

This system of government remained in the world after the 
demise of Rasdlullah #. This system is referred to as 'Khilafah’. 
‘The person at the head of this system is known as the '‘Khalifah’. 
In reality, Khilafah is that system that is in total compliance to the 
teachings of nubuwwah, it has all the characteristics of the system 
laid down by Rastlullah 3%, and it runs according to the way 
shown in the era of Rasilullah 3. 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi .#, defines 
Khilafah: 

‘Khildfah is that general leadership that revives religious 
knowledge (teaching of Qur'an and Hadith, lecturing and advice) 
using means of propagation. It establishes the fundamental 
components of Islam (like the five times daily salah, jumu ah and 
the imamat thereof, collection and distribution of zakdh, 
appointment of amilin, giving 0: accepting testimony of the 
Ramadan crescent, the laws of Ramadan and fd that follow, the 
arrangements for Hajj etc). (‘The khalifah) should personally (as 
the representative of Rasdlullah 42) enact jihad and all related 
matters, fulfill the responsibilities of court, establish hudtd (mete 
ont sentences for crimes, murders, false accusations etc. - [T]), 
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destroy oppression and command the good and forbid evil. 
(Actively) fulfilling these duties is called Khilafah.* 
Imam Ahl us Sunnah Maulana ‘Abd ush Shakir Lakhnawi 

aHz, states with regards to Khilafah, 
'Khilafah means representative. The person who sits in as a 
deputy and fulfills his role is called a khalifah. In the terminology 
of the shari ah, Khilafah refers to that kingdom that exists for the 
‘establishment of the din of Rasilullah 3 and enforces the laws of 
din.’ 

It is known from the above that rule is necessary for khildfah, 
such rule that has the capacity to serve as the representative of 
Rasdlullah %. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE KHILAFAH 


It was very important and necessary that the khilafah and khalifah 
remained in this ummah. The importance of this fact can be 
realized from this that the delay in burial of Rasdlullah % after his 
demise was because of appointing the khalifah. The shrouding 
and burial of Rasilullah 3 only started once Hadrat Aba Bakr 
was appointed the khalifah by the consensus of the sahabah -%. 
This was done in the light of the clear indications (by speech and 
action) of Rasdlullah 3. 
Hadrat Shah Waliullah 32. explains concerning this, 

‘The attention of the sahabah was directed to the appointment 
of the khalifah before the burial of Rasilullah 3%. Therefore, we 
learn that if the sahabah # did not know of the compulsion of 
appointing the khalifah in the light of shariah, (and of the 


9 T24latil Khifa’ vol.1 p.19 
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prohibition of delaying it), then they would have definitely not 
given preference to it over the burial of Rasdlullah 4." 

He #: also states, 
‘It is fard e kifayah upon the Muslims to appoint such a khalffah 
that is an embodiment of the conditions of khildfah, and it will 


remain fard until Qiyamah.” 


KHALIFAH 


A khalifah is the true representative of Rastlullah 38. He is 
embellished with prophetic knowledge and qualities. He alist has 
complete understanding of the Qur'an and Hadith and is an 
embodiment of the Sunnah. His heart should be filled with 
concern for humanity just like Nabi %. It is necessary that the 
khalifah be a Muslim, male, intelligent, mature, just, free, a 
speaker, listener, seer and he should also have the ability to make 


ijtihad.” 


KHILAFAH AR RASHIDA 


Hadrat Abi Bakr guided the ummah by taking the reins of 
khilafah by the consensus of the muhdjirin (emigrants) and ansar 
(helpers) in very trying times. His reign as khalifah lasted two 
years, three months and thirteen days. 


a 


'! |yalatul Khifa’ vol.1 p.21 
ibid vol.1 p.19 
hid 
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Hadrat Abii Bakr 4 appointed Hadrat “Umar -# as the 
khalifah after him. His reign lasted ten years, and approximately 
six months. Hadrat ‘Umar # appointed a council - that would 
consult regarding the khalifah - comprising of Hadrat “Uthman 
#, Hadrat ‘Ali 4, Hadrat ‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Auf , Hadrat 
Talha @, Hadrat Zubayr #, and Hadrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas 
after he was stabbed by Abu Lu'lu' - the fire worshipper - during 
the Fajr salah.” 

They appointed Hadrat ‘Uthman 45 as the khalifah after 
consultation and deliberation. The duration of the khildfah of 
Hadrat ‘Uthman #: was approximately twelve years. After the 
rebels assassinated Hadrat ‘Uthman , Hadrat ‘Ali 42 was made 
the khalifah upon the insistence of the muhajirin and ansdr. The 
period of his khildfah was four years and nine months. 

The khildfah of these four luminaries remained upon the 
way of Rasdlullah 3 and all the conditions that determine a true 
khalifah was found in each one of them. They made the purpose 
of khilafah apparent in the most complete form. We refer to this 
blessed era as the 'Khildfah ar Rashida’, and the four khulafa’ of 
this era are referred to as the ‘Khulafa' ar Rashidin'. These four 
khulafa' fulfilled the rights of the khildfah, and in so doing, 
established the ideal state. They did so much that work of this 
nature was not to be found in the history of mankind except like 
that done by the messengers [May peace and blessings be upon 
them]. 

A large group from among the sahabah # and the tabi'in 
appointed Hadrat Hasan bin ‘Ali as the khalifah. Hadrat Hasan 
‘ held the reins of khildfah for six months. Once six months were 


* Al Bidayah wa An Nihayah vol.7 p.144 
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over, he stepped down from this great position saying, "Rasdlullah 
# said, 'Khilafah will remain for thirty years after me.’ The six 
months left for the thirty years to be completed have passed." 

It was as if the khildafah of Hadrat Hasan % was the 
completion of the khilafah of Hadrat ‘Ali 4. 


Las A) ela Y] pleny ache dil ro coke, Catt SoS dl" > eld JG 
Ve lad ql . "syn ells 
‘he judemd! have stated, There is no era included in the thirty 
years after Rasilullah 3 except the rule of the four khulafa’ and 
Hasan te. : 
\v) LAL Aes. vary ell >I cptly 
And Hasan (.#) is clearly the last khalifah.* 

In this way, the thirty years of 'khilafah upon the nature of 
nubuwwah' was completed. Consequently, Maulana Manzfr 
Ahmad Nu‘mani 22, writes in the explanation of the following 
narration of Sunan Abi Dawid”, 

doe OSG 8 gS BE 
Khilafah upon the nature of nubuwwah is for thirty years 
"The martyrdom of Hadrat ‘Ali 4 took place in precisely the 
thirtieth year after the demise of Rastilullah 3§. His elder 0 
Hadrat Hasan # became the khalifah after him. However, in 


order to finish off the infighting among the Muslims, he stepped 
down from the khilafah and reconciled with Hadrat Mu awiyah 





" ‘Parikh al Khulafa’ p.10 
" Ibid p.131 
" Chapter on the Khulafa’, p.638, Hadith 4647 
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“#s, handing the khildfah over to him. All this was in accordance to 
the prophesy of Rasiilullah 3. 

Thirty years will be complete upon the inclusion of these 
few months of khilafah held by Hadrat Hasan #. Hence, 'khilafah 
upon the nature of nubuwwah' and ‘khilafah ar rashida' - referred 
to as ‘khilafah an nubuwwah' in the Ahadith - remained for these 
thirty years. After this, changes set in the method of action and 
gradually monarchy tainted ‘khiléfah upon the nature of 
nubuwwah'. 

This Hadith is a miracle of Rasdlullah # and a proof of his 
nubuwwah just like the other prophesies he had made. He 3€ gave 
information about events that happened after his demise and 
there was no outward means of coming to know of it. It is quite 
apparent that he 3 received this knowledge from Allah 3¢ by 


means of wahi.® 


THE SECOND STAGE OF KHILAFAH AFTER THE 
KHILAFAH AR RASHIDA 


Another stage of khilafah began after the khildfah ar rashida. It is 
also called monarchy or kingdom. This khilafah began with the 
Band Umayyah, it was carried on by the Banu Abbas and it ended 
due to a grand plot while held by the Ottomans in 1921. Firmness 
upon the method of Rastlullah # in this second era was not to 
the degree to which it was found in the era of the khildfah ar 
rashida. The khalifah and other leaders began to commit many 
punishable acts in the light of shariah. In addition, many 
weaknesses came about in the system of government. 


*8 Ma'arif ul Hadith vol.7 p.244 
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Despite this, we refer to this second era as 'Khildfah 
Islamiya’ because the Muslim lands were not converted into Dar 
ul Harb in this era. There was a religious system in place that was 
pe for Islam on a collective scale. The enemies were forced to 
think twice before turning the Muslims into a single fresh morsel, 
as is the case today. The khilafah served to protect the din and the 
shari ah and it stood guard over the Muslim world. Today, we 
Muslims passionately perceive the importance of the khildfah 
since it is not in existence. Considering these excellent 
characteristics, Rastilullah 3% also emphasized obedience to the 
khulafa’ of this era in governmental affairs so that this system is 
not weakened in any way. In the light of the emphatic instructions 
of Rastlullah #, the sahabah #, tbiin and sages humbled 
themselves and pledged allegiance to these rulers in governmental 
affairs and they did not rebel. 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah u#, states, 

‘It is hardm to rebel against the ruler after he has been 
unanimously elected, even though all the conditions for khilafah 
are not found in him, except in the instance where clear kufr is 
established from him.” 
He 4: further explains, 
‘It is necessary to execute the commands of the ruler that deal 
with the general benefit of the Muslims and it is not in conflict 
with the shart ah. It matters not whether the ruler is just or not.” 
This system of khildfah remained for approximately 
thirteen centuries. This was the second stage of the khildfah. 


” |zalatul Khifa’ vol, p.28 
we 
(bid 
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THE FIVE ERAS OF THE MUSLIM UMMAH 


play dele ail ho ail pny SIE: i ce al 5) OLLI gy dni Ge 
BN gad web 6 955 OF ail LE Le 55. Sy Tm p95 55 pS ST OI" 
Labs pF 60 955 OT LS Leb yell Cpe le BE OSS gb. Ie fo 
to (ob 6 O95 OF ail LE LOS Lobe KL 5S gb Ie fo ail 
6h 72 6 95S OF al oS LO SGI por KL 0 SG ts Ie fo ail 
ns LMG fas ei p ell chips de BME OSS ot De fe il 
Shy elem Sl ee (6 6 Wo) Gail ae PLY aby ol 
Lets oe AN Eat Wy elle ace We ol pas Ve NI 
Be OSI at J ote Gatos ace STV Lt Lely yy 
Bel VSS sages VAVVV usd ody. ace abl 8, 
Hadrat Hudhayfah bin Yaman « says that Rastilullah % said 
(1) "Your din began with nubuwwah and mercy. It will cin 
among you until Allah: wishes. Allah will then take it away. 
[Consequently, Rasilullah # lived for sixty three years and 


passed away in Rabi ‘al Awwal, 11 A.H] 
(2) Then khildfah upon the nature of nubuwwah will be established. 


It will remain for as long as Allah wishes, where after He will’ 


take it away [After the demise of Rasilullah 3 the khilafah 
upon the nature of nubuwwah remained for thirty years. ] 
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(\) Thereafter will be an-era of harsh and strong kingdom. It will 
remain for as long as Allah wishes, where after He will take it 
away [It began in 41 .A.H and came-to an end in 1338 A.H] 

(4) Then an oppressive kingdom will ve formed. It will remain for as 
long as Allah wishes, where after He will take it away [This is the 
fourth kingdom after the khilafah came to an end in 1338 AH] 

(5) Finally, the khildfah ar rdshida will once again return. It will be 
totally upon the nature of nubuwwah, and Islam will place its 
neck upon the earth (Islam will be established in the earth). The 
inhabitants of the earth and skies will be happy with the khilafah 

of that time. Rain will fall in abundance and a lot of vegetation 
and blessings will come forth from the earth."*' 


The glad-tidings of the khilafah upon the nature of 
vubuwwah in the latter times mentioned in this Hadith is also 


ielated to the era of Hadrat Mahdi 4». 





Dee UE EEE 


’ Musnad Ahmad, Dala'il un Nubuwwah of Bayhaq} 
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THE TWELVE KHULAEA’ 


pees sche al foe dh Spar JE SU ae i oo2 Bye oy ple ye 


sagil coat lS pt ace dl 6d JE "Vinal pte LSI Stes ope Oy" 

Cpe Cot Jia NS om gl" JG: JU ab ci le 
YPAA x: Leg 

y. Pe 25l> yl VAN Sin 5. ems 

Jabir bin Samurah & narrates that Rasilullah ¥ said, "There will be 

twelve khalifahs after me." The narrator “@ says, "Rasilullah # then 

mentioned a few things that I did not understand. I then asked the 


person seated nearby, He said that Rasilullah # said, "They will all 
be from the Quraysh."* 


Another narration states, 
There is no messenger after me, however, there will be a great number 
of khulafa'.” 

Note: These twelve could be referred to as Khulafa'. It is as 
though the meaning of khalifah here is king or the head of the 
government. 

Many interpretations have been provided for this Hadith. 
The most preferred view is that it is not necessary for these twelve 
to come after Rasdlullah 4 in sequence, In different eras until 


Qiydmah, this number will be completed. The author of Badhl ul 
Majhiid states, 


SS 
BD it es 
Jami’ at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.46, Sunan Aba Dawid vol.2 p.588 
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‘ome scholars have said, 'This refers to those who will be upon 
the way of the khulafa' ar rdshidin, the last of whom is Imam 
Mahdi." 

Hadrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpari 2. has 
yiven preference to this view. Similarly, Imam Suyiti «4, and 
Shih Waliullah s# also favour this view. This much is certain 
(hat the last of these twelve khulafa’ will be Hadrat Mahdi #». 
Consequently, Imam Abi Dawid .z4:, has recorded the Hadith 
of the twelve khulafa’ in Kitab al Mahdi. In doing so, he has 
indicated that the twelfth khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 4s. 

Note: There is another view besides all the interpretations 
yiven. It states that the twelve khulafa' refer to the leaders of the 
Santi Umayyah that ascended the throne after Hadrat Mu‘ awiyah 
®. It is as though the Hadith means that the power and strength 
of Islam as far as government is concerned will remain during the 
‘eign of these twelve, and that kingdom will remain during this 
time. 

The names of these twelve are as follows, 
Yazid bin Mu ‘awiyah 

Mu ‘awiyah bin Yazid 

‘Abdul Malik 

Walid 

Sulayman 

. ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 

. Yazid bin ‘Abdul Malik 


MN MY Se ME 


* Hodhl wl Majhad vols p.101 
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8. Hisham 

9. Walid bin Yazid 

10. Yazid bin Walid bin ‘Abdul Malik 
11. Ibrahim bin Walid 

12. Marwan bin Muhammad 


These twelve ruled during the reign of the Band Umayyah. 


After them, the kingdom fell to the lot of the Bani ‘Abbas. 

Another view concerning this is that the twelve refers to 

those twelve Khulafa’ that will come after Hadrat Mahdi $s. Five 
are from the progeny of Hadrat Hasan # and five from the 
progeny of Hadrat Husayn 4. After these ten, a pious person 
from the Progeny of Hadrat Hasan # will rule and his son after 
him. In this way, twelve are completed and all of them will be on 
the truth.** 

One view is that the twelve refers to the four khulafa' ar 
rashidin, Hadrat Hasan #e, Hadrat Mu'awiyah 45, Hadrat 
‘Abdullah bin Zubayr « and Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4: . 
They total eight. Then, Hadrat Mahdi ‘Abbasi 4 and Hadrat 
Tahir 34. - who was very just. The rest are awaited. One of them 
is Hadrat Mahdi 45,35 

Note: The most important thing to understand at this time 
is that these twelve Khulafa' are not sinless (ma sim). They will 
also not be upon a status of nubuwwah or higher. Similarly, rule 
for them will not be with a special outstanding quality. Also, Mufti 


Ydsuf Ludhiyanwi 1 states with regards to the ‘Ithnd ‘shar’ 
Imams of the shi a, 


SS 


** Majma‘ Bihar ul Anwar vol.1 pp-82-84 
° ‘Tarikh ul Khulafa’ p.12 
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“he Ahl us Sunnah also believe them to be personalities to be 
lollowed, except with two differences, 


1. The shias believe them to be free from no like 3 
messengers, make obedience to them obligatory an 
understand them to be conimanded by Allah. tee 
beliefs are special with the messengers (Ambiyd’) 
according to the Ahl us Sunnah. fa 

2. The rulings attributed to them are not orient e 
narrators of these rulings cannot be relied upon. 


REVIVAL OF DIN AND MUJADDID 


bi Dyin) ple! [ace di dy 3a gle « dilanytaile ol ye 
pot Re SLs IS Gol de eV od Caney il Of: SIE Ley ache al Lee 

NOAV Syd) 5) OVE Sytner al Ub out 
Aba Algamah x narrates from Abi Sanyrah “> from itiap which 
he learnt from Rasilullah %, "Indeed Allah will send for this ummah 


such a person at the turn of each century who will revive their religious 


matters.’*7 27,8 

The protection of Islam until Qiydémah is a hidden system 
from Allah 4%. This is an outstanding blessing for this were 
| lowever, satanic powers will try to interpolate this religion in 


every era. 


“Al Mahdi wal Masih p.23 
” Mustadrak vol.4 p.568 
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Harshness and extremism (positive and negative) is the 
foundation for the beginning of interpolation. Interpreting the din 
in accordance to ones desires - away from the balanced way - and 
to explain din by means of incorrect viewpoints and deviation are 
the destructive sicknesses that become the means of depriving the 
ummah of true and original din. Allah $€ has greatly favoured this 
ummah by establishing this mujaddid chain in order to keep this 


powerful din pure from every form of interpolation and heresy in 
every era. 


TAJDID 


Fagih ul Ummah Mufti Mahmiid Hasan Gangohi 4, explains 
the meaning of tajdid e din (revival of religion), 

‘Over time, certain laws of shari ah were not given due attention. 
They were left out because of the overpowering of desires and 
lusts and the efforts of the carnal self and the devil. To illuminate 
them, turn ones attention to them and make an effort to practice 
upon them is referred to as tajdid e din.'* 


THE QUALITIES OF A MUJADDID 


“* He is a true representative of Rasilullah % in knowledge 
and practice. 


** He has been given a magnetic personality by Allah 3 like 
that of a messenger. 


*8 Patawa Mahmiidiyyah vol.15 p.129 
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The hearts of people are drawn towards him on account 
of his lineage, family, character and habits. 

Due to his great imdni insight, he can diagnose the 
sicknesses of the ummah and prepare a modus operandi to 
treat them in the light of the Qur'an and Hadith. He then 
executes it. 

He rips the veil of innovations and customs. 

He revives beliefs, worship, social etiquette, business 
dealings, character, and system of government. In fact, he 
revives every facet of life. 

He is not awed by anyone in proclaiming the truth. 

Allah $2 places enthusiasm in people's hearts to obey and 
love him. 

Those who have concern for din surround him. 

He will face much opposition just as the messengers had 
to. Hardship will come his way too. Due to unseen help, 
the cloud of difficulties will slowly fade and his rule will 
gain ground in the world. 

A mujaddid has natural complete mastery over knowledge 
and recognition; he also has great insight into din and the 
Sunnah. 

The quality of taqwa and piety is perfect in him. 

A mujaddid spreads knowledge and he honours the 
scholars. 

Allah 4 will create a special servant of His or a group in 
the ummah that possesses these qualities at the start of 
every century, or in every era. Hadrat Mahdi ¢ is the final 
link in the blessed mujaddid chain. A mujaddid and fagih 
of the recent past, Hadrat Gangohi ss, explains, 








eg a ee ee 
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Hadrat Mahdi will be the final mujaddid of this 


ummah.” 

Note: A mujaddid will come to know of his standing 
through ilhdm or by various signs that allude to him being 
a mujaddid. However, he will not reach the stage of wahi. 
Similarly, a mujaddid will be recognized because of the 
special work that he is involved in.” 


EMPHASIS UPON THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT 
MAHDI 


The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi .#: is greatly emphasized in the 
Ahadith. Examples of this are presented below, 


SSB pling ache ail he pl ye ae ail 5253 pees cy ail Le ye 
> 6-92] WS ahh I glad — C5 9h NN) 8.515: IB = ys VLG 32 Ge 
pol dal ly coal deel eobl gs ee el oye (JE yl) oe ey Ca 
"ogg (Ab cle |S Yate y Wand 2 SI Stay: pbb Cote Gals Gl 

CAMS (cighl ObS c o5lo gl 


Hadrat Abé Hurayrah - narrates from Rasilullah 3 that he said, 
If there was one day remaining for the existence of this world - Zd'ida 
(the narrator says) — then Allah would lengthen that day until he 


* A] Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.57 
Summarized from Fatawa Mahmidiyya vol.13 p.403 
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sends a person from me (or he said, from my family) such that his 

name will be like mine, and his father's name will be the same as my 

father's name. The narration of Fitr adds, "He will fill the earth with 

justice and equity just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny.” 
Another narration is as follows, 


3 ail Sg Lage YL ye Gap d gh: SU ae al gt 8 Ul oF 


VAY che 5. reer ee Cade Wes be = eel 
It is narrated from Hadrat Aba Hurayrah % that he said, “If there 
was only a single day left of the existence of the world, then Allah 
would have lengthened that day until a person is made the ruler." 
Another narration states, 


daceal pl ge cate Qual ee ey Spl tlle > Lil Gad" 
Lladrat Abdullah bin Mas tid 4 narrates that Rastlullah 3 said, 
"The world will not come to an end until a person from my family is 
not made the ruler over Arabia. His name will be the same as 
mine's." 

‘Ruler over Arabia’ is mentioned in the above narration. 
‘his means that because Arabia is the centre and capital of Islam, 
therefore rule over it implies rule over the entire earth. In 
addition, the Arabs are the most honourable nation. Hence, being 
4 leader of the Arabs implies being the ruler over everyone. 





 Sunan Abd Dawdd vol.2 p.S88 
© Jami’ at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.47 
- Ibid 
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Maulana Manziir Ahmad Nu‘méni és, writes, 
‘It could also be said that initially, rule will be established in 
Arabia, then in the entire world, or, the capital will be Arabian,'#4 
The above-mentioned point is explained elsewhere thus, 


sort dena tab gs ee Jal oye Jory Aha C3> SLU y LY! Gadis 
Nag 9 AB the ES Yes Uae Go VISAS Gl eal cal ely 

AVY Std iy. SLU 4 trae 
‘Day and night will not cease to exist until a person from my family is 
made ruler, whose name corresponds with mine's, and his father's 


name corresponds with my father's name. He will fill the earth with 
justice and equity just as it was filled with Oppression and tyranny.’ 


SAI im EF (Bly g Loge s Ub GS MISE ce dell pg" 
pba pte MU yey (Ab cake LS Yate y Und Lada oye 
AVVG oad] 


‘Qiyamah will not happen until the earth is not filled with oppression, 
tyranny and enmity. A person from my family will then emerge who 
will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled with 
oppression and tyranny. 

It is inferred from these two narrations that night and day 
will not cease to exist, or, Qiyamah will not come until Hadrat 
Mahdi does not emerge. - 


“* Ma'arif ul Hadith vol.8 p-170 
4 

° Mustadrak Hakim, Hadith 8713 
“© Ibid, Hadith 8669 
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The summary of these narrations is that the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi #s is a certainty and a source of mercy such that it 
is wajib*’ to believe in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi # as will 
be explained later. 


EMPHASIS UPON TAKING THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE AT THE HANDS OF HADRAT MAHDI 
cd 


It is necessary for man to aid every venture of goodness and piety 
to the best of his ability. In accordance to the teachings of the 
pure shari ah, it is a demand of faith and character to help, remove 
obstacles, and not to hinder the path of a reformer, mujaddid or a 
person who stands up to proclaim the truth. However, great 
emphasis is found in the Ahadith to aid Hadrat Mahdi <4 when he 
emerges and to take the pledge of allegiance at his hands. 
Rasdlullah 38 has explained with great emphasis thus, 

“He who finds this time (the era of Hadrat Mahdi «#) should come to 
him, even if he has to come crawling on ice." 

Herewith explains a Hadith, 


pleey debe ait fro coh als [db c atlas Eb LT 3] lay ate 
thems SCA Le: Chas (ail Le) SB. 45g) pads ole H5 yy eI 


Sal oly Laut be BVI abt th ee al by": Slab can SG Les 


"' Compulsory -[T] 
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Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas tid «4s narrates, "We were once sitting with 
Rasilullah 38. Suddenly, a few youngsters from Bantt Hashim came 
to him. When he (Rasilullah %) saw them, his eyes became wet with 
tears and the colour of his face changed. I (Hadrat Abdullah bin 
Mas tid 42) said, "We see the effects of grief on your face which is a 
cause of uneasiness for us." Rastilullah 3 then said, "Indeed Allah has 
preferred for us, the ahl al bayt, the hereafter over this world. The 
people of my household will face great difficulty, hurt and will be 
reviled after my demise. This will be the case until a nation that has 
black flags will rise from the east. They (my family) will ask good 
from them, but they will not be given. They will then war, and will be 
helped. They will be given what they ask but they will not accept, until 
they give to a person from my family. He will fill the earth with justice 
and equity just as it was filled with oppression. So, whoever finds him 
should go to him, even though he may have to crawl on ice."® 
We can gauge from these blessed words the emphasis that 
Rasdlullah 38 placed upon helping Hadrat Mahdi # and taking 
the pledge of allegiance upon his hands. 





“8 Sunan Ibn Majah p.309 
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Hadrat Shah Waliullah 3%. says, ‘It will be wajib to obey 
| Jadrat Mahdi # in the affairs related to the khilafah once his era 


dawns." 


AHADITH PERTAINING TO THE EMERGENCE OF 
HADRAT MAHDI 


(1) THE GREAT NUMBER OF AHADITH PERTAINING TO 
l'11E EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDI 4 
| Lifiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani 38% says that the Ahadith pertaining to 
ihe emergence of Hadrat Mahdi # have reached the level 3 
tuwdtur®, (Shaykh Barzanji 4. and ‘Allamah Suyiti 4: explain 
(hat tawdatur ma nawi*' is meant by this.) 

Qadi Shaukani writes in Al Fath Ar Rabbani, 


il goey. pABI prada) oe Ne EV (Sc dtm Ab clan ls ats 
Vir cdo M aad 


‘All the narrations that we have recorded have reached the level of 
luwdtur (see footnote 50). This is not hidden from those of 


knowledge.’ 


" {/\latul Khifa' vol.1 p.26 : 
” lawatur refers to a narration that has been narrated by such a large sasmbies o 
people through every era that it is impossible to conceive that all of them have lied. 
| ishAd Usal ul Hadith p.42] -(T] ; 

' Twwatur e Ma nawi refers to a number of narrations whose subject matter or 
waning has reached the level of Tawdtur. [Irshad Usd ul Hadith p.44] - [T] 
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A similar observation has been made in Sharh Agidah As 
Safarini, 


CA Sac Alte Cah ce cell oy Sy bly No 8 
VA® sland sae 


'The Ahadith pertaining to the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi -4 are 
so great in number that they have reached the level of tawdtur 
ma nawi (see footnote $1)" 

Shah ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dehlawi ins i 
Ashi atul Lam at, iia 


Many narrations in this regard have reached a level very close to 
tawatur (see footnote $0),'” 


(2) THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE AHADITH PERTAINING 
TO THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDj #& 

The entire Muslim ummah has accepted the Ahddith that explain 
the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4s. ‘Allamah Munawi 4! says in 
Fayd ul Qadir, the commentary of Jami ‘us Saghir, 


PAB AS EN A Gols ae bo Al 5 nt a tS cell Le 
VIVA call ele os 
‘The Ahadith concerning Hadrat Mahdi 4% have been narrated in 


great number, and they are famous as well. Scholars have 
compiled separate works only on this subject,’ 


* Ashi‘atul Lam‘at vol.4 p.338 
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(4) CLARIFICATION WITH REGARDS TO THE NAME OF 
|{ADRAT MAHDI 
Approximately more than ninety marfa’ “Ahadith have been 
iwrrated, thirty of which clearly state the name of Hadrat Mahdi 
* Besides this, (mention of his name) is also found in the Athar 
(see footnote 2) of the sahabah # and the sayings of the tabi'in. 
Note: The name of Hadrat Mahdi 4 is not mentioned 
ilearly in some Ahadith. However, according to the scholars of 
lladith, there is a principle that states that if there are different 
AbAdith narrated on one particular story, and some are concise or 
unclear, while others are detailed, then the detailed narrations will 
le considered to be the explanation of the concise or unclear 


narrations. 


(4) THE NARRATORS OF THE AHADITH PERTAINING 
' HADRAT MAHDI ¢ 

Approximately twenty five sahabah # and tabiin have narrated 
Ahidith pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi 4. Among them are such 
yreat personalities like, Hadrat “Uthman -#, Hadrat ‘Ali <4s, 
{ladrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas ‘tid 4s, Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas <s, 
I adrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar 4, Hadrat Aba Hurayrah 4, Hadrat 
{ala 42, Hadrat Anas #8, Hadrat ‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Auf 4 and 
Iladrat Aba Sa‘id Khudri #. The narrators from among the 
Ummahat al Mu'minin include Hadrat Umm e Salamah 
twdtyallahu anhé and Hadrat Umm e Habibah radiyallaéhu anha. 


Marfa ‘is a narration whose chain of narration is linked directly to Rasdlullah 
& | Ieshad Usai ul Hadith p.3] - [T] 
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(S) AHADITH PERTAINING TO HADRAT MAHDi # IN 
THE SIHAH SITTAH* 

From amongst the compilers of the sihah sittah, Imam Tirmidhi 
sé, Imam Abi Dawid a4, and Imam Ibn Majah #l;. have 
included a separate chapter dealing solely with the subject of 
Hadrat Mahdi 2. 

Note: There are certain fabricated narrations in Ibn 
Majah. However, the Ahadith pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi -4 are 
not among them. This is explained in ‘Ma Tamassu Tlayhi al Hajah 
li man Yutaliu Ibn Mdjah' of ‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rashid Nu‘mani 
«- wherein he has collected the fabricated narrations on p-38. 
(There are reservations with regard to the narration of Ibn Majah, 
‘There is no Mahdi except fsa. This we have mentioned 
separately.) 


(6) AHADITH PERTAINING TO HADRAT MAHDI # IN 
OTHER HADITH BOOKS 
The following Hadith scholars have made special mention of 
Hadrat Mahdi % in their books: 
1. Imam Ahmad +, 
Imam Bazzar s#\, 
Ibn Abi Shaybah 4, 
Imam Hakim 4, 
Imam Tabrani 14. 
Imam Abd Yala Masili 32; 
Imam ‘Abdur Razzaq bin Humam ., 


NAVAWH 





** The six most authentic compilations of Ahadith according to the Hadith 
scholars, namely, Sahih al Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Jami’ at Tirmmdht, Sunan Abd 
Dawad, Sunan Nasa'i, Sunan Ibn Majah. - [T] 
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. Imam Nu‘aym bin Hammad - the Shaykh of Imam 
Bukhari 2, . 
9. Hafiz Nar ud Din ‘Ali bin Abi Bakr Al Haythami 4. 
10. ‘Allamah ‘Ala’ ud Din ‘Ali al Muttaqi 24% in Kanz ul 
Ummal 
Note: Hafiz Ibn Taymiyyah 24: in Minhdj us Sunnah and Hafiz 
hahabi a: in Mukhtasar Minhdj us Sunnah have explained, 


Lal Lay dere coal ey > de lp oF SM Cole Vs J pts 
YVA Je aS Ole 5 she ply oslo gly 


I'he Ahadith from which the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi # have 
heen inferred are authentic. Imam Ahmad s:., Imam Aba 
wad sis, and Imam Tirmidhi 24 have recorded them.** 


(!). THE APPEARANCE OF MAHDI # IN THE 


SALUHAYN®S :; 
\\xplanation concerning Hadrat Mahdi -4 is found in the sahihayn 


with clear indication. 
{ladith One: 
‘ 05" hey tebe ail ee ail Dyer SE: SE ace al gay oy Ul ye 


bliss pede aul." Kin Saal y KS cos ye cpl JF [BL pl 


* larjuman us Sunnah p.378 
* Salyh al Bukhart and Sabth Muslim 










”- 
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Hadrat Abii Hurayrah -# narrates that Rastlullah 38 said, "What 
will be your condition when Tsa bin Maryam will descend among you 
while your leader will be fi 2m among you, (i.e.'Hadrat Mahdi #).” 


a) ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar ‘As jalani 3%: writes in the commentary of 
while your leader will be fron among you’, 


OL LEV ys: EI ibs Gb cu ed tI TUG, 
SIS) Cute fy U3 53 ¢ ails Le pve dls Aol abe oye cculgll 
ce. Neseee Vice sl ay 6 2 dt 08 pil ye Eel oul acl 

VAY) ct 


Abi al Hasan al Khasa’i al Abidi says in Mandqib ash Shéfii, 'The 
Ahadith explaining that Mahdi (s) is from this ummah and that 
‘Is (841) will perform salah behind him have reached the level of 
tawdtur (see footnote $0). This explanation has been given in 
refutation of the Hadith transmitted by Ibn Majah, reported by 
Hadrat Anas <4, "There is no Mahdi except ‘Isa."57 


b) This explanation has also been given by ‘Allamah Badr ud Din 
‘Ayni s® in Umdatul Qari, commentary of Sahih al Bukhari 
vol.16 p.40. 


c) There is a mutabi “narration of Hadrat Jabir bin ‘Abdullah & 
in Sahih Muslim. The wording is, ‘Their leader will say, "Come, lead 
us in salah...” 





*’ Fath al Bari vol.6 p.611 
** Ifit is understood that a particular narration is the only one regarding a specific 
subject, but another narrator supports it (in another narration) on condition that 
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Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani #., commentator of Sahih 
Muslim says, 
Ve alll cect ogre a ge ll ctgll Orla pled ye ga pal 
‘heir leader’ only refers to the honourable promised leader of the 
lwlievers, (Hadrat) Mahdi (4).*° 


‘l) The above interpretation has been verified by Aba ‘Abdullah 
Muhammad bin Khalfah Al Washtati Al Maliki 2 in Ikmél u 
lkmal Al Mulim, and by Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin 
Muhammad bin Yasuf As Sandsi Al Hasani 2. in Mukammal 
thmal il Ikmal. 


«) The following maqti ‘*'narration of Musannaf Abdur Razzdq 
\lso corroborates the interpretation of ‘Your leader from among 
you' to be Hadrat Mahdi 4s, 


phd gg aT cop yp ee cpl OWS: SE pone 6 6 BIZ SI Le Lol 
VIANA t5 Spe twee. geet orl 9 Lucy 


Abdur Razzaq has informed us from Ma mar that he said, "Ibn 
‘irin was of the view that it is Hadrat Mahdi 4 who will perform 
wilah behind Hadrat ‘Isa 341." 


ihe sahabi in both narrations are the same. The second supporting narration is 
valled Mutabi ‘ [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith p.76] — [T] 

"Hath al Mulhim vol.1 p.303 

" voll p.268 

' A narration whose chain ends at a tabi’ or tab‘ ut tabi‘ or a narration that 
letuils the statements and actions of the tabi'in is called Maqti‘ [Irshad Usdl ul 
Ildith p.56] —[T] 
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f) Mulla “Ali al Qari 34 says, 
SLB ye GM phy Fit Sy 6 Ko Lal ge sl Ke PSL] y 


‘From among you' means a common religion, or it is said to mean 


from the Quraysh and this implies that it is Hadrat Mahdi 4, 


g) ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri ,x4, writes in the commentary 
of this Hadith, 


The apparent comprehended meaning of the words ‘Your leader’ 


is Hadrat Mahdi «4s. 
He further writes, 


Bye N abe pane fer alblie lve tic aly II ae o5 bk! ai, 
sl pel ct Ce OLS OL y ail pay "pKie Kal" Lill famed Ny 
Keely" ool cyst id sce cert My — pK I Ll OS 20 
Lad, Lobe cyl tre UL cgll eM are oh My ¢ daw Uedh "See 

é/to 
Some narrators of Muslim have overlooked certain aspects in this 
narration. They have taken Hadrat ‘Isa $#\ to be implied at this 


juncture. They have narrated the words ‘and your leader from 
among you', i.e. even though he is of the Bani Isra'il, he will be a 


°? Musannaf ‘Abdur Razz4q vol.11 p.399 
** Mirgat ul Mafatih vol.10 p.232 
 Fayd al Bari vol.4 p.45 
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lollower of your shari ah. According to my understanding, the 
wording of Sahih al Bukhari is preferred, i.e, ‘and your bacer from 
among you' — as a jumlah ismiyyah®. The implication in this case 
will be Hadrat Mahdi #. This implication is corroborated by the 
narration of Ibn Majah. 


Hadith Two: 


sal pheny ae dil ue aD pry J J el gy hee al OF 
VIROL perme. "bau bay Vg bie lll ot Hale SSL 


Lladrat Abti Sa td - narrates that Rasiilullah % said, "There will be 
u khalifah from, among your khulafa' who will distribute wealth 


unstintingly."” 


| ladith Three: 


plang Ache dtl ee atl J py SE: SE gee atl ges ples Law U! OF 

Lal. Moka Vig SU ponds Akt Oba NN FT GO" 
Iladrat Aba Sa id 4 and Hadrat Jabir - narrate that Rasilullah & 
wid, "There will be a khalifah during the final era who will distribute 


wealth unstintingly.”® 


ee 


* A sentence beginning with a noun — (T] 
* Ihid 

*' Sahil Muslim vol.2 p.39S 

“hid 


=! = Sh. 
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Maulana Badr e ‘Alam Mirthi .!:. writes, 

It should remain clear that it is proven from the Ahadith of Sahih 
Muslim that there will be a khalifah of the Muslims in the final era. 
In his time, great blessings will descend. He will be born before 
Hadrat ‘Isa 441, Dajjal will emerge in his time and he (Dajjal) will 
be killed at the hands of Hadrat ‘Isa #4). This khalifah would have 
taken the place as the imam of salah when Hadrat ‘Isa #4 will 
descend from the skies. He will step back upon seeing Hadrat ‘isa 
2), Hadrat ‘Is %#) will say to him, "You have the right of leading 
the salah (imamah) because you have already taken the place as 
imam. This is a honour for this ummah." Hadrat ‘isa #4 will 
perform this salah following Hadrat Mahdi #s. 

All these qualities are proven in authentic Ahadith that the 
scholars of Hadith have not criticized. The only thing that 
remains to be discussed is whether this khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 
> or another khalifah. Other Ahadith clearly state that this 
khalifah is Hadrat Mahdi 2s. 

According to us, once this khalifah has been mentioned in 
Sahih Muslim, and the other Hadith books clearly state this 
khalifah's name with the same details as in Sahih Muslim, then, 
these other Ahadith should be understood to be in the same 
category as those of Sahih Muslim. Therefore, there is scope to 
state that the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi is proven from Sahih 
Muslim directly. 

An example of this is that when a Hadith of Sahih Muslim 
states that when Hadrat ‘Isa #4) will descend, then one leader of 
the Muslims would have taken the place in front to lead the salah. 
There are other Ahadith that explain the name of this leader as 
Hadrat Mahdi . Certainly, these Ahadith will stand as the 
explanation of the unclear Hadith. Another example; a Hadith of 
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Suhih Muslim states that there will be a khalifah towards the end 
af time who will distribute wealth generously. It is proven from 
other Ahadith that generosity of this nature will be found in the 
era of Hadrat Mahdi 4. Therefore, it is correct to state that the 
Ahadith of Sahih Muslim refer to Hadrat Mahdi -4. 

Similarly, with regards to the Ahadith about wars that are 
narrated in Sahth Muslim, if it is explained in other Ahadith that 
these same incidents are to happen in the era of Hadrat Mahdi , 
then it stands to reason that the narrations of Sahih Muslim refer 
to the incidents of the era of Hadrat Mahdi #:. In all probability, 
the scholars of Hadith have understood some unclear Ahadith to 
jefer to Hadrat Mahdi 4 upon this basis, and have recorded them 
ii, the chapters pertaining to Hadrat Mahdi 4s. Like Imam Abt 
Dawid Hs indicates towards the twelfth Imam to be Hadrat 
Mahdi 4 by recording the Hadith of the twelve Imams in the 
chapter of Hadrat Mahdi ad 


{ ladith Four: 


A pis peng ache al foe gill cme 6 dil 92 ail Ane oy le OF 
SG ALAN 9 gs dl ce ALB GAN Ue ily al ge Bah IEW" 
AAS fee SLs: ee pel J pid pleny sabe dil be poe ot ee UH? 
ve LAY) odin dil a SS cel al ay de paw Of V5 88 

VAY gle 





"’ (arjuman us Sunnah vol.4 pp.378, 379 
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Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah -4 narrates that he heard Rasilullah ¥ 
saying, "There will be a group in my ummah that will remain firm 
upon the truth until Qiyamah. Then when Isa bin Maryam will 
descend, their leader will say, "Come, lead us in salah." He will reply, 
"No. Some of you are leaders over others. This is a bounty of Allah 
upon this ummah." 


The leader of the Muslims in the above Hadith refers to Hadrat 
Mahdi -#s, ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani s% explains this 
in Fath al Mulhim, 


Ce a peel 2 ge pl satel Croll olel yo "Gall pm nal p58 
Voy li 


The Imam of the Muslims, the promised, fortunate Mahdi is 
meant by ‘Their leader will say'.”” 

We come to know from this text of ‘Allamah Shabbir 
Ahmad ‘Uthmani a#. that all the Ahadith on this subject that 
vaguely state the word ‘leader’ or 'khalifah' refer to Hadrat Mahdi 
.4;.”' We will also mention a narration of Sahih Muslim” about the 
Mahdi in the forthcoming pages. 

Note: A number of authors in the past, as well as a few 
today reject the belief of the emergence of Mahdi simply upon the 
basis that Hadrat Mahdi #s is not mentioned in the sahihayn. We 


hope that this explanation removes any misgivings in this regard. 
Allah 3¢ states, 


) Fath al Mulhim vol.1 p.303 
7 Agidah Zuhtr e Mahdi p.62 
? vol.2 p.388, Hadith 2884 
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74 Be ett gee Be te Fe ot 
cals Va ald “GSle 41) tye Alar gs or le yas 
The one to whom the advice from his Rabb had come and he 


refrained, then for him is that which has passed. [Sarah al Bagarah 
(the Bull) 2:275] 


HADRAT ‘ISA #41 AND HADRAT MAHDI # ARE 
TWO DIFFERENT PEOPLE 


hat She 6 BLES) pupal ppp dot Wm ¢ de Le on ie > 
GV Le pel ye 6 tl ge 6 celle oy OUI ye « Gatl ULE 
J) «BEY pM alae Ws OU long abe ail oe ail J pes 
Yop e oll Le he WdeL sl pp Vy be YW AUIS e Lbs! 


TES: AR celtl alls yey dole ph" ye oe ee VI Gad! 


Lladrat Anas bin Malik narrates that Rasilullah # said, “The 
matter will increase in severity, the world will retrogress, people will 
hecome stingy, Qiyamah will not happen except upon the worst of 
people and there is no Mahdi except 1sa.'”° 
It is apparently proven from this Hadith that the promised 
Mahdi is none other than Hadrat ‘Isa #2). There is none else to 
emerge as the Mahdi, Two answers to this are provided here. 
\. The grading of this Hadith is debated. (mutakallam fth) 
2. The interpretation of this Hadith is demanded rather than 
the apparent wording. 





* Sunan Ibn Majah p.302, Al Musnad Al Jami’ Hadith 1600 
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1, The grading of this Hadith is debated. (mutakallam fih) 
Hafiz Dhahabi s#%, in Mizdn al I tidal states the following under 
the biography of Muhammad bin Khilid al Janadi, 


VAN Sa 3 996 ty ot cont VI Sage Yt oli 


The Hadith ‘There is no Mahdi except Isa’ narrated by him is 
munkar.”* 

One of the reasons why this narration is munkar’® is that it 
is based on the narrator, Muhammad bin Khilid al Janadi who is 
alone in narrating this, and he is highly debated about 
(mutakallam fih). Hafiz Dhahabi 3#!:. writes about him, 


Leal yg es SIL ail te SB ye Cust Se: oj JU 


Azdi says, ‘he is munkar al hadith”’, and ‘Abdullah al Hakim says, 
‘he is majhal’”’. Hafiz Ibn Hajar “Asqalani a4, writes concerning 
Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi, 


" fas bal ays deliwall fal re ay ae ne WE oy det sg pL" 
Al Abiri said, "Muhammad bin Khalid is ghayr ma raf “according 
to the scholars of narration." 


™ Mizan al I'tidal vol.3 p.52 

™ Munkar is a narration whose narrator makes a lot of mistakes or is very negligent 
and forgetful or he is responsible for any other open sin besides lying and 
innovation. [Irshad Ustl ul Hadith p.116] — [T] 

7° Munkar al Hadith refers to a narrator that has narrated many Munkar 
narrations. He deserves to be left aside. [Irshad Usal ul Hadith p.117] - [T] 

” Majhal refers to something that is unknown. It refers to a narration whose 
narrator is not known because his name was not mentioned in the chain. [ Irshad 
Usal ul Hadith pp.101-102] - [T] 

78 Unknown - [T] 


61 


Ie further explains, 
mode. "Dg gt ME py tot: iL) it Le gl SE: Seed! Stes" 


Yee igs 


ayhaqi said, Hafiz Aba “Abdullah said, "Muhammad bin Khalid 
is majhal."” 

Hafiz Jalal ud Din Suyuti 245, has written at length on this 
Hadith in his Misbah az Zujajah, marginal notes of Sunan Ibn 
Majah. We feel it appropriate to present a summary of it here, 
‘Allamah sz. has scrutinized the rejection and acceptance of this 
narration by the scholars as well as the criticism of the debated 
narrators® with his special sight into research and his in depth 
study. Abul Hasan ‘Ali bin Muhammad bin “Abdullah al Wasiti 

wl, has mentioned a dream in this regard, in which he saw Imam 
Ghai 2% Imam Shafi'l 22, said to him that Yanus bin “Abdul 
Ala has wrongly attributed this narration to me. He has also 
mentioned the answer that Ibn Kathir 4: has explained.” 

The author of Nibras says, 

VVO ali. cee Y Sst41 oY 


‘his hadith is not authentic.® 





” ‘Vahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.9 p.144 

"’ Yanus bin ‘Abdul A‘la 34, and Muhammad bin Khalid al Janadi 245, 
' Misbah az Zujajah, marginal notes of Sunan Ibn Majah p.300 

"’ Nibras p.315 
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A text of Minhdj us Sunnah states, 

ee 92 gly WB iad ee ee Voge Y Gute Lb 
OLY A eles. Caste VI 

The Hadith ‘There is no Mahdi except ‘Isa’ is da if.®3 For this 

reason, it cannot be contrasted with this one.™* 


‘Allamah Saghani ..#:. has classified this narration to be 
maudi : ®5 


2. The interpretation of this Hadith is demanded rather than the- 


apparent wording. 


The author of Misbah az Zujajah has written in the marginal 
notes of this Hadith, 


OL} $395) SEW IL ch I ole gle Lb Qed Nie 
WS 2 IM OS ee edly VY poll ste 9 6 ose op ene ne Slee 
OF GUNS GLA Vy 6 pS abe op opp gee gh abl F> cull OT 

Ws debe NN cles. Lad Lage a ne OS 


® Da ifis translated as weak. It refers to such a Hadith in which the conditions of 
Sahih and Hasan are not found. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith p.121] - [T] 

* Minhaj us Sunnah p.562 

*° Al Fawaid Al Majmd'a bi al Abadith ad Da‘tfah p.195 (Chapter of 
Miscellaneous narrations, Hadith 127, Tadhkiratul Maudfi‘at p.223 (Chapter on 
the Final Age and its trials) A Mauda ‘narration is one from whose narrator lies 
have been proven, even if one lie was spoken by him, all his narrations will not be 
accepted. The narrations of such a narrator are not accepted according to the 
Hadith scholars. [Irshad Usfil ul Hadith p.99] - [T] 
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Outwardly, it seems that this Hadith contradicts those that 
explain of a Mahdi besides ‘Isa (#1). However, upon careful 
scrutiny and thought, we understand that there is no 
contradiction between the two, considering the purport of the 
two. The meaning of the above narration is that the title ‘Mahdi’ 
refers to Hadrat ‘Isa #2) to a complete degree. And Hadrat ‘isa 
#M\ being a Mahdt does not negate another person being a 
Mahdi.*° 

We learn that this narration cannot be used as proof, The 
yubject matter of this narration also deserves scrutiny in the light 
ol a comprehensive study of the subject. The reason for this is 
that there are a number of Ahadith before us that clearly state that 
Hadrat ‘Isa #8 and Hadrat Mahdi .# are two different people. 
These narrations are presented below, 


TAAYY 45 VENTA Shall pS. uke col ge gael bel d pee 


(hat ummah will never be destroyed, at whose beginning I am, at 
whose ending will be Isa bin Maryam and whose middle period will 
have Mahdi among them.”’ 


dene oh ge Gag gle T dpe gl. ate eye or ee dees GA 


TAIT 5, VENT all 5S. 


he person behind whom Isa bin Maryam will perform salah is from 
among us.** 





"* See Misbah az Zujajah for a detailed commentary 
" Kanz ul ‘Ummal vol. 14 p.266, Hadith 38671 
* Kanz ul ‘Ummal vol.14 p.266, Hadith 38673 
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Cr et Ale J 52 GUI cael: JU ace dl 05) poe cy dil Le ye 
lis Ye 8 5) Yve OL op gd eT Ne walt Leas ays 
WA ttl 3 


It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin Umar -» that he said, 
"Mahdi will emerge after Isé and isa will perform (one) salah 
behind him." 


Cpl he ee op ee I Se AI ge WS cal ye ULL IY" 
p Lah fad, Fly autre Ulad call fe ds & cyl cxae jal 
"ony 36 alll de geal SI ae Le agate Ural dV) ode Ob: Usd 
VE sass atl (8 dil ee ops ple ye een GG 5 we gf ar ol 

VAY is slLly TAT 93, 


There will always be a group among my ummah who will fight in 
defence of the truth until Isa bin Maryam descends upon Bayt al 
Mugaddas”® at the time of Fajr. It will be requested of him, "O 
messenger of Allah, lead us in salah." He will say, "In this ummah, 
some lead others.” [Similar wording is found in Sahih Muslim] 


Sp Bd LM 0 pd ye pled (EIS aye op ne Uji ty Sigh Cech" 
dad AU a plat ool (ifs ene Spe WL re pba: cull 


Tn Jerusalem 
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OFT 5, THT AYVEY Go allel ysl 


Mahdi would turn to Isa bin Maryam when the latter would have 
lescended (from the sky). (His hair will be in such a condition) that it 
would be as if water is dripping from it. Mahdi will say, "Come 
forward, lead us in salah." Isa will reply, "The iqgamah has been 
ulled out for you." He ( Isa) will perform salah led by a person from 
my progeny.’ 


Jpeg pny debe dtl Lee dil Dp y SLG: J are atl ge) ple ye 
pn Oly: A ybd eke ee SLs scl papel O98 My Ot ee 
VE old a bya oh. AY ob bl eS col al poe le 

| ral of 
It is narrated from Hadrat Jabir 4 that he said, “Rasulullah % said, 
"Is bin Maryam will descend, then their leader Mahdi will say to 


him, ‘Come, lead us in salah.' He will reply, ‘Some of you are leaders 
wer the others. This is the honour of Allah upon this ummah."”" 


" Sunan of Aba ‘Amr.Dani pp.202-209, Hadith 596 
" Al Mawi vol.2 p.64 from Aba Nu‘aym 
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ee I py A ode ys sgl: SUE dbl am) op nee Ul OF 
Lis VAE9O 5) VONAA Ft Gl lar xT. pd Lede ee oy 
VALatT Core) 
It is narrated from Ibn Sirin 8. that he said, "The Mahdi is an 
individual of this ummah. It is he who will lead Isa bin Maryam *2) 
in salah.’ 
S33 pleng ache ail lee ail Spee Le # SE ace alg ) ULH Ul os 
ALI Ee SN cts [SF Ug ED Rell os5" Sy « Sle 
Spey le pall geld: th ol Slab e oH 6 @ pS) WS Gets 
Sa galls « pti a ples « pd dite y gt JE 8 nite 5: ail 
ce et pele S55 SN ema oye hams Aa AE gala lend e cle Jory 
me pe Sagal hens aS PLY! HS art eal ey 
wate hte 6 Saal EU Lele Sekai a) Sys pte AS yy 0 geen Geni 
ply tes pl dass EVV Ay eb lar sl." pel 
VA sll GIS — 4) LW y— pas gly Sy Bl ys 


It is narrated from Hadrat Abi Umdmah that he said, 
"Rastilullah 4% delivered a sermon in which he discussed Dajjal. He 
said, "Madinah will remove its dirt just as a furnace removes dirt from 
steel. That day will be called ‘The Day of Release’. Umm e Shartk 


*? Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.15 p.198, Narration 19495, Al Hawi vol2 p4$ 
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enquired, "O Messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be on that 
uy?" Rastilullah 3% replied, "They will be very few and will be located 
i Bayt al Muqaddas. Their leader ‘Mahdi’ will be a pious person. 
‘heir Imam would have come forward to lead them in Fajr salah 
when Isa bin Maryam will descend among them. This Imam will 
walk back on his heels in acceptance so that Isa may come forward. 
Isl will place his hands between his (Mahdi's) shoulders and say to 
him, “Go forward, because the igamah was called out for you." Then 
their leader (Mahdi #) will lead them in salah.'”* 


‘ummiary: 
ly the light of all these narrations it is known with definite 


certainty that Hadrat Mahdi and Hadrat ‘Isa #4 are two 
lifferent people. Also, in various places in the Sahihayn it is 
explained that the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa #5) will take place at 
sich a time when the Muslims will have a leader amongst them. 
here is not a single da if (see footnote 83) narration that states 
that Hadrat Mahdi <4 is not meant by the narrations that clearly 
late his name. Consequently, it has become clear that Hadrat ‘Isa 
) and Hadrat Mahdi 4 are two different people, and not one 
jwison with two names. 

Despite this, if the narration of Sunan Ibn Majah ‘There is 
Mahdi except ‘Isa’ is accepted to a certain degree, then its 
ssplanation is as stated below: 
| The meaning of referring to Hadrat ‘Isa #8 as Mahdi is 
Ailham al Mahdi' (the Greatest Mahdi). This is because every 
guided person and every person who guides others can be called 
Muli’ in the light of its lexical implication. Imam Suydti 14%. has 


Al Hawi vol.2 p.65 
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recorded the following statement of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar 

, 

Spi (SOs pi CH cagll: Gd WY IE ace ail go) oe onl ye 

sale colt. Srl I fs be fo Nols lle lal fe I 
) oY 5) yur abe op peed opal Gols lisy YNA 


The Mahdi, as is commonly used, is like a person saying, 'A pious 
person, This is because ifa person is pious, he is called Mahdi’. (In 
the light of this, ‘Mahdi’ can refer to a number of people in ity 
general implication).™ 

It is quite apparent that in consideration of this lexical 
meaning, there will be many individuals found from afte 
Rasilullah 3 until today that could be called ‘Mahdi’. Rasdlullah 
% himself used the word ‘Mahdiyyin' for the khulafa' e rashidin 
Hadrat ‘Isa 4) is referred to as the highest ranking rightful 
Mahdi. Ibn al Qayyim , points to this in the following words, 


Crag pln y dole ail Lee ail J pny she Oe slg plied ane OY" 

OLS hy 6 ol pow AHI F cpr Ys Sle OF eeved : J OF Up... dell 

VEA Cael UU. "Lage oad 

‘Is is the greatest Mahdi after the era of Rasdlullah until 

Qiyamah...it is correct to state, 'There is no genuine Mahi 
except him even though others can be (called) Mahdi. 

Similarly, it is said, ‘Hajj is Arafah'. The meaning of this is 

not that only wuqiifin arafah constitutes Hajj. However, it meats 

that it is an important link in the chain of Hajj. In the same way, 


* Al Hawi vol.2 p.78 
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ihe word ‘Dajjal' can refer to many people who possess the 
walities of Dajjal when considering the lexical meaning of the 
word ‘Dajjal'. The real and complete reference of the word, 
lwwever, is to the great liar, Dajjal, who will emerge in the time of 
| ludrat Mahdi 4 and Hadrat ‘Isa #2). 


' Another interpretation could be that a Mahdi who is complete 
wd sinless is Hadrat ‘Isa #8), Ibn al Qayyim 4. writes, 


JoalSDI gh gs 6 eet ope eee SL gH [el Ske, OF eves |S 
p> a oe Slt! by Ve) 6 SiS 3b al Ji lis. eal 

Y/N 
li is correct to say, 'The only Mahdi is ‘Isa bin Maryam, i.e. the 


wmplete and sinless Mahdi.’ 
Shaykh Barzanji .*:, also writes along similar lines, 


VEY RELAY. pd! abe pace Y] Lilla Le pane cigs Y 
I here is no sinless general Mahdi except ‘Isa #851.”° 
\ The above interpretation is clarified by the following Athar (see 
(wotnote 2) of Walid bin Muslim 24, as recorded by ‘Allamah 
Nuydti sae. 
tbe) Bacal Ls — as ye oh gent Sill Grlgey elo ade - S35 sil 


Al Isha’'a p.143 
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VAA oy Yor SLA oy ped) Gal WA ssltt 
It is narrated from Walid bin Muslim a: that he said, "I heard a 
person who was delivering a lesson of Hadith saying, ‘There are 
three Mahdi's, one is the Mahdi of goodness, Umar bin ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz #, the second is the Mahdi of blood, upon whose hands 
bloodshed will come to an end and the third is the Mahdi of din, 
‘Isa bin Maryam, upon whom the entire ummah in his time will 
bring faith. There is another narration from Hadrat Ka’b 4 that 
explains that the Mahdi of goodness (the awaited Mahdi, 
Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah) will emerge after Sufyani.° 


4. One interpretation is that there is an implicit text here. The 
complete text would read as follows, 


VEV zesty. CAS dhe ty tes VW cig 5 Y 
Mahdi will consult with ‘Isa #4 in all affairs.” 

The above answers can be presented as the interpretation 
of all those Ahadith whose subject matter could cause one to fall 
into error, thinking Hadrat ‘Isa ##\ and Hadrat Mahdi 4 to be 
the same person. A narration of Musnad Bazzér, narrated by 
Hadrat Aba Hurayrah , shows this, 





*° Al ‘Urf al Wardi ft Akhbar al Mahdi p-35, Al Hawi vol.2 p.78, Al Fitan p.25), 
Narration 988 
” Al isha‘a p.143 
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Lg t leg abe ail be ail Dyes SE: SE ae ail 6,3 y Ul ye 
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Rustilullah 3 said, “Those of you who will live will see Mahdi, i.e. Isa 
lin Maryam. He will emerge as guided, an Imam and a just ruler.” 
The summary of this discussion is that Hadrat ‘Isa %8\ and 
\|adrat Mahdi -# are two different people. Therefore, those who 
lve moved away from the path of truth, believing Hadrat ‘Isa 68) 
sid Hadrat Mahdi to be one and the same person are in reality 
denying Hadrat Mahdi -43, Such a person is astray. This is 
expecially true with regards to the Qadiydni sect who first believed 
|ladrat ‘Isa #&1 and Hadrat Mahdi < to be one and the same 
jorson. Thereafter they said that this person is Mirza Ghulam 
Alumad Qadiyani (upon him be what he deserves). They are 
certainly very far from the path of truth and are wandering in me 
valley of deviation. In fact, the following verse illustrates their 
wality, ; nce yin, 
WIZ ASP eG Clb] a SH Gas Olle 
Darkness upon darkness. (The darkness is so intense that) He is 
inuble to see his own hand when he extends it before himself. [Surah 
an Nutr (Celestial Light) 24:40] 
The truth is that none of the signs regarding the awaited 

Muldi, Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah 4% and Hadrat ‘Isa #4) are 
lowind in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiyani to the least extent. 


 Musnad Bazzar vol.9 p.77 














THE BELIEF OF THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI 


1. It is necessary and obligatory for every Muslim to believe in the 
emergence of Mahdi. 


Vee ls cords (sigh cl) dey Se Ged doth, 
In summary, it is obligatory to verify, i.e. believe in the emergence 
of Mahdi.” 
The following is explained in Sharh Agidah as Safarini, 


Gosden gc tell pal wie 5 he ye Se corly sgl oy py dE 
VAN * ga slidl Bde cpt elds HII fal slic 


It is obligatory to have belief in the emergence of Mahdi. This is 
established according to the scholars and is recorded in the books 
of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah. 


‘Allamah Muhammad bin Sulayman al Halabi 1. writes, 
GLa oe JAS 5 PAN abe pre S95 De CE al lel 


VY JU ey cS SUI a 


Know well that it is obligatory to believe in the descent of ‘Isa %4). 
Similarly, (it is obligatory to believe in the) emergence of 
Mahdi. 

Hadrat Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi 28: says, 
The emergence of Mahdi close to Qiydmah is a certainty, Hadrat 
Mahdi # will be a truthful ruler in the sight of Allah 3 and 
Rasdlullah 48. Rastilullah 3 also prophesized him to be a khalifah. 


” Nibras p.305 
1 Nukhbah al La’ali p.71 
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He further writes, 
\ will be obligatory to follow Hadrat Mahdi - in those matters 
that deal with the khalifah during his (Hadrat Mahdi -%'s) 
bhilafah.'” 


|. ‘The belief of the emergence of Mahdi is an accepted belief of 
the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah. 

Maulana Badr e ‘Alam Mirthi 2. explains in Tarjuman 

ws Sunnah that the commentator of Agidah As Safdrint has 
ilaimed the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4 to have reached the 
level of tawatur (see footnote 50). He has counted it among the 
\wliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamd ah. He says, 
‘I'he Ahadith concerning the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4 are 
\o many that they can be said to have reached the level of tawatur 
ina nawi (see footnote 51). This aspect is so famous that among 
them that it is counted to be from the beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah. 
Abii Nu‘aym Hl, Aba Dawid ww, Tirmidhi s%., Nasa't s&h, 
ind others have recorded a number of narrations from the 
sahibah 4 and the tabi'in on this subject. From these narrations, 
one attains definite conviction in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
&. Therefore, it is necessary to have conviction in the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi 4 in accordance to the explanation of the 
ulema’ and the beliefs of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah." 


\, One attains complete conviction in the emergence of Hadrat 


Mahdi 4 due to the Ahadith narrated in this regard. 





" VeAlatul Khifa’ vol.1 p.26 
” ‘farjuman us Sunnah p.377 from Sharh ‘Aqidah As Safarini 
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4. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 1k. says, 

"Those who are affiliated with the field of Hadith are aware of the 
fact that the scholars of Hadith record the chapters in their books 
of those things which, according to them are proven in the 
Ahadith. This is especially the case when after transmitting the 
Hadith they remain silent. In accordance to this principle, it can 
be safely said that those scholars of Hadith that transmitted 
Ahadith about the emergence of Mahdi'™ and recorded separate 
chapters for these Ahadith had the belief of the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi #s. They also had the belief that he (Hadrat Mahdi 
«#) is one of the signs of Qiyamah.'""™ 


S. In every era, from the honourable era of Rasdlullah 38 until 
today, the mufassirin'°’, mutakallimin'® and most of the ulemd’ of 
the ummah have explained the emergence of Mahdi with due 
importance in their books and statements. ‘Abdur Rahman 
Mubarakpiri 2 writes regarding this, 

cp Ole ST gy Val lac Yt de LY al 2 BLS Ge 9 yell OF lel 

VEN 55 WARE. cpl omy | SOT Mo. CoS fal ys ley a yg 

It should be known that it has remained famous among all the 


Muslims that in the final era, a person from the ahl al bayt'”’ will 
emerge... his name will be Mahdi.' 


'3 ‘This has been explained in the chapter 'Ahadith pertaining to the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi «4:' 

'* “Agidah Zuhair e Mahdi 

15 Scholars of Tafsir (Exegesis) - [T] 

106 ‘Scholars of Belief - ['T] 

'7 "The household of Rasdlullah 3 - [T] 

8 ‘Tubfa al Ahwadhi vol.6 p-401 
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The conclusion reached is that the vast majority of the 
Muslim ummah believes and accepts the emergence of Mahdi 
with tawatur (see footnote 50). 


6. The ulema’ of aqa‘id have stated the emergence of Mahdi to be 
the truth. Hadrat Mufti Kifayatullah 24 says, 
‘Before Qiyamah, the occurrence of the emergence of Dajjal, the 
voming of Hadrat Masih 8) and the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
and all those things that are proven from authentic narrations 
and are worthy of standing as proof are true.” 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandehlawi a#. 
writes in Aqd'id e Islam, 
‘It is among the beliefs of the ah! us sunnah wal jamé ah that the 
emergence of Hadrat Mahdi -% in the final era is true and 
accurate, It is necessary to believe in it because the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi # is proven from mutawdtir (see footnote 50) 
Ahadith and by the consensus of the ummah, even though some 
of the details are proven from Ahddith classified as khabar e 
wahid''°. From the era of the sahabah # and the tabiin until 
today, Muslims of every class, in the east and west, the ulemd’, 
pious, commoners and elite have been explaining the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi "1" 


" Jawahir al Iman p.8 

'" Khabar e Wahid is literally translated as ‘that which has been narrated by a 
single person’. In the study of Hadith it refers to such a narration which has not 
iwached the level of tawdtur, — [T] 

id Aqi'id e Islam vol.1 p.64 
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THE RULING PERTAINING TO THE PERSON WHO 
REJECTS THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI 


The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi # is the unanimous belief of all 
among the ahl us sunnah. Therefore, it cannot be rejected. Fagih 
al Ummah Hadrat Mufti Mahmid al Hasan Gangohi a4: writes 
regarding the rejecter of this belief, 
Question: 
Is the belief of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4 among the 
necessary aspects of din in the light of the Qur'an and Hadith? 
What is the ruling of shari ah regarding the person who does not 
believe in the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4? 
Answer: 
All praise is due to Allah, and may His blessings and salutations be 
upon Rasdlullah 

Detail regarding the vicegerent of Allah - the Mahdi - is found in 
Sunan Abt Dawid. Mention is made of his signs, the pledge of 
allegiance at his hands and his works. The person who does not 
accept his emergence does not accept these Ahadith. He should 
be reformed so that he can tread the straight path." 

Hadrat Maulana Abt Muhammad ‘Abdul Haq Haqqani 
aes. writes, 
‘It is part of the beliefs of the Ah/ us Sunnah that Hadrat Mahdi 
will emerge in the final age wherein he will overpower the non 
Muslims and strengthen Islam. The rest of the details have been 
proven from narrations classified as khabar e dhdd'. These 


"2 Batawa Mahm(diyya vol.1 p.111 
"3 Plural of Khabar e Wahid - [T] 





77 


details are also portions of various ahadith that have been strung 
together. If a person does not have conviction in it, he does not 
leave the fold of Islam. It is a separate matter altogether if we err 
in understanding the narrations passed down to us in whatever 
way from Rasitlullah 38. However, all of them are true and will 
definitely happen. This should be borne in mind with the other 
signs of Qiyamah as well.'"* 


THE CONCERN OF THE SAHABAH # AND 
STRANGE GLAD-TIDINGS FROM RASULULLAH # 


Se Legg hy 9S OF Let SE ae il 98) ptt Lee Ul ge 
Lam tee oF stall sed Gol": Su play ale ail ro Lo Ls 
eb OB eee: DE SIS Ley Ws SE SL 5) Le se Ul 
paral ead Gad toed: SE cael cheel cage bk: Syid fo Na! 

VAY (cha 5. ee tude ba. "alae gl 


Lladrat Abii Said Khudri 2 narrates that Rasiilullah 32 said, "We 
fear that events would take place after Rasilullah #. We asked 
Rastlullah 3 about this. He % said, “Mahdi will emerge in my 
wnmah. He will live for five, or seven or nine. (Zayd — a narrator - 
iloubted) Zayd says, 'We said, "What measurement is this of?" He 3 
wid, "Years." He 38 then said, "A person will come to him and say, 'O 


a 


‘Aqi'id e Islam p.185 
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Mahdi, grant me, grant me.” He % said, "He will place so much 
(wealth) in his clothing that he will not be able to carry it."""5 

The famous muhaddith, Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad 

Gangohi 4, said the following in the light of this Hadith, 
‘Once Rastlullah 38 gave the sahabah glad-tidings of the goodness 
of the first three eras, they understood that trials and events 
would occur after that (the first three eras). There will be such a 
time after the best eras that every day will prove to be worse than 
the previous one. 

The sahabah « became worried about the future of the 
beloved ummah of Rastlullah 3 upon hearing this, that, what will 
be the condition of the ummah when they will be involved in 
religious works and death will come upon them suddenly? Also, 
who will awaken the ummah from the sleep of negligence in this 
time of evil, trials and deviation? Rasdlullah # gave these glad- 
tidings in order to remove the worry of the sahabah # so that 
they would be contented that even during this critical time, there 
will be emergence of guides. The emergence of guides is a clear 
proof that even in this era full of trials, the essence of goodness 
will be present and the teaching of din and the spread of the 
Sunnah will continue.'"® 

He further explains the reconciliation between the three 
figures narrated in this Hadith, i.e. five, seven and nine, 


BAAN n¢Z OF bly Node oy GS ySlye aI Le gL tend 


"5 Jami at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.47 
"6 A] Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.$7 
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"dye SN a b 
"I'he reconciliation between these narrations is that preparation 
of his army will take place in five years, then war will be waged 
with the non Muslims for two years, he will then rule for two 
years. In this way, there remains no contradiction between the 


words of the Hadith.’ 


THE STATUS OF MAHDI IN RELIGION, THIS 
WORLD, AND THE HEREAFTER 


|. The following is explained in a Hadith, 

Uglan sh cb cstally « LT pee on ene el SUT aed he 

FAV) oo VEN V Sol pS 

(hat ummah will never be destroyed, at whose beginning I am, at 
whose ending will be Isa bin Maryam and whose middle period will 
have Mahdi among them.'”” 
), He (Hadrat Mahdi 4) will be the final khalifah e rashid. 
\. He will be the final mujaddid. 


4, He will reach the highest level of sainthood (wilayah). 





"’ Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.14 p.266, Hadith 38671 
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5. The following narration describes him to be one of the leaders 
in paradise, 


pels abe dbl bee dil I pny cree SB ace abl go) UL op il ye 
pha y des ipay lett pal tole Mall re Uy pp gi 


Vee dole ol. Ga ghly Crmbly cehly 


Hadrat Anas bin Malik #% narrates that he heard Rastlullah % 
saying, "We, the progeny of Abdul Muttalib will be the leaders in 
paradise, myself, Hamzah, Ali, Jafar, Hasan, Husayn and 
Mahdi.""* 

This narration is not among the fabricated narrations of 
Sunan Ibn Majah. There are mutabi ‘(see footnote 58) narrations 
for it, as well as narrations that corroborate this one. 


6. He will be blessed by Allah 4€ with great spiritual strength. 


7. His status is directly below that of the Khulafa’ e Rashidin. 
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandehlawi a‘: 

writes regarding this, 

‘Imam Mahdi is the final khalifah e rashid of the ummah of 

Rasilullah #5. His status is after that of Hadrat Abd Bakr % and 

Hadrat ‘Umar according to majority of the ulemd’.'!” 


8. All the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth will love him. 


"8 Sunan Ibn Majah p.300 


'? Al Qaul al Muhkam ff Nuzdl ‘Isa bin Maryam, well known as Nuzil e ‘Is wa 
Zuhtr e Mahdi 
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” ‘The first salah that Hadrat ‘Isa 368) will perform after his 
Jexcent will be as a follower of Hadrat Mahdi 4s. This is a form of 
nour for this ummah. (A distinguished person of this ummah 
hwhind whom a Nabi will perform salah) 


1). He will not be a Nabi or a Rasiil. Wahi will not come to him, 
jd he will not claim nubuwwah. No one will believe him to be a 
Nabi. 

We learn from this that the person who claims to be the 
Mulidi as well as a Nabi is a liar. (Similarly, all those that claimed 
\ be the Mahdi until today are also liars) 


\!, Hadrat Mahdi 2 will be the khalifah and the ruler of the 
Muslims until the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa $1. 


|) Hadrat ‘Isa ##\ will hold the status of leader (amir) after his 
escent, and Hadrat Mahdi 4% will hold the status of minister 
(wuzir). They will consult with one another. 
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yasuf Ludhiyanwi 
wiiles regarding this, 
Hladrat ‘Isa 868 will be the khalifah after his descent. This 
position of his is part of the creed of the Muslims. It is for this 
jason that Hadrat Mahdi 4 will hand the matters of the khilafah 
wer to him after his descent and he (Hadrat Mahdi 4) will 
iwcome one of his ministers. All the Muslims will obey him. For 
iis reason, there will be no need for any claims, nor any election 


wi selection."° 


Al Mahdi wa Al Masih p.21 
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REMAINING HIDDEN UNTIL HIS EMERGENCE 


After the study of Ahzdith we realize that the emergence o/ 
Hadrat Mahdi -4 has been kept hidden until a specified time, 
When the time for his emergence comes, this secret will suddenly 
be opened for the people by Allah 48. It is also surprising to note 
that Hadrat Mahdi # will not be acquainted with his status. This 
is learnt from the following narration, 


Lin GAM: glory ale dtl ro dbl I pry SE: J ace al coy Le oy 
WV Val tee YTV 9 dle ol al Gail nes CuI fal 


Hadrat Ali 4 narrates that Rastlullah % said, "Mahdi will be from 


us, the Ahl al Bayt, Allah will bless him with the capacity 
overnight.""”" . 


Shaykh ‘Abdul Ghani Dehlawi »: writes in the 
commentary of this Hadith, 


Chee. Lakay Bee, LO, LW eee ol A Gail odin UI 
§>lL| 


Allah will bless him with the capacity to rule and hold the position 
of khalifah suddenly overnight.'” 


"21 Sunan Ibn Majah vol.2 p.310, Musnad Ahmad vol.1 p.106 
"22 Anjah Al Hajah 


a 
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Allimah Ibn Kathir .2 writes in the commentary of this Hadith, 
palgll. LUIS gS J Of aa dt py deghs ai ys ade dil ost ol 


Ww) ell 9 opal 
Allh will bless him with His special favour and‘will grant him 
ivine ability, thereby inspiring him with this reality and making 
\\in acquainted with his position of which he was unaware.'” 

The characteristics and good qualities of Hadrat Mahdi 2 
will remain hidden and unknown until the time for his 
emergence. For this reason, none will recognize him. Once the 
(ime for his emergence comes, in His infinite power, Allah $6 will 
\yeate all the abilities within him to rule in a single night. Due to 
ils, his being the Mahdi will become so clear and open that a 
\impleton will be able to recognize him easily. His emergence will 
jw loved and adored by all because of the great trials that will be 
jwesent at that time. 

Hadrat Maulana Badr e ‘Alam Mirthi “i. writes, 

\ deep reality is opened up by means of this. And that is, some 
people in whose hearts iman is weak will question, when Hadrat 
Mahdi 4 will have such open fame, then how can he remain 
recognized by the general populace and the elite? The reason 
lor this is that it cannot be understood that people will be waiting 
iv his emergence at the time of great calamities and troubles. 
Hlwwever, this sentence, ' Allah will bless him with the capacity 
wernight' has solved this difficulty. Even though many people 
jussess these qualities, his (Hadrat Mahdi 4's) inner works and 
itituality will remain hidden by the will of Allah. This will 


jemain until the time for his emergence comes, for then, his inner 





’ An Nihayah fi Al Fitan wa Al Malahim vol.1 p.31 
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specialities will be brought out in the open in a single night. It is a 
though this is a manifestation of the power (of Allah) that none 
will be able to recognize him before his emergence. Once the time 
comes, then through the power of Allah 4%, all the abilities will be 
created in him overnight. After this, it will be open even to a blini| 
person that he is the Mahdi. 

Look at how the emergence of Dajjdl is proven from 
authentic Ahadith, but how much is this proven reality hidden 
just before his emergence? Since seeing that these incidents are tw 
happen in an age full of trials, it is a fitnah on its own to desire the 
emergence of Mahdi and the presence of Dajjdl and delve intu 
this subject."* 


WHEN WILL THE MAHDI EMERGE? 


The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi -4 is greatly emphasized in the 
Ahadith. We have also been given definite information that after 
his emergence, the Muslim ummah will develop and prosper. AI 
the same time, the exact year and month has not been specified. 

The conditions of the Muslim ummah at that time can be 
gauged to a great degree from the Ahadith. From these Ahadith, |! 
can be learnt that the time for his emergence is close. 


oo Tarjumén us Sunnah vol.4 pp.404-405 
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‘HE GENERAL CONDITION OF THE UMMAH 
WHEN THE TIME OF HIS EMERGENCE IS CLOSE 


| I'he earth would have been filled with oppression and tyranny. 


' lhe oppression will be so great that no place of refuge would be 
iwind. Hakim 34: has transmitted the following narration in this 
iegard, 

ply dhe ait fro dtl Spry SE: SE are dil 92) Gt! dew Ul ye 


UN eed ge GW Gente Fe egtllaben cps Ads 6 Sal J 5: 
wy pee [Me the (LS Yate y Wand oY ad Tie op Mey 
pSl> 5 tens 


Hudrat Abii Said Al Khudri narrates that Rastlullah 3 said, 
\ reat difficulities will come upon my ummah from their rulers, until 
ihe carth will become straigtened upon them. Allah will then send a 
person from my family who will fill the earth with justice and equity 
just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny.” 


\ l'cople will be spitting at one another. 
VY Sell pS See. Ge 
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It is narrated from Hadrat ‘Ali - that he said, "Mahdi will not 


appear until that time wherein you will be spitting in one 


another's faces.!*5 : 


According to the research of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
#lz., this Hadith can be relied upon.’ 


4. Taking the name of Allah 4 will be a crime deserving capital 
punishment. 


E/OO8 Sha SN ytcene. fo5 ail abil” for SI SUE 13} 
When a person will say, ‘Allah, Allah’, he will be killed.'?” 


5. The ummah will face many tests. 


6. There will be great differences and earthquakes, ie. very 
troubled conditions. 


7. Din will decline. 
8. There will be a flood of fitnah. 


9. The conditions will be such that the Muslims will say out of 
hopelessness, ‘Will Mahdi ever come?' i.e. people will lose hope 
with regards to the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi #. 


"5 Muntakhab Kanz al ‘Ummil vol.6 p.33 
'26 ‘ Agidah Zuhdr e Mahdi p.70 
"7 Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.554 
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\\ is narrated from Ibn “Abbas -& that he said, "Mahdi will emerge 
ilter a state of hopelessness and the people will say, 'There is no 
Mahdi?’ 


\(). The Satanic powers will have dominance in the world. 


\!. Crookedness would have been created in the hearts of the 
Muslims. 


|). There will be no importance given to din or the shari ah. 
| \. Haram will be understood to be halal. 


| 1. Good will be taken to be evil and evil will be taken to be good. 
The conditions that will come over the ummah can be 
understood from the following Hadith, 


Wd get lin y dhe atl bre dil Spey JE: SE aie abl 9d) OLS Ye 
Ui segs JB Lai « Lgcaad LJ USY 615 |S p Kile e105 OT ee 
webs ft elas ete KS 6 2S ee y gail fp JB flee cos 
Nabe oh gS Kg AB Sail GSS 5 « Sie SUM pS ye pyr ce ail 
jlo gal, gh Lal Sg GUI Ce: JU Pee ll ley dy bs pli 

EYaV 45, Weds 
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Hadrat Thaubdén > narrates that Rastilullah # said, "A time will 
come upon you in which nations will invite one another to attack you 
like people are invited to eat from the food cloth. (Those who partake 
of the meals surround the food cloth. Similarly, these groups of non- 
Muslims will surround the Muslims). The sahdbah 4 asked, "O 
messenger of Allah, will our numbers be very few on that day?” 
Rasilullah 3 replied, “No, you will be in great numbers at that time, 
but, (with regards to din), you will be like the scum of the flood 
waters. Awe for you will leave the hearts of the enemies and you will 
fall prey to ‘wahn’. A person asked, "What is wahn?' He 3 said, "Love 
of this world and fear of death." 


BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS OF THE MAHDI 


NAME AND LINEAGE 

The name of Hadrat Mahdi is Muhammad, son of ‘Abdullah, 

His family relation is to the Ahl al Bayt, i.e. the Band Hashim. His 

father's lineage is traced back to Hadrat Hasan 4. He is therefore 

a Hasani Sayyid from this side. He is traced back to Hadrat 
‘Husayn # - the martyr of Karbala - from his mother's side, 

making him a Husayni Sayyid. 

In essence, the nartations regarding this differ. Some state 
that he is Hasani, while others state that he is Husayni. Imam Abii 
Dawid ..#\: has recorded the following narration in his Sunan, 


al ge goo es LE a all oy Oy pla Ge Cht> 5: o5lo gl UU 
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"8 Sunan Abd Dawid vol.2 p.590, Hadith 4297 
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23)2 gel Miley ashe dtl bee Sid perl pone ru dhe ow Tes 
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Ladrat ‘Ali 4% is reported to have said, while looking at his son, 
Hasan, "This son of mine is a leader, just as Rasdlullah 38 called 
him a Sayyid. A person will be born from his progeny whose name 
will correspond to the name of your Nabi." 


pee ope Ne ye 6 fed al ge «deb pl Gee qty JI > 
Al GIS Slee oily St ae 21. BL Ys Aly Youd SLA 

VAN 
Ladrat “Abdullah bin ‘Amr 4 is reported to have said, "A man 


lrom the progeny of Husayn will emerge from the east. Even if a 


mountain has to come his way, he will destroy it and make his 


path across."!”? 


Alter studying these two apparent contradictions, read the two 
answers provided by the author of Nibras. He writes, 


woh Shy Tete atl gt) Ot Vl cpl oV sl ce Gaghl Of G ak 
tY4. pt bl Fy aie ail ges de ye agle gl olay (Sede! ya 
PVT ald. ate Gly pee Che ge ail pean aay 


“Al Hawi vol.2 p.66 
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Scholars are of differing views as to the lineage of Hadrat Mahdi 
«8. Some say that he is of the progeny of Hadrat Hasan 48, while 
others are of the view that he is from the progeny of Hadrat 
Husayn -#. The preferred view is that he is from the progeny of 
Hadrat Hasan 4. A narration of Hadrat ‘Ali -, transmitted by 
Imam Abdi Dawid 3 corroborates this. Some scholars have 
reconciled the two views, stating that his father will be from the 
progeny of Hadrat Hasan # and his mother will be from the 
progeny of Hadrat Husayn 4s. 
A point worthy of note: 
Ibn al Qayyim Al Jauzi 14. writes, 


ord BIS OT yay Gb po Ly oo 5 dy 
IV Hoag GAS SW spent 6 GLI BILL @ gi oye oly oye ail 
45533 cheel si dil Lach tI ye al oshe dail iu olny 
4-3 dos Ji lis 191 Ag eal op Gaal GUL. ane Lal 

V4 ad 


There is a subtle point worthy of note in Hadrat Mahdi #s being 
from the progeny of Hadrat Hasan #s. That is, Hadrat Hasan 4 
stepped down from the khildfah for the pleasure of Allah 3. In 
lieu of this, Allah 3% has decreed a person to emerge from his 
progeny who will establish the true khildfah. It will be so just that 
the earth would be filled with justice. It is the way of Allah 3% His well-known title is Mahdi, meaning ‘guided’ (one who has 
among His servants that he who leaves something for the pleasure received guidance to the truth from Allah 3 and together with 
ae Allah 36 will bless him or his children with something this, he becomes a means of guidance for others). Every pious, 
etter. 


Note: It is known from some narrations that Hadrat 
Mahdi will be from the progeny of Hadrat ‘Abbas <2. 


crt SM OF crake Lal ne SE oll Uys lal ail gl 
WY Sell pS Sete. Leo yo Ley ¢ Lib yo Ss 


Rasilullah 3 said, "O Allah, help Abbas and the children of Abbas. 
(He 38 said this thrice). O my uncle, do you not know that Mahdi will 
be from your progeny. He will be guided, pleased and will be pleased 
with," 

The compiler of Kanz ul Ummiél states after recording 
this narration that the narrators in the chain are reliable. In some 
chains of this narration, Muhammad bin Zakariyya Al Ghallabi is 
found. He is not reliable. Some scholars have said that he used to 
fabricate Ahadith.'” 

If this narration is accepted, then it is possible that 
Rastilullah 3 pointed to Hadrat ‘Abbas # for this reason that he 
was the sole elder of the family at that time. It is common to refer 
to the progeny of someone by linking them to the elders or 
responsible people of the family. 

Note: In some books, it is stated that the name of the 
mother of Hadrat Mahdi # is Amina. We could not find a reliable 
source for this. 


TITLE 


'! Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.6 p.31 


190 Al Manar Al Munif p-1S1, Fayd al Qadir vol.6 p.279 12 A] Mughni vol.2 p.300 
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guided person who treads the straight path can be called ‘Mahdi’ 
in accordance to the lexical implication of the word. However, as 
a definition of the Ahl us Sunnah (which in reality is the definition 
of the shariah), Mahdi refers to that honourable personality 
whose emergence before Hadrat ‘Isa #5) has been prophesized in 
mutawatir (see footnote $0) Ahadith, In conditions of despair, he 
will bring hope. He will be a means of elevating the ummah on a 
global level. His special signs and recognizable conditions are 
explained in authentic Ahadith that have authentic chains of 
transmission. These signs cannot be applied to anyone besides 
this special Mahdi. 


THE WORD ‘IMAM’ OR" ‘ALAYHI AS SALAM’ 
TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF MAHDI 


THE WORD ‘IMAM' 

Some people use the word ‘imam’ with the name of Hadrat Mahdi 
‘$. Some of our scholars have given permission for this. This 
permission is backed by sound proof as well. However, it is 
appropriate not to use the word upon the basis of ‘saddan lil 
bab’.'* This word should not be used as a technical definition for 
him, nor is it correct to use it upon the basis of its lexical meaning. 
The reason for this is that a doubt is created about bringing a 
shi'ite viewpoint into vogue. This viewpoint is that the twelve 
individuals whom the shi'as believe to be sinless are referred to 
with the title ‘imam’. Therefore, there would be confusion in using 


'33 Saddan lil Bab is translated as closing the door, i.e. to institute such a ruling 


that will close the door in the face of other incorrect things (before they could 
occur). —[T] 
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the word ‘imam’ when considering the usage of it by the shi'as. It 
will be better to leave it out. The reason for not using it upon the 
basis of its lexical meaning is that this word is not used even for 
people who are much higher in status than Hadrat Mahdi :, like 
the khulafa' e rashidin. 


THE WORD ' ALAYHI AS SALAM' 

Some people use the word ‘ alayhi as salam' together with the title 
Mahdi. According to common usage ( urf), this is special with the 
messengers and the angels. Hadrat Mahdi < is neither a 
messenger, nor an angel. Therefore, the word ‘alayhi as salam' 
should not be used with his name. It is appropriate to use the 
word ‘radiyallahu anhu' (-4). 

Subsequently, our honourable teacher, Hadrat Mufti Sa‘id 
Ahmad Palanpari writes in his unique commentary of Hujjatullah 
ul Baligha, titled Rahmatullah al Wasi a, 

Note: Hadrat Shah Waliullah « has used the word 
‘ulayhi as salam' in his Friday sermons for Hadrat Hasan # and 
|ladrat Husayn «4s, whereas the belief of imadmah is that of the 
shias. The reason put forward that it was possibly used in the 
lexical meaning is incorrect because this word was not used with 
the names of the khulafa’ e rashidin, whereas they were more 
deserving of it. Similarly, many authors use the word 'alayhi as 
slam‘. This cannot be correct in any way according to the ahl us 
sunnah because the belief of imamah and infallibility is that of the 


shi'as.'%4 


‘" Rahmatullah al Wasi'a vol.1 p.85 











94 


Maulana Khayr Muhammad Jalandhari ~#. has written 
along similar lines in reply to a question recorded in Khayr al 
Fatdawa vol.1 p.147. . 

In summary, ‘Imam Mahdi #¢5i’ is an effect of shism that 
has become famous among people. It could also be said or written 
unknowingly out of intense love. It is necessary to refrain from it. 

Whether it is correct or not to use the word ‘radiyallahu 
anhu' remains to be discussed. To use the word ‘radiyallahu anhu' 
after his emergence will be permissible in the light of the various 
narrations regarding him. One narration of Kanz ul Ummal 
vol.14 p.270, Hadith 38586 is quoted below, 


LEI Slay oleh Sl ace 5%» 
The inhabitants of the skies and the earth will be pleased with 
him. 

Note: The word ‘Imam’ has been used a lot in the Ahddith 
for Hadrat Mahdi 5. It is for this reason that a great number of 
the early and contemporary scholars have been using the word 
‘Imam’. However, because the belief of imdamah is a foundational 
and important belief of the shi‘as, it is appropriate for us to refrain 
from using it. 

alls dstty lb GLU, 
For people is that which their way loves 


The summary of this discussion is that the appropriate title is 
Hadrat Mahdi 4s. 
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|'LACE OF ORIGIN 
Se Lal oe ol Sls Se UL] Lbs Sell al gs Jeu gad aE 
VOM s5ho gh. ell ebay GS Noy Spwld 0 IS gay diye ed 
Ladrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha - the wife of Rasitilullah % 
narrates that Rasilullah 3 said,"There will be difference of opinion 
upon the death of a khalifah. A person will run from Madinah to 
Makkah. The people of Makkah will come to him to bring him out for 
imdmah, but he will dislike it. The people will then pledge allegiance 
\o him at the place between Maqam Ibrahim and the Hijr.""* 

The home and place of birth of Hadrat Mahdi - is 
Madinah Munawwarah, and the place of his emergence is Makkah 
Mukarramah. He will migrate to Bayt al Muqaddas (in Sham) 
with the objective of making din reign high, Mulla ‘Ali al Qari wk. 
writes in Sharh Figh al Akbar, 
che CN dll ee GE Se one SS oe ANE YT ol Gall ol 

YY SY! afi 


Lladrat Mahdi < will first emerge in the Haramayn, and then he 
will go to Bayt al Mugaddas.'*° 


’ Sunan Abd Dawéd vol.2 p.589 
'"’ Sharh Figh al Akbar p.136 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Hadrat Shah Rafi’ ud Din Dehlawi .x. writes with regards to the 
physical features of Hadrat Mahdi #s, 

‘He will be moderately tall, his body will be agile, his colour will 
be clear and his face will be similar to that of Rasilullah 38. His 
character will also resemble that of Rasilullah 3 to a complete 
1137 

The physical features of Hadrat Mahdi <4 have been 
vaguely explained in the Ahadith together with his name and 
lineage. The reason for this is that there will be no confusion in 
identifying him. A narration of Sunan Abd Dawid about this is as 
follows, 


athe [LS Vite y and 2 ey I a ag tl ded fe sgl 


degree. 


VAR a 5la gil cp» ew eee Aas gy gers (ls 


Hadrat Abi Sa id al Khudri 4 narrates that Rasiilullah 38 said,"The 
Mahdi will be from my progeny. He will have a wide forehead and a 
high thin nose. He will fill the earth with equity and justice just as it 
was filled with oppression and tyranny. He will rule for seven 
years.""8 

Two physical features of Hadrat Mahdi -# have been 
mentioned in this Hadith for those who will see him. One is that 
he will have a luminous wide forehead. Second, he will have a high 


nose. Both of these show the beauty, elegance and handsomeness 


'37 “A lamat e Qiyamat p.10 
138 Sunan Abi Dawid vol.2 p-588 


97 


(man. This is why these two things were also found in the figure 
of Rastilullah 48.'°? 

The meaning of mentioning these two features should be 
\iken that he (Hadrat Mahdi #) will be handsome and elegant. 
| however, the basic sign by means of which he will be recognized 
\\ his works, that he will bring an end to oppression and tyranny. 
(ur world will become a world of equity and justice.” 

A narration of a similar nature is recorded in Mustadrak 
Ildkon, 


ply abe ail Lee atl Spon SB: SB are al oy ot dee Ul oe 
{eg Vad oN Shes ded ah a AST ot fal be cull : 
Vrmehl ieey cyt Creel a jl dana 'y (LAS tery (Ab 9 Ly ge cole |S 
he dye plie bo be more Cte lie. BHU tie y ol Yl 

AVV + oy t/\s . Sled 3) jes 

Iludrat Abii Sa td al Khudri #5 narrates that Rastilullah # said,"The 
Mahdi is from us — the Ahl al Bayt — his nose will be straight and lon 
inl his forehead will be wide. He will fill the earth with equity ani! 
juslice just as it was filled with oppression and tyranny. He will live so 
miny years," (After saying this) Rasilullah 3¥ (spreading his five 
lingers) opened his left hand and two fingers of his right hand (the 


inex and thumb), keeping the other three closed. (He had seven 
lingers open in total).'™ 


* Shama'il e Tirmidhi p.2 
” Mu arifal Hadith vol.8 p-171 
Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.600 Hadith 8670 
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Some narrations explain the bodily features of Hadrat 

Mahdi 4, 
She SN oe 8 pol Fad ot 8 Gall IB te al (589 de oy 
It is narrated from Hadrat ‘Ali 4 that he said, "The Mahdi is « 
young man from the Quraysh, of wheatish colour and his build 
will be thin and tall."!” 

Three of his bodily features are explained in the above 
texts. However, as far as his signs are concerned, this much is 
narrated that his life will resemble that of Rasdlullah #. It cannot 
be denied that together with knowledge, practice, perfection in 
spirituality and character, his physical features will be a means ol 
attracting and drawing people towards him. 

Imam. Abi Dawid sx. has mentioned under the 
narration of Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha, 

ENS his, ZA" ojl> pl. JAI Gages Vy GE Gage 


Hadrat Mahdi : will resemble Rastlullah % in character but not 
in physical features.'** 
The author of Badhl ul Majhid writes, 


lb dl (G8 dag Vy) Nd aT dl (GE Gat) 
o/\ V5 ygeckl SL. 5) val 


Hadrat Mahdi 4 will resemble Rasdlullah % in lofty character but 
not in physical features. 


'2 Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.6 p.34 
"43 Sunan Abdi Dawid vol.2 p.S89, Hadith 4290 


eg 


It also becomes clear that it is a great sign for the 
cognition of Hadrat Mahdi < for his character to resemble that 
i! Rasdlullah 38, It is also known that it is not necessary that he 
iwsembles Rasdlullah 3 completely in physical appearance. 


THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI AND GENERAL 
CONDITIONS OF THAT ERA AND 
}1OW WILL THE EMERGENCE OF MAHDI TAKE 
PLACE? 


We cannot specify the time of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi +s. 
\lnwever, many Ahadith mention the incidents surrounding his 
emergence, The summary of these narrations is that a khalifah 
will pass away. There will be difference of opinion regarding the 
wadership, i.e. who should be made the leader. A capable person 
tom Madinah Munawwarah (Hadrat Mahdi 4, who would be 
witil then unknown by the people) will go to Makkah 
‘ukarramah. He will have the fear that people would make him 
ihe khalifah, He will not like to accept the post of khilafah. He will 
‘tive to keep himself hidden but the people of Makkah 
Mukarramah will recognize this handsome capable person. 
\Jespite him not wanting it, people will begin to pledge allegiance 
i his hands at the place between the Hijr al Aswad and Maqam 
\lvahim. The people who pledge allegiance at the blessed hands 
i [ladrat Mahdi first will number three hundred and thirteen, 
‘responding to the number of participants in the battle of Badr 
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and to the followers of Talit #4).'* These three hundred and 
thirteen luminaries will have a very high level of iman and they 
will be the best of all the people of every era after those of the 


khayr al qurin'** 


. Then, as the news will spread, the sincere ones 
will form different group: and join Hadrat Mahdi 4s. A group will 
come from the east and will help Hadrat Mahdi in the 


establishment of his rule. ‘he following narrations explain this, 


pl Se VE 5 Bl ee op petlels G pall nt cy Ue > We 
9y0F 65) Gl ye «bed op! de> : JE GIA o5lo op sla Le alle 
E+ AA 45; Vos danke cpl ope « ailble ou Sigel 
Hadrat Abdullah bin al Héarith bin Juz az Zabidi 4 says that 
Rasiilullah % said, "People will come from the east and help Hadrat 
Mahdi ." 
After going into extensive detail with regards to the 
narrators of this Hadith, Hadrat Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi as 


says that this Hadith can be relied upon. This is because no one 
has classified it as maudd ‘(see footnote 85). 


ap According to the famous view, there were three hundred and thirteen sahabah 
4% in the battle of Badr, and those who followed the guidance of Hadrat Talat a" 
and went forward to face Jalat also numbered three hundred and thirteen. 

‘4S ‘The best of eras. They are the eras of Rasdlullah %, the sahabah .& and the 
tabi'in. - [T] 
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The Abdal from ‘Iraq, Sham and Yemen will also come 
ind pledge allegiance at the hands of Hadrat Mahdi -#. 

In the initial stages, the army of Hadrat Mahdi -# will be 
ill equipped. However, due to the blessings that will come from 
ile help and assistance from Allah 38, he will progress. 


ply ae ail feo gill J) aad p Bale Gee pane ge BI I be Eel 
So GLB Ba oye Jory Ged MELE ye te GEE ON JE 
td] ated « pally GSM cw Sgrsld «0S gay Hat Ot nll a tend 
BN NN Ble SLB gegen ell LS 15] se 6 pL ge Gtr 
PAN ply ¢ DL pny 5p SUI pated 4 peal « pO Shaul 
Le ae. igen Qa SE oh One Qe Wd te GA I 

ZYAt ay a5l> yl YoVV4 ) VAY) Gig SI 


Hadrat Qatadah # narrates that Rasilullah 3 said, "There will be 
ilifference of opinion after the demise of a khalifah. A person will leave 
Madinah for Makkah. The people will take him out of his home and 
pledge allegiance at his hands at the place between the Hijr and 
Magdém while he will dislike it. An army will be dispatched from 
Sham to face him. When that army will reach Bayda', it will be 
wallowed by the earth. Then groups from Iraq and the Abdal from 
Sham will arrive and pledge allegiance at his hands. He will take out 


EES 5 
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the treasures and distribute it. Islam will be established in the earth 
and he will live in these conditions for seven or nine years," 


‘Olt ply a ale dtl ne cll ma bal se al 95 Laaim e 
AZ BN pt ely HLS 13] oe ays tee call lis 055 
NAAN se i pa Hae ob oe oT ah gl galing c pghevl 
3, WA i j 
ay Miele olny de ail fe pall de OAS J Mel aie 
YAAY 
Hadrat Hafsah radiyallahu anha narrates that she heard Rasdlullah 
% saying, "An army will definitely head for this house (the 
Baytullah). When they reach Bayda’, the centre part of the army will 
be swallowed by the earth. The front part of the army will call out to 
the rear part of the army; the earth will swallow them too. None will 
be saved except the informant.” 
a Ae LS Ibe op gS WA 6D pone oy ibe yy deat Se 
Aang FS alll SU he yee Load Gl oy ej UT y poe oy 
ON Lee ail oes eM Ol pe Opies oy dil te Get: JU eh 





146 ‘ 
Musannaf ‘Abdur Razz4q vol.11 p-371, Hadith 20769, Sunan Abii Dawid, 


Hadith 4286 
' Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.388, Hadith 2883 
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tlie LgiLS 13] > tee gel] Cay ¢ Sle Vy ote Vy date gb Cun 
Ae dmg AB. RAN Mie ya le aly pl Ol pine oy al Le Sled 
Ol ee Rey Gl pe SLA (ye « dake oy dil Le ge 4G bal! GUL 
093 GU td ad SL dal pe hale op Gary Gade fhe Gere gh 

VV AR line. Ol pine op al Le 
Umm al Mu'minin radiyallahu anha narrates that Rasilullah 3% 
said, "A nation that will not have the ability to defend themselves will 
seek protection at the Baytullah. They will neither have the numbers 
nor will they be ready. An army will be dispatched to them (to face 
them). When this army reaches Bayda', they will be swallowed by the 


earth.” Yusuf bin Mahak — a narrator — says that the people of Sham 
will march to Makkah at that time.'** 


THE EMERGENCE OF SUFYANI AND THE FIRST 
CLEAR MIRACLE OF HADRAT MAHDi 


The story of Sufydni is a very important one when discussing the 
incidents relating to Hadrat Mahdi «4. Sufydni’” is related to the 
Quraysh and his maternal family is the Bandi Kalb. For this reason, 
the people of Bani Kalb will rally around him. 


‘8 Sahth Muslim vol.2 p.388 
'” He will be from the progeny of Khalid bin Yazid bin Abdi Sufyan. The title 


Sufyani is derived from his lineage. His name will be ‘Urwah. 
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He will be from the desert part of Damascus in Sham. He 
will move to the corners of Sham and Egypt. Sufydni is a great 
tyrant and oppressor who will kill infants. He will carry out 
general massacres, and the Sadat! will be targeted the most. The 
bellies of women will be ripped open and their children will be 
killed. The tribe of Qays will gather against him but he will kill 
them all. The narrations explaining this are collected below, 


Crt leg ache atl feo ail pn) SE: SB ace ail gay 8p ul ge 
SRS OAS ops ae ye ale ge Ge Gar d GLA I le Je 
Caen Ye LR oh peed Obed fy LS Ogle ay > 
Stade GLEN ALS BANE se al gs dey ¢ Fy ab OS 
Plt ghee 13] cm 6 Ane Cpe GLA at ed «igs ped Cokie pe Late 
ah We ge Sel YY) gt pets MG ee Ct OS ys 
ered fe Spleens. cle 2 dy 6 Sent bt fe ate ree 

AAT 3, $/0%0 


Hadrat Abit Hurayrah .# narrates that Rastlullah 48 said, "A person 
called Sufyani will come out from Damascus. Most of his followers 
will be of the Bani Kalb. He will kill to such an extent that he will rip 
the bellies of women and murder their children. The tribe of Qays will 
gather a force against him. He will kill them until no one will remain. 
Then a person of my family (Hadrat Mahdi 4») will emerge from 
Hira. When this news will reach Sufyani, he will send out one of his 





'% ‘The progeny of Rasiilullah %. — [T] 
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armies. He (Hadrat Mahdi =) will defeat them all. Sufyant will then 
face him with his own army. When they (the army of Sufyani) will 
reach Bayda’, the earth will swallow them. None of them will remain 
except the informant.""*' 

The crux of this is that when this oppressive tyrannical 
person will hear of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi -4s, he will 
immediately send one of his armies to face Hadrat Mahdi #. This 
army will head for Makkah Mukarramah and will encamp at 
Bayda’.'*? Suddenly, the centre part of the army will sink into the 
earth. Those at the front of the army will inform those at the back 
so that they do not fall into the same predicament. However, 
before they can resort to any plan to save themselves, they will be 
sunken too. The sinking of this large army into the earth will be (a 
manifestation of) the help of Allah 4 and it will be a miracle that 
will make Hadrat Mahdi <4 famous in far away lands. 


cling ale atl Lie atl pe SLB: eS Ligte al 2 Attle oe 
a SSUES 28 oe dep SS Ope Cael ge LU OF Coal 
Atl wot IE Ge II ONS SN gery L Wid eae Ca ell I pil 13] 
aly Lge Op Se 6 fem SI cls a gerebls patel aged! aad: Sl 
PANE GE VAN hens eels Le atl agian 6 ot yolee Oy bran s 


It is narrated from Hadrat A’isha radiyallahu anha that she said, 
"Rasilullah # said, 'It is surprising to note that a few people from my 


ie 


Mustadrak ‘ala As Sahihayn vol.4 p.S65, Hadith 8586 
'? Bayda’ is a barren land in front of Dhul Hulayfah in the direction of Makkah 
Mukarramah 
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ummah will set out for the Baytullah together with a person from the 
Quraysh who has taken protection in the Baytullah. When they reach 
Bayda’, they will be sunk into the earth." We said, "O Messenger of 
Allah, there will be all types of people on the path." Rastlullah % said, 
"Yes, among them will be people who are pleased, people who have 
been forced and travelers. They will all be destroyed at once. Allah will 
then raise them up on the day of Qiyamah according to their 
intentions,"'® 

Note: When Sufydni will hear of the sinking of the army, 
he will set out himself for Makkah Mukarramah. He will launch an 
attack on Makkah Mukarramah. Under the leadership of Hadrat 
Mahdi , the Muslims will be very weak as far as equipment is 
concerned. It will be like the scene of Badr, but, the help of Allah 
3 will come and the army of Sufydni would be heavily defeated. 
The army of Hadrat Mahdi 4 will be victorious. 

A narration transmitted by Imam Aba Dawid as:, 
narrated by Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyalléhu anha with 
regards to this is quoted hereunder, 


CF 6 BLS Se yl Sd> ¢ ple yy Slee ite o tll oy dot La 
dle dil Joo pS oss debe el pec Soole gee LUI Ul lle 
Tay foal oye fey Ped MALE S ge he GH SG SE ley 
my Si grsld 01S gy 4b ye Sub ee fal oye poli aL « AS I Lyle 
As Cy cle pays ted ¢ ALE ope Coe al) Cag « ells 55 II 


83 Sahih Muslim yol.2 p.388, Hadith 2884 
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(ay pogo) Cee CNS NT ta 5 ot es FS Se ipeeld 
pond CIS dane gts doh tly IS He AN 5 egele Os ples 
Wry PHY bey pling debe all re ettend Say tll G lors JU! 


s§lo gal. polit abe Leas 9 Bye Fe Cue ae hd 8) 
YONI 
Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyalléhu anha - the wife of Rastilullah % 
narrates that Rastilullah 3 said, "There will be difference of opinion 
upon the demise of a khalifah. A person will then run from Madinah 
to Makkah. The people of Makkah will bring him out and pledge 
allegiance at his hands at the place between the Hijr and Maqam 
Ibrahim while he will dislike it. An army will be sent from Sham to 
face him. This army will be sunk into the earth at Bayda' — which is 
between Makkah and Madinah. When people will see this unnatural 
occurrence, then the abddl from Sham and the pious from Iraq will 
come in groups and pledge allegiance at his hands. A person from the 
Quraysh whose maternal uncle is from Banti Kalb will emerge. He 
will lead an army against Hadrat Mahdi #. They (the army of 
Hadrat Mahdi -#s) will defeat them. That will be the army of Kalb. It 
will be a loss for those not present when the spoils of Kalb will be 
distributed. (Hadrat Mahdi 4) will distribute the spoils and will rule 
amongst the people in accordance to the sunnah of their Messenger 3. 
Islam will place its neck upon the earth (Islam will gain dominance in 
the earth). This will remain for seven years. Then Hadrat Mahdi # 
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will pass away and the Muslims will perform the jandzah salah over 
him.""** 

From the text ‘from his companion’, we learn that one 
narrator is majhiil (see footnote 77). However, this majhil 
narrator is known from other chains. His name is ‘Abdullah bin 
Harith. 

Note: After defeating Sufydni and the tribe of Kalb, 
Hadrat Mahdi -# will distribute the spoils of war. He will 
distribute it in accordance to the sunnah of Rasflullah %. The 
receipients will be given as much as they can carry. 

The importance of the spoils of this war is highlighted in 
the Ahadith, 


Was gJ9 ONS dank om oe py all Legh aie dil go 5p 2 Ul ye 
pS IM 25 ce 6 5h oe pails yelsl ody gad Gilly 
ATV A 35 SLU Stree. ily to » 


It is narrated from Hadrat Abii Hurayrah #'>° that he said, "The 
deprived is he who is deprived of the spoils of Kalb, even if it be a 
igal.'*° By the being in whose control my life is, their women will be 
sold on the road of Damascus. A woman will be returned due to a 
broken shin.""*” 

The summary of this discussion is that all the people who 
will be part of the receipients of the booty attained from the war 


'S Sunan Aba Dawid vol.2 p-589 


'S ‘This narration is marfit ‘ 
© 'Igal refers to a cord used for hobbling the feet of a camel, or a headband made 
of camel's hair. — [T] 


‘7 Mustadrak of Hakim, Hadith 8329 
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with Kalb (even though it is a igdl) will be very fortunate. The 
person who is not part of it will be considered to be deprived. It is 
as though the people of truth have been encouraged to participate 
in the battle against Sufydni and his forces in the Hadith. Besides 
the booty, the women of Kalb will be taken as slaves and will be 
sold on the road of Damascus. A woman from among them will 
be returned because of her shin being broken. 


CONQUEST OF SHAM 


The fame and acceptance of Hadrat Mahdi will become 
widespread after his emergence and the defeat of Sufydni and his 
forces. The people of truth will come to him from different places 
in groups upon groups. He will go from Makkah Mukarramah to 
Madinah Munawwarah. After presenting himself at the grave of 
Rastlullah 38, he will proceed to Sham. The Romans will be ruling 
Sham at that time. 

We deem it appropriate to quote a detailed narration of 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘tid 4s, in which the wars that will be 
fought under the leadership of Hadrat Mahdi <4 and other 
conditions are explained, Nu'aym bin Hammad 2. has recorded 
it in his ‘Al Fitan' wherefrom ‘Allamah Suydti has mentioned it in 
his ‘Jami ‘as Saghir’. Sayyed Barzanji *:. has mentioned it as well 
in his ‘Al Isha a’. The sequence of all the incidents regarding 
Hadrat Mahdi 4s is highlighted in this narration. Many parts of 
this narration are clearly corroborated in the Sihah books. 
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Hadrat Abit Hurayrah 2 narrates that Rasilullah 4 said’, "There 
will be a truce between the Muslims and the Romans (Christians). 
Then the Muslims and Romans will jointly war against an enemy of 
the Romans. They will be victorious and distribute the booty amongst 


VYOVS 3) 


SS 
“The franslation of this narration is not word for word, The understood 


meaning is presented here. — (T] 
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themselves. Then, the Romans together with the Muslims will fight 
against the Persians. They will kill their soldiers and imprison thew 
children. The Romans will tell the Muslims, "Divide the booty equally 
between us this time just like we divided it the first time.” The Muslims 
will divide the wealth and polytheist slaves (but not the Muslim 
slaves). The Romans will say that the Muslim captives should also be 
divided. The Muslims will say, "We shall never divide the Muslim 
captives.” The Romans will say, "This is treachery.” 

The Romans will complain of this to the king of 
Constantinople, saying that the Muslims have betrayed us (You 
should therefore help us). We are much better off than the Muslims in 
numbers, wealth and strength. The king of Constantinople will tell 
them that he cannot betray the Muslims. They have been over us for a 
very long time. Finally, the Romans will go and complain to the king 
of Rome, He will send an army over sea of eighty flags, under each flag 
will be twelve thousand soldiers (totaling nine hundred and sixty 
thousand). The officers of this army will command the soldiers to 
burn their ships upon reaching the shores of Sham so that they will 
fight for their lives. The soldiers will obey. The Christian Romans will 
conquer the entire Sham except for Damascus and Mount Mu taq. 
They will also destroy Bayt al Mugaddas. 

In reply to a question posed by Hadrat Abdullah bin Mas tid 
= .tastilullah 3% said, "The Muslims will be great in number at that 
time in Damascus, and Mu taq is a mountain near the river of Hims." 

The scene could be drawn thus: the Muslim children will be at 
the top of Mu taq, the Muslims will be based at the river Arnat and 
the polytheists will be behind the river Arnat. The armies will be on 
the edge of war morning and evening. When the king of 
Constantinople will see this, he will send an army of six hundred 
thousand by road to Qinnasarin. A Yemeni army of seventy thousani 
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will join the Muslims. Forty thousand people of the Himyar tribe will 
join the Yemenis. Allah would have joined their hearts through iman. 
‘hese people will come to Bayt al Muqaddas and fight the Romans. 
‘hey will finally defeat them and destroy them completely, (after this) 
they will reach Qinnasarin. 

An army of freed slaves (from Persia) will come to help the 
Arabs. They will say, "O Arabs, abandon tribalism. We shall never be 
uble to help one another until we unite." Sometimes the Arabs, at 
uther times, the Yemenis, while at other times, these slaves will fight 
‘he non Muslims. The Muslims will expel them to the farthest valleys. 
(he Muslims will gather at a river and will be involved in finding out 
information from one another. The polytheists will gather at Nahr 
Ruqya. This river is also called Nahr Aswad. The Muslims will then 
light the polytheists but Allaah will take victory away from the 
Muslims and bless them with patience. A third of the Muslim army 
will be martyred, a third will run away and a third will remain. 

Every martyr of this army will earn the reward of ten martyrs 
uf Badr. A martyr of Badr will intercede for seventy people and the 
martyrs of these wars of the final era will be permitted to intercede for 
seven hundred people. 

The third that ran away will also be split into three parts. 
One part of them will turn renegade and join the Romans. They will 
say that if Allah is in need of this din, then He will look after it 
Himself. These people will be the Arabs from Hird‘, Tanntkh, Tay’ 
and Salih. One third will be Bedouins. They will leave for their 
dwellings saying that the land of our ancestors is better for us. The 
Romans will never be able to reach us. One third will say that the 
name of everything has an effect on it. That is why this land of Sham 
is unfortunate just like its name is. We will go to Iraq, Yemen and 
[lijaz where we shall have no fear of the Romans. 
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The third that remained will then say that definitely we 
should unite and leave out tribalism. We should fight the enemy as a 
united army. This tribalism is a barrier in the way of our success. 

They will then fight with this vision that now we shall meet 
our martyred brothers. The Roman army will realize the small 
numbers of the Muslims that a third has been killed; a third has 
become part of us and only the last third remains. One person will 
stand, taking the flag of the cross, and say, "The cross has conquered.” 
A Muslim will then take the flag and shout from between the two 
rows, "The helpers of Allah have conquered." 

Allah will be angered at this statement of the Romans and 
will help the Muslims with six hundred thousand angels. One 
hundred thousand will be under Jibril, two hundred thousand will be 
under Mika'il and three hundred thousand will be under Israfil. Allah 
will help the Muslims and exact His vengeance upon the non- 
Muslims. The non-Muslims will be very badly defeated and the 
survivors will taste defeat disgracefully. 

The Muslims will then enter Sham and reach a place called 
Ammiriyya. Many people will be gathered at the borders of 
Ammiriyya. The Muslims will be very surprised when they see the 
vast number of Romans. 'How many did we not kill? How many were 
chased away defeated, yet we witness this scene of so many Romans in 
Ammiriyya and the surrounding areas. These people will seek 
amnesty from the Muslims by paying Jizya. The Muslims will be 
happy with their proposal and give protection to all the Romans. The 
Romans of the surrounding areas will spread the rumour that Dajjal 
has emerged in your homeland. This news will be false. Rasiilullah 3 
advised those who will remain behind at that time not to leave any 
booty taken from the Romans behind because it would help them in 
the coming battles. The Muslims will leave (based on that rumour). 
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They will only come to know later that the news was false. The 
Romans will fall upon the remaining Muslims and exterminate them. 
No Arab man or woman will remain. The Romans will wipe out the 
entire generation of Arabs. Once the Muslims come to know of this, 
they will be angered and will return. They will fight them a second 
lime. This time, the Muslims will kill the Roman soldiers and capture 
their families and children. The Muslims will gather all their wealth 
and goods. Allah will bless them with victory over every city or fort 
they pass within three days. When the Muslims will reach the bay, the 
banks will overflow. The Christians will say upon witnessing this, 
"The banks have overflowed through the blessing of the cross in order 
(o save us and our saviour is Masih (Hadrat Isa ¥65\)." 

When morning arrives, they will see that the water has dried 
up. It has changed course for the sea at Constantinople. They will 
immediately encamp there. The Muslims will surround the city of kufr 
and will spend the night of Jumu ah in reciting tahmid, takbir, and 
tahlil. No one will sleep or sit. All the Muslims will sound takbir once 
in the morning. One side of the city will fall. In a state of 
bewilderment, the Romans will say, "Our war was with the Muslims 
at first. Now, we have to face the Sustainer of the universe directly. He 
has destroyed our entire city for the Muslims." 

The Muslims will wait a while and will then distribute the 
spoils of war using golden shields and filling them up. The families 
and children will also be distributed. (The women will be so many 
that) three hundred women will fall in the share of a single person. 
The Muslims will benefit from this booty until an appointed time. 

Dajjal will then emerge in reality. Constantinople will be 
conguered at the hands of such pious servants of Allah who will 
remain healthy. No one will fall ill, nor will any sickness trouble them, 
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until Isa 8) will descend. They will fight Dajjal (and his Jewish 
army) together with Isa #3," 


Different pronounciations of certain words in this narration: 


Mu taq, with a ta. The name of a mountain.'*” Some narrations 
have Mu naq, with a nin.’ Others have it as Mu iq, with a ya. 
Arnat, with a niin.'*' Some narrations have the word as Arit, with a 
ya? 


Ammiriya, a city of the Roman Empire.’® 


There is great difference of opinion about the number of 
angels that will descend to help the Muslims in this war. In Al 
Fitan and Al Ishé a, Hadrat Jibril #68), Hadrat Mika’'il 45) and 
Hadrat Israfil #\ are mentioned. In Al Jami ‘al Kabir only Hadrat 
Jibril #8) and Hadrat Mika'iil %4) are mentioned. In addition, 
some narrations state three hundred thousand while others state 
six hundred thousand. 

Note: It is quite probable that some portions of this 
narration are quite surprising. It should be remembered that the 
debated narrators of this particular narration, i.e. Ibn Lahi ah, 
Harith A'war and Muhammad bin Thabit are the cause for the 
status of it being da if (see footnote 83). However, note that a lot 


'S° Mu'jam al Buldan of Hamawi vol.8 p.286 
‘© Al Fitan of Nu'aym bin Hammad 

‘1 Thid 

‘ Al Jami al Kabir vol,15 p.238, Al Qamis 
'63 Mu‘jam al Buldan vol.6 p.3$5 
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that was mentioned in it is corroborated by authentic Ahadith as 


was already explained. apts 
We present a few narrations of Sahih Muslim in this 


regard, 
pSV": JE play dle ail uo dl Spy dl ce ail ge tea Ul oF 
Call ope her eel ced Ge oT GLEE pa SI a SL 
spony Let Ly DSS gy pS Hila BB « aye G20 Jal ole oe 
ines pS dos Y Why CV Opel dl Dp ted ep ghilii be lpm cll 
we CE fy Lal pele dil oe VEE ped pg sled OL} 
we FO anad lull Ose Y CIS cetyl sue lagi pail 
Slat SN eed cle 51d sb ab sem Lpile oF Lal! O penn pAbsS 
cL Lye (3B Jbl AUS Oy Sed pSclal J Sale 38 ell dl 
J 5b cB gheo Sl CeiT 3G gine Oy pny SLAW O ge ald  E* 
gobs |S GIS ail gute ol, IS|b c pigald plang debe ail ee ry ot oe? 
1 egg Booey i adas S y « Bye o> LY 4S 3 gb ell 3 cll 
VARY 5) VAAN lan Mae 


Hadrat Abi Hurayrah - narrates that Rasilullah 3 said, 
"Qiyamah will not happen until the Romans have not encamped in 
A maq or Dabig.'* An army comprising of the best Muslims residing 





\“4 "Two cities close to Aleppo and Antioch in Sham 
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on earth at that time will leave for Madinah. When they stand in 
battle formation, the Romans will say, “Leave us and our captives to 
fight with those whom we have collectively taken captive.” The 
Muslims will say, "Never, by Allah, we shall not leave you to fight our 
brothers." They will then fight. A third of the Muslim army will run 
away. Allah will never forgive them. Another third will be martyred. 
They will be the greatest martyrs in the sight of Allah. The final third 
will be victorious. These victors will never become involved in any 
fitnah or calamity. They will conquer Constantinople. They will hang 
their swords on olive trees and will be distributing the spoils when 
suddenly Shaytén will let out a scream that Dajjal has reached your 
homes in your absence.’ They will leave everything and depart. 
When they reach Sham, Dajjal would have emerged. They will be 
forming their ranks in preparation for fighting when the time for salah 
will come in. Isa 38‘ will descend from the heavens and lead them in 
salah. The enemy of Allah (Dajjal) will dissolve upon his sight as salt 
dissolves in water. If he has to leave him, he will dissolve on his own 
and be destroyed. However, Allah will kill him at the hands of Isa 
who will then show the people the blood of Dajjal on his spear.""°’ 
The reason for the breaking of the treaty and war between 
the Muslims and Romans in the narration of Nu‘aym bin 
Hammad .#\:. and Sahih Muslim can be understood in brief from 
a previous battle in which the Muslims and Romans jointly 
defeated the Persians. They will have differing views concerning 


'® ‘This will be false 
'° According to common usage, the sentence 3 is reserved for the Ambiyd’. 
However, Rasulullah 2% used it after the names of the Ambiyd’ on various 
occasions. —[T] 


'87 Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2897 
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the distribution of the slaves attained as booty. This is because 
there will be some Muslims among the Persian captives. They 
would have either accepted Islam after the war or they would have 
been Muslims from before and had to participate in the war 
against the Muslims due to governmental reasons. 

A narration of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘iid 4 about the 
details of the conquest of Sham in Sahih Muslim is presented 
forthwith, 


iS ped fey eld 45 SIL el pm ey carla: JE ple or es OF 
USK ee Sg Ladd SES Rel Sele ogee op dtl ee L" VI se 
SUS Se dati cps Vy SL ye pes V se 99 Y del tI Ob" las 
wh ats LSI JAY gad sue UU (LEI) go Lab Li 0 
S15 Lee Oy Soy SLB pad SLE st py SN CB PY ol 
MEY ea FV pe Ab 2 Opel b ped Bb do Shea 
Big Me pb JS Vang M58 Ads ll tins jt se OS 
Op bees NEY! ee BY opal db oO poll b pty be ab ll 
cab Nl gig HE ab JS eV pg Vp td Sl pet 
Nees co O glad IE Y ee FY So yol db sO poll b ity oo 
se cal SM @ sd CS IBIS c Abe 2) cdg NE ne JS eV 58g V5 
SUG La absde 0 glared «gabe 5 gl dil fared e PLY Jal GE gall 
ell (Gs eptlcy pad sual ol ce els 2d SE LL el 62 
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oh AY da Me. peel Cl ne isl sl et dese olde to Il 
YA44 
Hadrat Yasir bin Jabir says that once there was a strong red 
hurricane in Kifa. A person whose expletive was, ‘'Qiydmah has 
come’ came to Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas'‘tid -# and asked, "Has 
Qiya4mah come?" Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘tid <4 replied, 
"Qiyamah will not happen until the distribution of inheritance 
does not stop and there will be no joy upon booty." He 4 then 
indicated towards Sham and said, "The enemy will gather to fight 
the Muslims and the Muslims will gather to fight the enemy." The 
narrator says that I asked, "Do you mean the Christians by ‘the 
enemy'?" Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas ‘tid 4s said, "Yes." He 4 then 
said, "At the onset of this war, there will be great losses. A portion 
of the Muslim army will go forward on the condition that they will 
be martyred or will return victorious. They will fight until night 
will separate them. No one will return victorious and the Muslims 
will be martyred. The Muslims will send forth another part of the 
army on the condition that they will be martyred or will return 
victorious. They will fight until nightfall. No one will return 
victorious and this part of the Muslim army will also be martyred. 
The Muslims will send another part of the army on the condition 
that they will be martyred or will return victorious. They will fight 
until evening. No one will return victorious and the Muslims will 
be martyred. 
The rest of the Muslims will stand and face them on the 
fourth day and Allah will defeat the enemy. This is because a war 
of this nature will never been seen (or ‘Abdullah bin Mas ‘tid 4 
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said), such a war has never been seen. It will be to such a degree 
that a bird will fly across the corpses and will die before passing 
them all. 

When the members of a family will count his family, he 
will find only one percent of them left (or one person will be left). 
So, with which booty will he be happy with and whose inheritance 
will he distribute?..." 

Note: Even though the Romans will be in control of most 
of the areas of Sham, but the Muslims will still have control over 
certain areas (most probably, Damascus and the surrounding 
areas). There will be Roman captives with the Muslims as well. 
Certain narrations mention that the Roman army that will be in 
Sham will be of seventy flags. Every flag will have twelve thousand 
soldiers under it, totaling eight hundred and forty thousand. This 
is one calculation. Other narrations mention other amounts. 

Review the following narrations of Hadrat ‘Auf bin Malik 
bia, 
po abe fe gb Cade Ble sh po aie all 92) Nhe oy a se oe 
FE SE OF pS glS Os Rd A 2 Sus pK OS 

VEOV oN eee "il te LLL Js 
Hadrat Auf bin Malik 4s narrates in a lenghthy marfa ‘Hadith that 
there will be a truce between you and Bani al Asfar. They will break 
itand come to you with an army comprising eighty flags. There will be 
twelve thousand soldiers under each flag. 


ida 
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Labs" 5 fsb Code Ge gd yo ce abl go) Whe 3p Gye 6 
SNE BE SIS be SN Og pend ee gris pK OSG Tite 
Opel NM ble Lili te La, is cAc al: UES aWIL, 
ae ta Gt Ae oe Gab WILL 2) G ie, 


YOrViné BL ily 

Hadrat ‘Auf bin Malik narrates in a lenghthy marfii ‘Hadith that 
there will be a truce between you and Bani al Asfar. They will come to 
you under eighty flags. Each flag will have twelve thousand soldiers 
under it. The Muslims will be encamped at that time in a place called 
Ghautah which is in Damascus." 

The Roman army totals nine hundred and sixty thousand 
in the light of the two above-mentioned narrations. 

Hadrat Mahdi -4 will head for the Christian headquarters 
where majority of the population are Christians, in Rome, Italy 
after the conquest of Sham. 


68 Ahmad vol.24 pp.24,25 
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CONQUEST OF CONSTANTINOPLE’ 


‘Allamah Ibn Jarir Tabari , writes in his unique exegesis of the 
Qur'an under the following verse, 


BSH IE B25 Ll lps SU ft Secs 6 of sib a5 
Oe 5 G5 Se Ch Gow Yu Lvof os 


an Ce 
(-— 


Who can do greater wrong than the one who prevents the name of 
Allah from being taken in the Masdjid (he prevents others from salah 
and from dhikr) and who does all he can to destroy them? (There can 

be no worse evil) Such people may only enter them (the Masdjid) in 
fear (unable to repeat their wrong). For them shall be disgrace 
(humiliation) in this world and a terrible punishment in the Akhirah. 
[Sirah al Bagarah (the Bull) 2:114] 
‘The verse refers to the Romans that destroyed Bayt al Mugaddas:' 
He writes further, in the commentary of 'For them shall be 
disgrace in this world’, 'this refers to the conquest of 
Constantinople at the hands of (Hadrat Mahdi) <4 and the killing 
of the Romans."'”° 
After conquering Europe, Hadrat Mahdi will head for 
Constantinople. It is assumed that the Christians would have 
seized and taken control of Constantinople. Constantinople is a 
city like an island. From the various Ahadith, we assume that 
Constantinople will be surrounded by walls when the emergence 


Th) 


Modern day Istanbul, Turkey 
Tafsir Tabari vol.1 p.548 


170 
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of Hadrat Mahdi takes place. The narrations of Sahih Muslim 


that detail the conquest of Constantinople are presented here, 


paren fa SE ply ale dill bo Sl oT ae dil oy 8p 2 ul ye 
SG aI perk pdb pull dike y I ble ie Ste, 
tN 9h 55 La glee IBLE 6 Saeed oe cpt LATO ges Log sy om elt ga Y 
tol Lis Sh aly dil YU VISE age lye y dy Cay phils obs 
MY HO by Se ped GU UB) ole: SIE le 
aly abl Y) YY ASW ly he SV Ugile Las pST aly ail Y! 
parle 3) LAO pent 2S slp ated ede bid S| 
ph TO gre ws tet JS OHSAS 6 o> AB bel Ob) : Ub Gs pal 

YA¥e 5, Aran 


Hadrat Abi Hurayrah narrates that Rasilullah % said, "Have 
you heard of a city, one side of which is (joined) to the land and the 
other side is in the sea?" The sahabah # replied, "Yes." Rasilullah % 
then said,"Qiyamah will not happen until seventy thousand Muslims 
of Banu Ishdg or Bani Isma il war on it. When the Muslims arrive 
there and encamp, they will not fight with weapons, nor will they 
shoot any arrows. They will call out, 'There is none worthy of worship 
but Allah and Allah is the greatest’ atid one of the city walls will fall.” 
Thaur — a narrator — says, "According to what I remember, it is the 
walls of the side in the sea." “The Muslims will then call out, 'There is 
none worthy of worship but Allah and Allah is the greatest’ upon 
which the second city wall will fall. Upon the third call of 'There is no 





127 


diety but Allah and Allah is the greatest’, the path for the Muslims 
will be clear and they will enter victorious. They will be distributing 
the booty when Shaytan will shout that Dajjdl has emerged. The 
Muslims will leave everything and return to their homes (for 
protection).""”" 

Note: According to some scholars of Hadith, ‘seventy 
thousand from Bani Ishdq' in reality refers to Bani Ismé il. All the 
copies of Sahih Muslim, however, have the word Band Ishaq. 

Imam Nawawi 14. writes, 


S995. tbh os ll okay Glo Tl GY Gly Cad 


YA olane yu cle 
Qadi says, "The like is narrated in all the copies of Sahih Muslim, 
ie. Band Ishdg. However, the famous and relied upon implication 
is Band Isma il because the meaning of the Hadith points to this. 
This is also the demand of the context of the Hadith because it 
implies Arabs. The ‘city’ mentioned in the Hadith is 
Constantinople. 

This interpretation could also be presented regarding 
using ‘Bani Ishaq’ to refer to ‘Bani Ismé il’ that in accordance to 
the proverb, ‘the uncle of a man is his father’s twin’, it is correct to 
link a person to his uncle. 

If we take the literal meaning of the Hadith, then Bani 
Ishaq would refer to those individuals who accepted Islam and 


"7! Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.396, Hadith 2920 
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joined the army of Hadrat Mahdi -4s, as is learnt from the previous 
narrations. 

We learn from the various narrations that verification of 
the rumours regarding the emergence of Dajjal will be taken very 
seriously, to such an extent that Hadrat Mahdi # will appoint a 
special group for this task. Note the following Hadith, 


GeV Sl play ale ail oo dil pny JB. del yas s pte Ostend 
PI eb Le ply db nt ee bys Illy tll eels gill 
gobs ean hte ys Sy pb he hg et ope (UL) she ita, 

VAR4 5, WAY 


Mahi will send a brigade of ten horsemen to verify the news. 
Rasiilullal: .. said, "I know their names, their fathers’ names and the 
colour of their horses. They will be the best riders on earth at that 
time."'”? 

They will come to know that the news was false. However, 
when Hadrat Mahdi -¢ will reach Sham with his army, then Dajjal 
would have emerged. Consequently, a Hadith states, 


YA44 ean WAY rine cern oe LEN | yele 13 
When they reach Sham, he would have emerged.' 

Note: In the course of all these conquests, Hadrat Mahdi 
‘# will go to the Vatican. The great treasures that the Ceaser of 
Rome seized when conquering Bayt al Mugaddas are kept here. In 
his time, the Ceaser of Rome took and transported the treasure 
using one hundred and seventy thousand wagons. 


' Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2899 


'3 thid 
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Hadrat Mahdi 4 will take the treasure to Bayt al 
Mugaddas loading it upon one hundred and seventy thousand 
ships. It is at this place where Allah 3 will gather the entire 
creation, from the first to the last.'” 


THE DESCENT OF HADRAT ‘ISA *\ AND THE 
DEMISE OF HADRAT MAHDi & 


HE DESCENT OF HADRAT ‘ISA 8) THE DEMISE OF 
HADRAT MAHDI 4 AND THE GENERAL CONDITION 
OF THAT ERA 

rom amongst the signs of Qiyémah, the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa 
#4) deserves great importance. This subject is so vast and 
important that where the scholars of Hadith have recorded 
separate chapters on this subject, other people of knowledge have 
written on it as well. 

It is appropriate to mention a few important incidents in 
sequence very consisely that will happen upon the descent of 
Hadrat ‘Isa #4). This is so that a clear picture of the works and 
status of Hadrat Mahdi during the era of Hadrat ‘{sA %4) in the 
light of reliable narrations and historical reports can be before us. 

Dajjal will first emerge between ‘Iraq and Syria. However, 
his emergence will not be famous among people at that time. He 
will then show himself in Yahtdiyya, Isfahan. Here, his fame will 
spread. He will create fitnah in all four directions. 


'" For details, see At Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.653, Tafsir e Qurtubi vol.10 p.222 
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There are various places for the emergence of Dajjal 
mentioned in the Ahadith. A central valley of Sham and ‘Iraq, 
Khurasan, Hauz wa Kirman and Isfahan are mentioned. 

A narration of Sahih Muslim mentions a valley of ‘Irag and 
Sham, 


Ce ANE Gh (Sees) aT be gb yo etl 55) Olean oy ols ye 


VATY 5) WEY line cose. Sl pally Lt 


It is narrated from Hadrat Nawwas bin Sam an in a marfit' 


narration that Dajjal will emerge from a central valley of Iraq and 
Sham. 


Khurasan is mentioned in a narration of Hadrat Abt Bakr 
Siddig -, recorded in Al Fath ar Rabbénit, 

VENT Gh JI geal. Olul = Ub Sky GALL I ye oH Jl 
Hadrat Abii Bakr Siddiq -# narrates that Rasilullah #8 said thal 
Dajjal will emerge from a land in the East called Khurdsan. 

A narration of Hadrat Anas bin Malik # in Al Fath ar 
Rabbdni mentions Isfahan, 


VENT GUM cecal. Ol gemel de gee oye Ske I ce 
Hadrat Anas bin Malik % narrates that Rasiilullah % said, “Dajjal 
will emerge from Yahidiyya, Isfahan." 
We find mention of Hauz wa Kirman in Al Fath ar 
Rabbani narrated by Hadrat Aba Hurayrah 2, 


aa 
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VENT Ghd ceil Oke S95 > Sw oF 


l\ladrat Abi Hurayrah - narrates that he heard Rasilullah # 
uying, “Dajjal will emerge in Hauz wa Kirman." 

The first three of the above quoted narrations are 
withentic. However, a narrator of the fourth - Muhammad bin 
Ishq is a mudallis'’’. This is a cause for du f ‘in it. 

Reconciliation of the different places can be done in this 
way that the emergence of Dajjal will be at first from a central 
valley of ‘Iraq and Sham. At that time, he will not be famous 
because a large group of his helpers will be waiting for him in 
Yahtdiyyah. He will then proceed to Yahddiyyah in Isfahan, a city 
of Khurasan. Together with his helpers, he will travel the entire 
world, In order to attain his objectives, he will settle at Hauz wa 
Kirman. From the wording of the following Hadith, we come to 
know that Hauz wa Kirman will be the place where Dajjal will 
settle, 


Ole 5S 55 p> Jl-aJI cod 
He will settle at Hauz wa Kirman 


\lis emergence and evil will become famous when he comes out 
this time. 


ws 


A Mudallis is a narrator that narrates from a person living in the same time as 
lim in such a way that people think that he has met and heard the one he narrates 
(10m, but he did not meet or hear from that person. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith p.92] - 
T'] 

'“ Weakness — [T] 
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Now Dajjal will make a whirlwind travel of the earth. He 
will live on earth for forty days. One day will be like a year, the 
second day will be like a month and the third day will be like a 
week. The rest of the days will be normal. 

Most of the followers of Dajjal will be Jews. Hadrat Mahdi 
4 will begin preparations for battle when he reaches Damascus, 
However, conditions will be in favour of Dajjal because he will 
have great inherent strength. Hadrat Mahdi # and those who 
want him will stay in Damascus and will be engaged in 
preparation for battle. They will generally perform their salah in 
the Jami Umawi. 

In this era of fitnah, the Muslims will gather in Jordan and 
Bayt al Mugaddas. At first, the Muslims will be in Ufayq, a valley 
of Jordan. The following is mentioned in Musannaf Ibn Abi 
Shaybah, 


VOATY 4.8 Gl cp] eee. eal Lae S(O poll) js 
The Muslims will withdraw to the valley of Ufayg.'” 

We come to know from certain narrations that all those 
who believe in Allah 4¢ and the Day of Qiydmah will be located in 
that valley of Jordan. 
obs VEAVE Mell pS Gay ey FV pe sdly dil cog tol Sy 

MeN dy E/OVY Sle 5 stews VAVA 


All those who believe in Allah and the Day of Qiyémah will be in 
the valley of Jordan.’ ; 


"7 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.15 p.137 
'8 Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.14 p.315, Hadith 38791, Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.547 
Hadith 8507 
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The Muslims will finally gather at a mountain in 
jerusalem, Jabal ad Dukkhdan. 

On the other side, Dajjal will cause disorder in the entire 
world and come to Damascus. He will encamp on the side of the 
mountain and surround a group of Muslims. 


Ab 6 oe poloed pg sls pLEIL pay OLE! Joe JY tl 23 


sal vot cb AU 5 SAS). Nat Lge pe gt yt pa yba> 

EVA YY 
‘The people will run to Jabal ad Dukkhdn in Sham, Dajjal will 
come there and surround them. He will put them through great 
difficulty.'” 

The Muslims will be put through great difficulty and 
poverty due to this siege of Dajjdl. Some people will burn the 
strings of their bows and eat it. When the siege of Dajjal will 
become very long, then the leader of the Muslims (Hadrat Mahdi 
te), will say, "Why are you hesitant in fighting this rebel?" He will 
encourage them for victory or martyrdom. After the Fajr salah, 
this decisive army will make a resolute intention (to go to battle - 
('T]). 

This night will be very dark. The people will be involved 
in battle preparations. In this dark morning, Hadrat Mahdi # 
would have already stepped forward to lead the Fajr salah while 
the Muslims are still preparing for salah. The iqgamah would 
already be called out, when suddenly a sound will be heard saying, 
‘Your helper has arrived.’ 

The Muslims will be looking in every direction. Their 
vight will fall upon Hadrat ‘IsA #5) who will be descending upon 


'" At Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.754, Ahmad vol.3 pp.317-318 
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the white minaret of the Jami’ Masjid of Damascus. He will be 
dressed in two yellow sheets with his hands on the shoulders of 
two angels. Hadrat ‘Isa #2) will request for‘a ladder and descend 
from the minaret. 


stipe aN BLM te J 58 6 oe pe op epee al Coe 3] BUGS ge end 
Vie cb AU 8 SacI. She Soe l fe aS Lely 535 ge Ow Geta 
The Muslims will be in this condition when suddenly, Allah will 
send Al Masih bin Maryam 5) upon the eastern white minaret of 
Damascus. He will have his hands placed on the shoulders of two 
angels.'*° 

The group of Muslims upon whom Hadrat ‘Is4 #4 will 


descend will be the most pious group of men and women on earth 
at that time.’*! 


J 5p ALG lin y abe atl fee dtl pny dP are dtl oop Ul ye 
UPI Le ope gle al pl ile aly fo BL OU Ne aye ot et 

VAAVY 45) Sadi 5 VUV 5 SiN ObS . (gies cys ellie gy ite 
Hadrat Abii Hurayrah narrates that Rasilullah # said, "Isa bin 
Maryam will descend among eight hundred men and four hundred 
women. They will be the best of those on earth at that time and they 
will be of a status similar to the pious people of before.""* 


Hadrat Mahdi -4 will call Hadrat ‘isA %8) in order to lead 
the salah and he will leave the front place and move backwards, 


180 At Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.702 


abl According to one narration, the men will number eight hundred and the 
women four hundred. 


"8? Kitab ut Tadhkira p.762, Kanz ul ‘Ummial, Hadith 38863 
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[adrat ‘Isa #8) will place his hand on the back of Hadrat Mahdi 
4 and say, "You should lead the salah because the iqamah was 
called out for you." He #4) will refuse the position of imdmah and 
will say, "It is an honour for this ummah that some are leaders over 


the others." 

SS ys ob BS Oy os Cote ade pth rey ace pti 5 pagal 
BV 5 dele cpl oe dT OU LEB ead pa : 

In a marfit ‘(see footnote $3) narration, Hadrat Abii Umamah 

relates, "This Imam will turn and walk backwards so that Isa can 

come forward and lead the people in salah. Isa will place his hand 


between his (Hadrat Mahdi #'s) shoulders and then say, "Go 


forward and perform the salah for the iqamah was called out for 
83 


you. 
| The salah of this time will be lead by Hadrat Mahdi <4 and 
Hadrat ‘Isa $I will perform salah behind him. 

At this point, it should be remembered that the opposite 
has been narrated with regards to imdmah from Hadrat Aba 
Hurayrah «, 
pley the ail fee ail pny Cree: IE ae dill (gd 5 B® Ul oF 

VAAE dle opl ye Lew. ogeged PAS ade pre Sj! oh 


Hadrat Abi Hurayrah % narrates, "I heard Rasilullah 3% saying, 
" {sa 368) will descend (and will) then lead them (in salah).""™ 


'** Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith 4077 
' Si‘ayah vol.2 p.184 from Ibn Hibban 
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Similarly, 
VAG 5) WAY Lo cece. gall NN abe pamnt U yb 
“[sa #4) will descend (and will) then lead them (in salah).'*5 
‘Allamah Kashmiri 24, writes in clarifying the apparent 
contradiction, 
‘Hadrat ‘Isa 84) will perform the first salah behind Hadrat Mahl 
“4, because the iqamah would have been called out for him." 


The following explanation is mentioned in Aridatul 
Ahwadhi, 


rang sale atl Lo det ytd Le pete pall obel ely y eas ail os 9, ld 
4d je. gabe Lott Lally CLedl ope) Uuly lelaly are ty 
W A re) VI 
It is narrated that he will perform salah behind the leader of the 
Muslims, humbling himself before the din of Muhammad 38, and 
becoming a follower of it. One of the reasons for this is that the 
Christians will themselves witness this and it will stand as proof 
against them.’*’ 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani 14. writes, 
LF phy DL NI FT GS Be UV ode ye fo alt BL Gy 
Rae bh SB ge SEY (3 YW Ol IBY ye Qe) UV> Wel 
'8 Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.392, Hadith 2897 


'8° Rayd al Bari vol.4 pp.46-47 
'§7 vol. p.78 





137 


In the performance of salah behind a person from this ummah is a 
clear proof that this world will never be free of a person who will 
establish the commands of Allah, although this incident is one of 
the final eras close to Qiyamah.'* 

After this first salah, Hadrat ‘Isa #8\ will become the imam 
and Hadrat Mahdi will follow him. This is proven from a 
narration of Hadrat Ka'b 48, 


Se ae op ey IB Oy pnd = J... Le gh ys ane all go) LAS ye 
SNS PBS pce Dp td 6 SA Cpolidl ple ae pd i glial plas: 
ec OG dS SIC a phat) SUG fo NUS age eed «3 pra cul 
VOT 5, TAT call ose La 

Hadrat Ka'b 4 narrates — in a marfii ‘(see footnote 53) narration 
"The people will be looking, suddenly Isa bin Maryam will be 
descending. At that time, the salah will be commencing and the leader 
of the Muslims, Mahdi, will be walking backwards. Isa will say, "Go 


forward, the igamah was called out for you." This person (Hadrat 
Mahdi =) will lead them in this salah. He said, " Isd will then be the 


“g9 
Mulla ‘Ali al Qari 4x. writes in Sharh Fiqh al Akbar, 
VV SV) aac 2. cael as goeiay e ol he ne ol eI 


‘The correct view is that (after the first salah) ‘Isa will lead the 
people in salah and Mahdi will follow him.'” 


imam. 


' Fath al Bari vol.6 p.611 
' Al Fitan p.393, Hadith 1336 
a 

p-137 
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After the Fajr salah, there will be a lengthy discussion and 
consultation. After this, the war against Dajjdl and his followers 
will begin. ; 

When Dajjal will see Hadrat ‘Isa #¢5\, he will be shocked 
and will stand up and run. There will be approximately seventy 
thousand Jews with him. Dajjal will run from Damascus to Isra’il. 
He will pass the valley of Ufayq and reach the city of Ludd. 
However, the army of Hadrat ‘Isa 3) and Hadrat Mahdi .2s will 
follow them. When Dajjal will try to enter Ludd, then Hadrat ‘isa 
8) will come close to him. The condition of Dajjal will be such 
that even if Hadrat ‘Isa #£) does not do anything, then too, Dajjal 
will dissolve like salt and will be destroyed. Hadrat ‘Isa #41 will kill 
him with his weapons. The followers of Dajjal will also be killed. 

After (finishing off - [T]) Dajjal, Hadrat ‘isa #5) and 
Hadrat Mahdi # will turn their attention to conquering the rest 
of the world and will establish Islam in the entire world. Allah 3¢ 
will make Islam dominant in every way. The prophesy of 
Rasilullah 35 mentioned in the following Hadith will be realized, 


Se PY als dil eT Wy Vg pte ee G25 eb de hs 
NYAVE 45) VIATT sal, db lS cpl oS | 


Hadrat Miqdad narrates that he heard Rastlullah % saying, "No 
home made of baked bricks or unbaked bricks will remain on earth 
except that Allah will place the word of Islam in it. Some will be 
honoured and some will be disgraced. Those whom Allah wishes to 
honour, He will bless them with the divine ability to become Muslims 
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on their own, and those whom Allah wishes to disgrace, they will 
finally choose Islam." I said, "Then the entire din will be for Allah.""”" 
The summary of this discussion is that Hadrat Mahdi 4 
will war against the Christians in different battles for seven years. 
He will fight against Dajjal in the eighth year, and he will pass the 
ninth year together with Hadrat ‘Isa 4). At that time, Islam will 
be flourishing in the entire world. Wealth will also be in great 
abundance. After the killing of Dajjal, Hadrat Mahdi ¢¢ will travel 
the earth together with Hadrat ‘Isa ##!, They will also give glad- 
tidings of reward and will console those who were given great 
difficulty by Dajjal. They will also fill the hearts of the people by 


means of beneficience. 


DEMISE OF HADRAT MAHDI #& 

The most authoritative information with regards to the demise of 
Hadrat Mahdi -s is that he will not be martyred in any battle. In 
the ninth year after his emergence (according to one report), he 
will pass away at the age of forty-nine. No information could be 
found concerning the city in which he will pass away and where 
he will be buried. Only this much is mentioned in the following 
narration of Sunan Abii Dawiid, 


EVAN 63s VON a5h> gah pee sO pebell abe Laas s dg oS 
He will pass away and the Muslims will perform the jandzah salah 
over him.'” 


Al Aun Al Ma bid, commentary of Sunan Abi Dawid, 
states the following about the narrators of the above narration, 


! Ahmad vol.39 p.236, Hadith 23814 
'°2 Sunan Aba Dawid vol.2 p-589, Hadith 4286 


ee 
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VY 00 | ee Vs ged pales Y Gee renall Ul) dhe yy 


This narration is narrated by narrators of the Sahihayn and there 
is no scope for jarh'*’ and ta n'™ on them.’ 

‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri. says in Al ‘Arf ush 
Shadhi, 


SA PAS be pre Ny} dade poll eed cugll Cans 
GLa Sl pole ls Le GLA Gall. cael df Lil oye Gael 
4b) lowe YE 


Hadrat Mahdi -# will be sent for the reformation of the Muslims. 
After the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa #41, he (Hadrat Mahdi ) will 
move from this world to the hereafter.!™ 

It seems most apparent that the jandzah salah of Hadrat 
Mahdi 45 will be performed by Hadrat ‘Isa 3841. It is accepted that 
Hadrat Mahdi 4» will live for nine years after his emergence. He 
will be forty years of age at the time of his emergence. This is 
written in different books but we could not find an authentic 
narration proving this. Some da if (see footnote 83) narrations do 
specify these numbers of years. 


'3 Jarh means ‘wound’. In the study of Hadith it refers to the scrutiny of a 


narration and the negative grading or statement made about it. - [T] 

'°4 Tah means ‘to throw a spear, to find fault.’ In Hadith terminology, it refers to 
the discussion regarding the reliability of a narrator, his memory and his religious 
practice. [Irshad Usal ul Hadith p.98] — [T] 

9 Voll p-255 

9 vol2 p.47 
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Let dey SJL. eg pce dil gs) bbl Gl ye aed gl Cl 


Abi Nu'aym 2, has transmitted the following marfi' (see 
footnote 53) narration of Hadrat Abi Umamah 4, 

A person said, "O Messenger of Allah, who will be the leader of the 
Muslims on that day?” Rastilullah 3 replied, “Mahdi, who is from my 
progeny. He will be forty years of age at that time.""”” 


BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF HADRAT ‘ISA #41 

After the demise of Hadrat Mahdi , Hadrat ‘Isa #2! will handle 
all the government affairs. Hadrat ‘Isa #4) will live in the world for 
forty years. He will marry and have children. The incident of Yajaj 
and Majaj will occur in his time. He will finally appoint a 
successor named Mugq/ad before leaving this world, i.e. after this 
person is born, Hadrat ‘Isa #5 will pass away. He will be buried 
near Rastilullah 48 in the raudah. The final signs of Qiyamah will 


then occur. 


(He Gt oY GE Say PN ade eee I Le YW CaS 
Lee Sipe OMG TI pe I ols oy ps PAS abe ne Oly: lB, 
pe Le ee pl Sage cn ge Vy et LAT ceed cpl 


ll Sadey ene C99 al pa pb de Geet ANS 9 Ole ne Ds 


"7 Al Hawi vol.2 p.66 
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Hadrat Ka’b Ahbar 4): says that Hadrat ‘Isa #4) will live in the 
world for forty years. He will marry a woman from one of the 
tribes. This woman will bear him two sons whose names will be 
Muhammad and Misa. The people will be together with him in 
goodness and in the good era. This will be a period of forty years. 
Allah 9€ will then take the soul of Hadrat ‘Isa #4). In this way, 
death will also come upon Hadrat ‘Isa 4. He will be buried next 
to Rasilullah # in the blessed room. The pious of the ummah will 
pass away and the evil people will remain among very few 
Muslims.'”* 


A verse of the Taurah about this has been narrated from 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Salam 4s, 


Ce emt OF ay gS bes 2 SB al ye pe op al Le op ey 


WTA a5 0 48 CPA lees abe ail ee tae es phd py 
It is narrated from Yusuf bin ‘Abdullah bin Salam from his father, 
"We found in the Taurah that ‘Isa bin Maryam will be buried with 
(next to) Rastilullah #8." 
The following narration of Musnad Ahmad and Musannaf Ibn Abi 
Shaybah proves that Hadrat ‘Isa #%) will live in the world for forty 
years, 


'°8 At Tadhkira lil Qurtubi p.763 
' Al Fitan p.359, Hadith 1338 
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Hadrat A’isha radiyallahu anha narrates that Rasilullah 3% said, 
"Dajjal will emerge and 1sé will descend. He ( 1sd) will kill him and 
will then live in the earth for forty years as a just ruler and an 
impartial judge." 


Spee t play dhe dil be atl Syn JE: JB ae ail Qo 32 Ul oe 
di} LES ged fran Le Quest ESery eel fobs ye on ee 
iS Sa ek ot ey eet ph Opie Oper sry SLI 
She Ny gtane cps OL aby > ee EE tl le OL dc taal 

YAY cot . pte Less 
Hadrat Abi Hurayrah narrates from Rasilullah %, "Isa bin 
Maryam will descend and he will kill Dajjal and he will live in the 
earth for forty years. He will implement the book of Allah and my 
Sunnah. He will pass away and will leave a person from Bani Tamim 


named Mug ad as his successor. In less than three years, the Qur'an 


will be lifted from the hearts of people and from the Masahif.'""' 


® Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 24467, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.15 p.134, 
Hadith 19320 
20! Al Hawi vol.2 p.82 
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Note: Study our book, ‘Nuzil e Isa’ for the complete 
biography of Hadrat ‘Isa #41, his descent and the killing of Dajjal. 

Finally, when Allah 3€ will establish Qiydmah, he will 
create a pleasing breeze that will (be a cause — [T]) for taking the 
souls of all the believers. No believer will remain on earth. 
Qiyamah will then happen on the worst of people and the trumpet 
will be blown. 


VW OLY ce Le Sas a GL SH es ee Ch 


a) ples eevee « delle i gale «oll It te os o as 

\4ve 
It is narrated from Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al ‘As 
4 ..."then Allah will send a breeze like a breeze of musk. Its touch 
will be like the touch of silk. It will not leave anybody in whose 
heart there is man equal te a seed except that it will take his (soul 
- [T]). The worst of people will remain. Upon them Qiydmah 
will happen."”” 


202 Sahih Muslim, Hadith 1924 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT TASKS OF HADRAT 
MAHDI 2s 


|. He will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled 
with oppression and tyranny. There will be no oppression in his 


actions and rule. 


2. His justice and equity will be general, encompassing everyone, 
(i.e. without favouritism, nepotism etc. — (T]) 


3. He will establish a khildfah upon the radiant ways of the 
khilafah ar rashida. 


4. [slam will gain dominance in the earth in his time and Islam will 
be established. 


5. He will purify the hearts of the ummah. 
6. He will make ta lim (teaching of din) widespread. 


7. He will purify people from shirk and bid at 
Hadrat Gangohi #, says, 


pebeKy le i oe Atle pote (sth cl) eS js 
VOY soll S 3) 





 Dolytheism. - [T] 


Innovations in din. - [T] 


a | 


ener ccc 
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He (Hadrat Mahdi -e) will purify them, teach them and cleanse 
them from the filth of innovations and he will make them 
complete.” , 


8. Dajjal will emerge in the seventh year after his (Hadrat Mahal 
's  - [T]) emergence and he will fight Dajjal alongside Hadrat 
‘[sa #5, 


9. Wealth in his time will be so much like the heaps of grain ina 
mill. 


VAY 5, VOY sail. alas Sly 
And wealth will be in heaps. 


10. There will be livestock in abundance during his time. 
11. Abundant beneficial rain will fall. 


12. There will be many crops harvested. 

grb sebe ail fee al S pny SE: J ace ail 95) ttl eee Ul go 

Ls eM op By Call abl te call Col STG ce" 

LaiIS gl Lee tat — baad y LSU 255 5c Lees JI seus 
AVY 5) VY Sta Hylton Leamem 

Hadrat Abii Sa id al Khudri says, Rasilullah said, "The Mahdi 


will emerge in the final era of my ummah. Allah will send abundant 


Al Kaukab Ad Durri vol.2 p.57 
6 Al Fitan p.253, Hadith 992 
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rain; the earth will bring forth its crops. He will distribute wealth 
properly. There will be many cattle and the ummah will have great 
honour at that time. He will live for seven or eight years.""”’ 


13. The conditions will be so good and prosperous that those who 
are living will wish that those who passed away were still alive and 
could see these prosperous conditions. 


Lele ope VI PLT V ye Milos ne YI at be ad ye oll pa Y 
Gj Si es ee le Ve tae TV 

YevVe 5, VY 
The sky will not leave any of its drops; the earth will not leave any 


of its water except that it will bring it forth. This will be to sucha 
degree that the living will desire that the dead be alive,”** 


14. He -€ will fill the hearts of people with contentment due to his 
generosity. 


WS lS pS Chee. ce et lO SLL, 
He will fill the hearts of the ummah of Muhammad 4 with 


contentment.” 


15. He will distribute wealth liberally. 


"” Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.601, Hadith 8673 
™® Musannaf ‘Abdur Razz4q vol.11 p.372, Hadith 20770 
“” Muntakhab Kanz al ‘Ummil vol.6 p.29 
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16. He will take out the treasure that is in front of the door of the 
Ka bah and distribute it among the Manel The name of this 
treasure is Ritdj al Ka bah. 

Note: There is a narration about Ritdj al Ka bah recorded 
in Muntakhab Kanz ul Ummal. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi 
mage that it is sahih.”"” 


OS gol GIL ily SE pF Cod ace al go) ILL oy poe poy 


Letom lye |a}e dole cule! on Cae ll nal Lael : ae dil 52) Shh 


VeA¥ 5, VAG call. Ole ST a dil fee ddan sted oe OL 


It is narrated from Ta'tis s#;, he says that ‘Umar bin al Khattdb 
“# bid farewell to the Ka bah. He then said, "By Allah, I do not 
know whether I should leave the treasures of the Ka bah, its 
weapons and wealth, or whether I should distribute it in the way 
of Allah. Hadrat ‘Ali 4 said, "Leave it, for you are not responsible 
to do it. The person who will do it is a youngster from us — the 
Quraysh. He will distribute it in the way of Allah during the final 


era,"2!! 





an ‘Agidah Zuhdr e Mahdi p.70, Sahth is a narration whose narrators are just, 


remember completely, its chain is linked at every point and there is no cause fo 
weakness in it. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith p.60] - [T] 
“11 Al Fitan p.284, Hadith 1062 
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17. He will give wealth liberally without counting.’ 


18. The Muslim ummah will attain a high status in honour. 


19. The prosperous conditions of his time and his proverbial 
generosity is recorded in the following narration, 


Ny Dal": pling abe dil fre dil I pny Sc aie dil 2253p Ul GF 
S59 ol pe SIH BE oe FU ro Gell 
PIM Slee (52 pay Ly pee y | Ab coke [5 Yr Land 2 VIS 
> Noe grey gb dot Ul Gl Seay dpb bE we JU nts 
Shc tely fory Vi sod ash (Be dp ob SS ye Waly Lolo pol al 
SLM ey UT: Sad asls  Ghhe c> dol cel Uyid es 
cold (dat OT phen Vy tad tod Uyid VG land tht} 
CaS UT: Spb pd opted cle OT pat be OS 
Abe a nde Gb 4575 SU Mie I 60 gle Ladi et del ate 
CoP SLE gl Lae gh ee US GELS olberd et fea YU]: gd 

4 Seal 55 Cesta alkenyl Gt Vy 6 Oat 


Hadrat Abi Hurayrah & narrates, Rasilullah 3% said,"Rejoice with 
the glad-tidings of the Mahdi, a person of Quraysh, of my family. He 
will emerge at the time of difference of opinion and earthquakes. He 


'° The wording in the original Urdu is proverbial. The literal translation is he will 
give wealth that fills both his hands, i.e. liberally. - [T] 


fs O(e ec ee vn sett Ln enn 
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will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it was filled with 
oppression and tyranny. All the inhabitants of the earth and heavens 
will be happy with him. He will distribute wealth correctly with 
justice. He will fill the hearts of the ummah of Muhammad with 
contentment and his equity will spread among them all. This will be 
to such a degree that he will tell his announcer to announce, "Does 
anyone have a need to place before me?" A single person will come to 
him. He # will say, "Go to the treasurer, he will give you.” That 
person will go to the treasurer and say that Mahdi has sent me so that 
you may give me some wealth, The treasurer will tell him to take it 
himself. That person will take more than he can carry. He will then 
put back until it reaches an amount that he will be able to carry. He 
will leave and become ashamed saying, "I am the greediest person in 
the ummah of Muhammad %. Everyone was called to this wealth and 
they left it, besides me." He will want to return that wealth. The 
treasurer will say that we do not take back what has been given. 
Mahdi will then live for six, seven, eight, or nine years. After that, there 
will be no good in staying alive.» 


SOCIAL LIFE DURING THE ERA OF THE MAHDI 

A great favour of Allah 3% upon this ummah during the time of 
Hadrat Mahdi # will be that everyone will unanimously accept 
Hadrat Mahdi -4s to be his or her leader and guide. There will not 
be any difference of opinion. It will be an example of great love 
and unity. 


"3 Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.6 p.29 


1$1 

TP be IN pra pS ge > GEL feu ycltel 3 Vad! fos 
440 ne Yor vcall. 

It is narrated from Dinar bin Dinar who said, "Mahdi will emerge 
when the people will be in disarray. He will console the people. 
He will not give preference to some over others. He will deal 


correctly until his demise. Then corruption and trouble will erupt 
in the entire world.” 


IMPORTANT INCIDENTS 


There are some very important incidents mentioned in the 
Ahadith. They will take place in the final era close to Qiyamah. 
However, there is no clarity as to exactly when they will occur. All 
these incidents will occur at the time very close to the emergence 
of Hadrat Mahdi . We come to this conclusion after pondering 
over the various narrations as well as the method in which they 
have been mentioned. (We understand this - [T]) also from 
studying the works of our pious predecessors about Hadrat 
Mahdi -#s. These incidents are recollected below: 


(1) RESTRICTIONS UPON ‘IRAQ, EGYPT AND SYRIA 
FROM THE ROMANS AND NON-ARAB NATIONS 


Vol GLa! pal chy: SLB ail Le op gle ue LS: JU ai Ul ye 


** Al Fitan p.254, Hadith 995 
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Hadrat Abii Nadrah az. says, "We were sitting by Jabir bin 
Abdullah .” He (Jabir 4) said, "Soon the condition of the people of 
Trdq will be such that not even a gafiz or a dirham will come to 
them." We said, "From whom (will these restrictions) come?” He said, 
"From the non-Arabs." 

After a little while he said, "Soon the condition of the people of 
Sham will be such that not even a dinar or a mudd will come to 
them." We said, "From whom (will these restrictions) be?” He said, 
“From the Romans.” 

He remained silent for a while and then said, "Rastilullah # 
said, "There will be a khalifah in the final era of my ummah who will 
distribute wealth liberally and he will not even count it." The narrator 
says, "I asked Abii Nadrah and Abul Ala’, "Do you think it is Umar 
bin Abdul Aziz?” They said, "No." 

‘Allamah Taqi ‘Uthmani démat barakdtuhu writes in his 
Takmila Fath al Mulhim, quoting Qurtubi, that a group of ulema’ 
incline to the view that Hadrat Mahdi #5 is referred to in this 
narration. The text is presented hereunder,« 


ANS EF Sl Sahl dil GLE es oh MOT elLall ys ae Cy 
VA gl ced ales. Ole 5 
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(2) THE SUDDEN INCURSION OF THE ROMANS INTO 
SYRIA 

We learn from some books that the Christians will be ruling Syria. 
Their rule will stretch until Khaybar. 


(3) THE FEW ARABS DURING THAT ERA - THEY WILL 
GATHER AT A PLACE CLOSE TO BAYT AL MUQADDAS 
crt eR ee fel te ys ge OE Pate pO all pb dil pe b 
es VV eo > VAL 
Someone asked, "O messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be at 


that time?" Rasiilullah 3% replied, "They will be few in Bayt al 
Mugaddas.""*§ 


(4) PEOPLE WILL LEAVE MADINAH DUE TO LACK OF 
DESIRE AND INCLINATION 

People will leave Madinah Munawwarah due to lack of 
inclination. They will hear that the gardens and crops in a certain 
place are flourishing, so they will leave, whereas Madinah 
Munawwarah is better for them. Allah % will let Madinah 
Munawwarah be inhabited by better people that were there. 


ayy shed spe yet HL Greedy ae pt oil UT Y Lee 
win POON SW A pteee Opole | ils gab pe rally cai pact 
Ate 


215 Sunan Ibn Majah p.308, Hadith 4077 
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In a marfi ‘narration of Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah # it is stated 
that no one will leave Madinah except that Allah will place others 
better than him, and those that hear of cheap prices and agricultural 
development will leave, whereas Madinah is better for them if they 


knew.?!6 


(5) THE APPEARANCE OF A MOUNTAIN OF GOLD 
Imam Muslim ~s#:. has recorded the following narration of 
Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka'b 2, 


dole ail Live atl Spey cen i) SE ate ail go) OWS oy all ye 
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Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka b - narrates, "I heard Rasiilullah 3 saying, 
"Soon, a mountain of gold will appear from the Euphrates River. 
When people will hear of this, they will leave for there. The people 
who live there will say, "If we leave these people to take the gold, all 
will be taken.” He 38 said, "They will fight over it. Ninety nine percent 
of the people will be killed (in this war — [T])." 

A similar narration of Hadrat Thauban 4 is recorded in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, 


*1© Mustadrak Hakim vol,4 p-501, Hadith 840 
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Hadrat Thaubdn # narrates that Rasilullah # said, "Three people 
will fight over your treasure. All of them will be sons of khulafa'. None 
of them will get the treasure. A black flag will then appear from the 
east. They will fight you so severly that no nation has fought you in 
such a way before." Hadrat Thaubén % says, "He 38 then said 
something that I do not remember." He 3 then said, "When you see 
him, then pledge allegiance to him immediately, even if you have to 
come crawling over ice. He is definitely the khalifah of Allah, the 
Mahdi,’?”” 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani al. says in Fath al Bari, 
If the treasure referred to in this Hadith is the one that is 
mentioned in the narration of the mountain of gold, then it is 


proof that these incidents will occur at the time of the emergence 
of Mahdi."* 


717 Sunan Ibn Majah p.310 
“8 Path al Bari vol.13 p.81 
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(6) KILLING OF THE PURE SELF 
The crux of a narration of Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah is that 
Hadrat Mahdi -# will emerge after the killing of a pure self, ice. a 


great pious person.””® 


(7) UNITY OF THE MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS 
This subject is discussed in the following narration of Sunan Abii 
Dawid, 


(SSL ys Cre Lye pas pl Oya Lael bale os SO pdt" 
od Dib Sd Cpe ld > Or 5 pF Opelity Opes Oy pond 
Jen ahd be Se Sid lead Sl pail fal ye ey 
pl ope . “Aarclel) aot s ¢5 jl tad LU ted — a3 ¢ Croll os 
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It is narrated from Hadrat Hudnah .%, "I heard Rasiilullah 38 saying, 
"The Muslims and Romans will share a peaceful treaty. They will 
jointly fight an enemy that is behind you. They will be helped, will 
gain booty and will return safely to a lush hill. A Christian will raise 
the cross and say, "The cross has overpowered." A Muslim will be 


angered at this and will break it. The Christians will break the treaty 
and will prepare for a great war."””° 


219 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.15 p.199, Hadith 19499 
220 Sunan Aba Dawid vol,2 p-590, Hadith 4292, this narration is also recorded in 
Sahih Muslim, in brief. 
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(8) ABLOODY WAR DURING THE DAYS OF HAJJ 

We learn from a narration that there will be a bloody war during 
the days of Hajj in the blessed land of Mina. It will be so severe 
that blood will be spilt on the Jamarah al Agabah. 


dole ai) Lee dtl Igy SE SE ote 6 6 aul pe Cand cp pee 
Kscele 0 5 Sob LAI gy tele y «lal S514 sal 63 GB : cles 
Aide Le pages fod sm cli gd Hess ¢ ballad 2056 oo 

44% es VAY - call. gl 3 oH 
Hadrat Amr bin Shu ayb narrates from his father who narrates from 
his grandfather # that Rasdlullah #8 said, "During Dhil Qa dah, the 
tribes will be split into groups. There will be plundering amongst the 
Hujjaj that year and there will be a war in Mina. There will be many 


dead and blood will be spilt to such a degree that their blood will flow 
on the Jamarah al Agabah.'"" 


(9) ANOTHER WAR 
Study the following narration of Mustadrak Hakim regarding 
another war, 


6 ATI tame op Oe LS 6 (spell Lalonde oy dal Gel 
OF le oe tle hae bo aU UT ye all gy eee Wt 
Je cnn Sighs ili 5 gill Le pa all hae ay gs IA 
rat |S gee tl feast Ab Sew I yd ac abl gay Ib Ul yy 


21) Fitan p.267, Hadith 994 
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Hadrat Ali #e said, "Soon there will be fitnah. In this (fitnah - [T]), 
people will be selected like how gold is from a mine. Do not speak ill of 
the people of Sham, speak ill of their oppressors, for among them (the 
people of Sham — [T]) are abdal. Allah will send rains upon the 
people of Sham, (such rains~ [T]) that will drown them. They will 
become so weak due to this that if a fox has to fight with them, the fox 
will overpower them, 

Allah will send a Hashimi, i. Mahdi, who is from the 
progeny of Rasilullah %. He will have an army of twelve thousand at 
the least and fifteen thousand at the most. Their sign will be the call 
‘amit, amit’. Their army will be under three flags. The army facing 
them will be under seven flags, every soldier of their's will desire 
leadership. They will fight and will be defeated. Allah will then give 
the Hashimi, ie. Mahdi, victory. Allah will then return their lost 
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blessings unto them. The people will then live in good conditions until 
the emergence of Dajjal.” 


GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD SIGNS OF THE 
EMERGENCE OF THE MAHDI 


There are verifiable and unverifiable signs of Hadrat Mahdi «4s 
mentioned in the source books. Some of them are so easily 
understood that even a simpleton will be able to point out Hadrat 
Mahdi -# upon witnessing them. We explain only two signs here, 


(1) THE RISING OF A SIGN TOGETHER WITH THE SUN 
oe BN ee oe be pe ab oy get pee ge HI Se Lol 
hj DI ee Cawae. T peotl ae els > cell oH V2 SB Le 

YevVvo 5, Vy 


It is narrated from ‘Ali bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas #, "Mahdi will 


not emerge until a sign rises together with the sun." 


Hadrat Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi ss. says that this 
narration is reliable.”** 
We find another hasan”* narration of Al Fitan - compiled 


by Nu‘aym bin Hammad, 


*2 Mustadrak vol.4 p.596, Hadith 8658 

223 Musannaf ‘Abdur Razzaq vol.11 p.373, Hadith 20775 

224 “agidah Zuhair e Mahdi p.53 

725 Hasan is translated as ‘good’. There are two types of Hasan in Hadith 
terminology. (i) Hasan Li Dhdatihi — the narration that fulfills all the conditions of 
Sahih li Dhatihi, except that the recording of the narrator is not complete. This 
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It is narrated from ‘Ali bin ‘Abdullah bin “Abbas # , "Mahdi will 


not emerge until the sun does not rise as a sign." 


(2) KHURASAN AND THE BLACK FLAGS 

There are many narrations about the appearance of black flags 
from Khurds4n in the incidents at the time of the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi «4. A few of them are presented here with a basic 
analysis of their reliability, 


45 SSM Glad fe eo ll: DB ate abl (62 Sb Ul op! de ye 
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5 RLS ches Gs ed dis Le eo pe SLL» ollly 
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AVA oy 
shortcoming cannot be made up by the same narration being narrated through 
other chains. (ii) Hasan li Ghayrihi — that narration in whose narrators all or some 
of the conditions of reliability are not found. However, this shortcoming can be 


made up if the narration is narrated through other chains. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith 
pp.65-66] - [T] 
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(1) It is narrated from Hadrat “Ali 4,’ "When the army of 
Sufyani will come out to Kifah, he will then send an army in 
search of the people of Khurasin, The people of Khurdsan will 
leave in search of the Mahdi. They (the people of Khurasan — 
[T]) will meet them (the army of Sufyant - [T]) and the Hashimi 
with black flags. Shu'ayb bin Salih will be at the head of this army. 
There will be a great battle between these two armies. The 
Hashimi army will win and the army of Sufydni will flee. The 
people will then hope for the Mahdi and will search for him." 

Although this narration is classified as mauqif”, it will be 
placed in the category of marfii‘ (see footnote 53). This is because 
these very same words are found in marfii ‘(see footnote 53) 
narrations. There is a well-known principle according to the 
scholars of Hadith and scholars of the principles of Hadith that 
the saying of a sahabi <& that is beyond analogy will be placed in 
the category of marfi ‘(see footnote 53). 


Sed pt ele 15 op OLS ral 13] Lee ail (92) dole el ye 
NA SloSN pS Coes. Gughl ail WAL Yi Ob Le gl OLLI 


(2) It is narrated from Hadrat Umm e Salamah radiyallahu anha, 
"When you see black flags coming from Khurasan, then go there 
because the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi, is among them."””* 

This narration is reliable.”” 


726 ‘This narration is not translated word for word 

i Maugif refers to a statement or action of a sahabi. [Irshad Usdl ul Hadith 
p.5S] - [T] 

8 Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.6 p.29 

2° ‘agidah Zuhir e Mahdi p.65 
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(3) Hawrat Thauban 4 narrates that Rasilulla4h # said, "Three 
people will fight over your treasure. All of them are sons of khulafa' 
(princes). However, none of them will get it. Then, black flags will 
appear from the east. They will fight you in such a way that no nation 
has fought you before — the narrator says that he 3% said something 
which I do not remember — he 3 then said that when you see him, 
then pledge allegiance to him even if you have to go to him crawling on 
ice for he is the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi.’ 

This narration is also reliable although it is recorded in 
Sunan Ibn Majah. It is not from the da if (see footnote 83) and 
maudii‘ (see footnote 85) narrations of Sunan Ibn Majah. In 
addition, there are narrations of Sunan Abi Dawiid and 
Mustadrak Hakim that corroborate this one. The narrations of 
other sahabah * also support this one. For details, see Agidah 
Zuhiir e Mahdi of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi #&. pp.37-38. 


20 Sunan Ibn Majah p.310 
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‘Allamah Sindhi 3‘: says, ‘Abul Hasan bin Sufyan a. 
has recorded this narration in his Musnad and Aba Nu‘aym has 
mentioned it in Kitab al Mahdi from the chain of Ibrahim bin 


Suwayd Shami s#.. This narration is sahih (see footnote 210) 


through this chain and all the narrators are reliable.”*" 


oral 13] hans abe ail foe atl Spay SE: SU ace ail 02) OLS Be 
SAghl abl ade gd OU « Las GLAS 5 oye Dele JS 2 pS] OLN I 
VYVEN 5, AVY salelyy, 


(4) It is narrated from Hadrat Thaubdn 4 that Rasilullah 3 said, 
"When you see black flags coming from Khurdsan, then go there for 
among them is the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi.’”” 

There is another narration of Sunan Abi Dawid regarding 
this in which it is explained that a king of Khurasan will help 
Hadrat Mahdi , it is quoted below, 


(Boe Be) Sy aS She sel els ce fra CBN: pleny ale ail 
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3) ‘Tarjuman us Sunnah vol.4 p-390 
32 Ahmad vol. p-177, Hadith 22746 
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(S) It is narrated from Hilal bin Amr, he says, "I heard Alt 
karramallahu wajhahu saying, “Rasilullah 3 said, "A person will 
enterge from the land behind the river. His name will be Al Harith 
(son of, in one copy) Harrath. At the head (of this group — [T]) will 
be a man called Mansir. He will give protection to the family of 
Muhammad (38 - [T]) like the Quraysh gave to Rasillullah 3. It is 
wajib upon every believer to help him, or he said, (it is wajib upon 
every believer to accept his command - [T]).'""* 

Shah Rafi’ ud Din writes in Alémdat e Qiydmat p.11, 
'When the news of the emergence of Mahdi will spread 
throughout the Muslim world, then a person from Khurasan will 
come to help him. At the front of this huge army will be a person 
called Mansir. He will wipe out many Christians and atheists that 
they will find on the way." 

Note: There is some debate on the authenticity of the 
above-mentioned narrations. However, strength is added to them 
considering that they are narrated through various chains. 


SCRUTINY OF FAMOUS SIGNS AND THEIR 
REJECTION 


(1) A SOLAR AND LUNAR ECLIPSE IN RAMADAN 
BEFORE THE EMERGENCE OF THE MAHDI 

A solar and lunar eclipse in the month of Ramadan before the 
emergence of Hadrat Mahdi < is among the famous aspects 
regarding his (Hadrat Mahdi #'s) emergence. Such an amazing 
thing would have never happened since the creation of the 
heavens and the earth. Hadrat Shah Rafi’ ud Din s#, writes, 


*3 Sunan Aba Dawid vol.2 p.589, Hadith 4290 
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‘This has become famous on the basis of the following 
narration, 
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It is narrated from Muhammad bin ‘Ali 4s, " Indeed for our Mahdi 
there are two signs that have never happened since the creation of 
the heavens and the earth. (The first is that) there will be a lunar 
eclipse on the first night of Ramadan. (The second is that) there 
will be a solar eclipse halfway through the same Ramadan. These 
two signs would never have occurred since the creation of the 
heavens and the earth.” 

The first thing that one should remember concerning this 
narration is that this narration is definitely not a Hadith. It is a 
statement of Muhammad bin ‘Ali 45. It is a false allegation to 
classify this as a statement of Rasdlullah 3 until clear proof does 
not show otherwise. In fact, it will necessitate the following 


Hadith, 
fed leaxe le wis ee 


“He who willfully attributes a false statement to me should build his 
abode in the fire." 


The chain of narration of this statement of Muhammad 
bin ‘Ali is rejected on the following premises, 
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* One narrator of this statement is ‘Amr bin Shamr. Hafiz 
Ibn Hajar ‘Asqgalani and ‘Allamah Shams ud Din 
Dhahabi i: have used harsh words for him, like, kadh 
dhab’"', rafidi, a swearer of the sahabah &, matriik al 
hadith etc. One of his very bad habits was that he used to 
attribute fabricated narrations to reliable narrators and 
narrate them. For this reason, these scholars have passed 
the decision not to accept his narrations.”*° 
‘Amr bin Shamr used to narrate maudi ‘(see footnote 85) 
narrations from Jabir Ju ‘fi. 

© The second narrator of this statement is Jabir Ju‘fi. He is 
very greatly debated (mutakallam fth). He was a staunch 
shi'a and a swearer of the sahabah #. Imam Muslim aot, 
has explained the jarh (see footnote 193) of Jabir Ju‘fi 
done by four great scholars through six chains on p-15S of 
his introduction to Sahih Muslim. His belief in irja is at 
the top of the list. Imam Aba Hanifah .s#<, says, "From all 
the liars that I have come across, I have never seen a 
greater liar than Jabir Ju'fi. Details of Jabir Ju‘fi are 
explained in Tahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.1 p.352. 

¢ The third narrator is Muhammad bin ‘Ali. Many 
narrators have this name. There is no clarity about who 
this Muhammad bin ‘Ali is. Therefore, this narrator is 
also majhil (see footnote 77). To take Muhammad bin 
‘Ali to mean Hadrat Bagir «#,, as is the opinion of some 
scholars is also without proof. 
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A great liar — [T] 
Lisan ul Mizan vol.4 p.422, Mizan al I'tidal vol.2 p.262 
°° Being part of the Murjia sect - [T] 
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This narration has no credibility in ,the light of the above- 
mentioned reasons. It cannot be presented as proof for such an 
important subject like the emergence of Mahdi. Similarly, this 
sign of an eclipse at the time of Hadrat Mahdi # cannot be 
proven from this narration. 

A similar narration is found in Igd ud Durar fi Akhbdr al 
Muntazar of Shaykh Yasuf Magdisi 8. and in the shi'a book, 
‘Basharatul Andm bi Zuhur al Mahdi alayhi as Salam lil Kazimi’. 
This narration states, "The solar eclipse will take place halfway 
through Ramadan and the lunar eclipse will take place at the end 
of Ramadan. These two signs would have never happened since 
Hadrat Adam #8) came down to the earth.’ 

The discussion and debate on this narration is very similar to 
the discussion and debate on the narration of Sunan Ad Dar Qutni 
that was previously mentioned. Therefore, this narration is also 
not credible.”*”” 

Over and above this, from 1801 to 1900 there has been a 
solar and lunar eclipse in Ramadan five times. One aspect that 
also deserves attention is that from 1851 to 1895, in just 45 years, 
this (a solar and lunar eclipse) has occurred 3 times in Ramadan. 
One can judge from this as to how many times it would have 
occurred before that. Therefore, how can it be correct to say that 
this phenomenon would have never happened since the time that 
Allah % created the earth and skies? From this, we learn that this 
narration is not correct even from a factual point of view. *** 


37a dapted from Radd e Qadiyaniyyat ke Zari Usdl and Fiqhi Jawahir p.3 
*°8 See Radd e Qadiyaniyyat ke Zari Ustil and Fighi Jawahir for details 
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(2) WILL THERE BE A CALL FROM THE HEAVENS UPON 
THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDI -4s? 

One of the signs of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi <4 explained 
in the Urdu and Arabic books written on the subject of Hadrat 
Mahdi #: is that when Hadrat Mahdi # emerges, there will be the 
following call from the skies, 


0 prabla cghl ail dal lis 
‘This is the khalifah of Allah, the Mahdi, so obey him.’ 
This has also become famous among the people. Therefore, it is 
necessary for us to learn of its credibility. 


Some of the narrations found in the different books of 
Hadith are presented below, 
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It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin al As - that 
Rasilullah 3 said, "The Mahdi will emerge in such a way that there 
will be an angel above his head calling out, ‘This is the Mahdi, so 
follow him.’?” 
Similarly, Imam Ibn ‘Adi 28: has transmitted the 


following Hadith in his ‘Al Kamil fi Du afa ar Rijal' with its chains 
and texts with slight differences (among them —[T]}). 


*8° Musnad Ash Shamiyyin vol.2 p.71, Hadith 937 
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It is narrated from Hadrat Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al As 4 that 
Rastlullah % said, "The Mahdi will emerge in such a way that there 
will be a cloud above his head in which there will be an angel calling 
out, ‘Indeed this is the Mahdi, so follow him." 

Both of these narrations are based on ‘Abdul Wahhab bin 
Dahhak bin Aban As Sulami Al ‘Urdi. The imams of Jarh and 
Ta dif*' have mentioned very harsh statements regarding him. 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani 4. writes, 
oa AB etd ans UIT: 25l2 gil Uy ¢ Ctlere ote yl JE 


S5 fot Bees s ced My Ladl Ny Sy fe dts ds sll JE 
es CAS abe dle Cott) Soo: Lil ne yp dle JE. 


VON NOVY — igs 


™® Al Kamil vol.6 pp.515-516 

*! Jarh and Ta dil refers to the branch of Hadith study that deals with the 
reliability of narrators regarding certain words and the grading of those words. 
[Irshad Usal ul Hadith p.150] - [T] 
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Bukhari says, "He has strange narrations." Aba Dawid says, "I 
have seen him fabricate narrations." Nasa'i says, "He is not 
thiqah** and is matrik." ‘Ugayli, Ad Dar Qutni and Bayhaqi say, 
"He is matrik." Salih bin Muhammad al Hafiz says, "He is munkar 
al hadith (see footnote 76) and most of his Ahadith are lies." 

Statements of a similar nature is also mentioned in Mizan 
al I tidal vol.2 pp.160-161. 

Nu‘aym bin Hammad 4: has also transmitted a few 
narrations on this subject in Al Fitan. However, they are Athdr 
(see footnote 2) of the sahabah # and tabi in. Only one narration 
is marfii ‘(see footnote 53) According to critical analysis, all these 
narrations are debated. 

There are narrations of Kanz ul Ummiail vol.14 p.S84 and 
Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah vol.7 p.S31 that show the same 
meaning. 

The summary of this study is that this narration cannot be 
used as proof for such an important subject like the emergence of 
Mahdi when looking at its chain of transmission. 


UNTRACEABLE ASPECTS 


Many things related to Hadrat Mahdi «4 have been mentioned. 
We tried throughout this book to present all that which is in line 
with authentic Ahadith. However, there are some things for which 
I could not find a narration backed by a strong chain, or some 
things are such that they are mentioned in the works of our 


#2 Reliable — [T] 
*3 Tahdhib ut Tahdhib vol.3 pp.527-528 
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luminaries but I could not find any reliable sources for them. 
Therefore, they are mentioned here separately. 

1. Hadrat Mahdi # will misinform others and run from Makkah 
Mukarramah to Madinah Munawwarah. 


2. 
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Wy 
It is narrated from Hadrat ‘Ali 4, "An army will be sent from 
Madinah. They will catch whoever they find belonging to the 
family of Muhammad 3 and they will kill many men and women 
from the Banti Hashim. At that time, the Mahdi and Mubayyid will 
flee Madinah for Makkah."”“ 


3. Hadrat Mahdi -# will come out in this way that there will be a 
cloud above his head shading him. A hand will be protruding 
from this cloud and will be pointing towards Hadrat Mahdi -4s, 


4. The following call will be made from the heavens, 
pins cole dil fo toe SG tial Yi 
Listen, the truth lies in the family of Muhammad # 


*# Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummil vol.6 p.33 
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5. The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi will take place after Isha’ 
salah on the tenth of Muharram. 


6. The clothing, sword and flag of Rasdlullah #% will be with 
Hadrat Mahdi # and the following words will be written on 
them, 


4 anS| 
7. The sign of Rasdlullah # will be upon his shoulders. 


8. The sea will split for Hadrat Mahdi just as it did for the Bani 
Isra'il. 


9. Hadrat Mahdi # will place a dry branch in the earth and it will 


immediately become green and lush. 
10. He will be given ilm e ladunni™. 


11. He (Hadrat Mahdi -#) will have a box. Most of the Jews will 
accept Islam upon seeing it. 


12. Hadrat Mahdi 4 will have a stutter. Due to this, he will have 
difficulty in speaking and he will hit his thigh with his right hand. 


There are many other things written on this subject that 
one will find and read but they have been left out because no 


* ‘Knowledge from Allah 8, acquired without learning - [T] 
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authentic chain of transmission could be found for them. They 
were also left out for brevity. 

Narrations stating the above-mentioned things are either 
da if (see footnote 83) or maqtii‘ (see footnote 61). Some are 
also maudii ‘(see footnote 85). These things have become famous 
among people. That is why we have explained them here to 
inform them (of its unreliability — [T]). 


KASHF AND ILHAM AND THEIR STATUS IN THE 
SHARI AH 


There are many mukdshafat’ regarding Hadrat Mahdi <4» that 
are narrated from the luminaries. Many books mention these 
mukdshafat with great importance. Some people narrate these 
mukashafat with no caution whatsoever. They then gradually 
become famous among the people and then the people take it to 
be based on reliable sources. 

There are some mukdshafat, prophesies and sayings of 
luminaries of the recent past that are narrated. Leaving aside 
whether it is correct or not to attribute them to these luminaries 
of din, we only intend to explain the reality and status of kashf and 
ilham. 

The lexical meaning of kashf is 'to open’. The technical 
definition of kashf is 'the knowledge that Allah 4 opens to 
somebody, whether it be a nabi or wali**’, obedient or sinner, 
Muslim or non-Muslim, man or animal.' The implication of kashf 


*4© Disclosures - [T] 
**7 & very pious servant of Allah 3 - [T] 
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is general. However, according to our common usage, kashf is also 
special with the pious as i/hdm is. 

Although kashf and ilham differ in their comprehended 
meanings, and they are similar in implication, they are both 
zanni** in the light of shari ah.” It is not wajib or desired to have 
iman in them. Kashf and ilham are neither part of the integrals of 
Islam nor are they part of the principles of din nor do they stand 
as proof of shari ah. The only thing that we can do is make a 
premature surmise of it that could or could not turn out to be 
reality. It is similar to the interpretation of dreams. 

A similar discussion is found in Khayr al Fatéwaé of 
Maulana Khayr Muhammad Jalandhari a. [vol.1 pp.67-68]. It 
was written in reply to a request for a fatwa. 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yisuf Ludhiyanwi 3. has 
written the following in reply to a question regarding this, 

'The meaning of kashf is the disclosure of something. I/hdm refers 
to something that is put in the heart and the meaning of bashdrat 
is glad-tidings, like seeing a good dream.’ 

He further writes, 

‘Kashf, ilham and bashdrat is possible after the demise of 
Rasilullah 3, but it is not a proof of shari ah. Claims that it is 
indisputable cannot be made and no-one can claim that it must be 
believed.’ 

He writes in reply to another question, 

‘A person who is not a nabi can get kashf or ilhdm but it is not a 
proof. A ruling cannot be based on it. It will be judged in the light 
of shari ah. If it is correct, it will be accepted, otherwise not. This 


*48 Zanni refers to anything that is of a grading other than Mutawatir - [T] 
49 2. 
Disputable 
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will be the case when the person follows the sunnah of Rasdlullah 
# and is an adherent of the shari ah. If a person lives against the 
sunnah of Rasdilullah 35, then his claim of kashf and ilhdm is a 
devilish plot.” 

Kashf and ilhém is not a proof in din and religion. The 

meaning of this is that the phenomenon of kashf is proven from 
authentic texts but there is possibility of error with regards to the 
specific time and place in the kashf of people other than the 
Ambiyd’. Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi 4s, 
says, 
‘There are three types of mukdshafat. One is subject to divine 
working. Muslims and non-Muslims are on par in this type. One 
type is from the lauh e mahfiiz’*'. This is special with Muslims. 
However, the following verse (clarifies its reality - [T]), 


a * st si 7 "3. ere F3 ee 
ES pl edie E85 LE ail ats 


Allah erases whatever He wills and keeps in place. With Him is the 
Mother of Books. [Sirah ar Ra d (Thunder) 13:39] 


One type is from the special knowledge of Allah #&. This is 
only for the ambiyd’. There is possibility of error in the first two, 
but not in the third. This is because specification of place and 
time is by estimation, but the past, present and future are all the 
same in the knowledge of Allah 4%. Therefore, the knowledge of 


the ambiyd' is pure from error.” 


250 Ap ke Masa'il Aur un ka Hal vol.1 pp.34-35 
5! The protected tablet - (T] 
252 Arwah e Thalatha p.295 
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There has been mukdshafat of certain scholars about the 

specific year in which Hadrat Mahdi # will emerge. However, 
they were proven wrong. Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya qib 
Nanotwi .#:, writes in one of his letters”’, 
‘Some people of kashf think that the emergence of Mahdi and 
other promised signs of Qiydmah will take place in the next 
century. Some have said that this time is still far away. Allah 
knows best. It is unnecessary to state anything with regard to that 
which has been written after that. Whatever Allah wants, that will 
happen.” 

He .u#:, writes in another letter’ in the interpretation of 

a dream, 
‘What is surprising about meeting Imam Mahdi? One could attain 
it because many signs have become apparent. What is surprising if 
his emergence takes place in the first or second year of this 
century, in accordance to the kashf of the pious?’ Allah knows 
best.” 

We learn from the above that some people of kashf had 
kashf of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi # in 1301 or 1302. We 
are now in 142675” and Hadrat Mahdi 4 has not yet emerged. 

The kashf of the friends of Allah will be considered when 
it is not in conflict with the Qur'an, Hadith, Ijma ‘and correct 
Qiyds. This is agreed upon by the former and latter day scholars as 
explained by Qadi Thana’ ullah Panipatti ss. in ‘Irshad ut 





253 Sent on 12 Shawwal 1294 

24 Maktiibat wa Bayad e Ya qabi p.111 

*55. Sent on 24 Dhii al Qa'dah 1299 ‘ 

°° Thid p.129 

257 This is the year when the original Urdu book was written. This translation is 
being prepared in 1431.-[T] 
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Talibin'. To specify a year for the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
is in conflict with the authentic nusts**. The demand of the nustis 
is that the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi «4 is kept hidden by Allah 
4%. The time will come when this secret will be suddenly opened. 
This matter has been kept so secret that Hadrat Mahdi will not 
be aware of his own position just before his emergence.” 

The difference between wahi, ilham and kashf can be 

understood in the following way, 
Wahi refers to only that knowledge which is placed in the heart of 
a nabi. It matters not in which way it happens. The scholars of 
Hadith have explained different types of wahi. Anyway, the 
knowledge of wahi is indisputable and it is necessary to believe in 
it. 

Ilham is that knowledge which is placed in a blessed heart 
that has a proper nature. This is without striving for it and 
deducing it. If the placing of this knowledge is in the heart of a 
nabi, then it is called wahi and it will be indisputable. If it is placed 
in the heart of anyone else, then it will called ilham according to 
common usage. This knowledge is zannj (see footnote 248). 

Another difference between wahi and ilhdm is that the 
wahi and ilhdm of the ambiyd’ consists of commands and 
prohibitions. Therefore, it is wajib for the nabi to propagate it. 
The ilham of the pious consists of glad-tidings and deep 
understanding. It is not wajib upon them to propagate their ilham. 
It is better for them to keep it hidden until a shar? or dini need 
arises. 


** Clear texts of the Qur'an and Hadith - (T] 
°59 adapted from Fighi Jawahir vol.3 pp-84-85 
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Hadrat Mufti Mahmid Hasan Gangohi 3: once 
narrated an incident, 
‘Twenty five years ago, one person told me that Imam Mahdi was 
born from such a time. Hadrat Mika'il #5) has informed me. He 
has not emerged yet. He indicated a cubit's length saying that it is 
equal to a cubit's length.” 


THE COMPANIONS OF HADRAT MAHDi # 


There are many signs and glad-tidings in the narrations regarding 
those fortunate Muslims who will get the opportunity to strive for 
universal imdni revival together with Hadrat Mahdi 4. 

1. His companions will be beloved to Allah 3% and Allah 3 will 


forgive them. 
2. Their hearts will be united. 
3. They will fear none but Allah 4¢. 


4. The companions of Hadrat Mahdi 4 will initially be weak as 
far as apparent strength is concerned. 


5. The 313 people that will pledge allegiance at his hands first, will 
be the highest in imdni status after the khayr al qurtin (see 
footnote 145). 


© Malfuzat Faqih ul Ummah vol.9 p.55 
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6. The companions of Hadrat Mahdi together with Hadrat ‘Isa 
5) will afterwards fight against the Jews in the final battle. 


7. One division of the troops of the companions of Hadrat Mahdi 
-@ will fight against Dajjal. 


8. The ka bah will be their place of safety. 


9. They will not be scared of anyone nor will they see somebody 
and become pleased. They will be involved in their pursuit. Their 
goal (to elevate the word of Allah &) will be of top priority. They 
will also be united. 


SN Obese oy Le op Spb EI 6 gli op Let ull gf bho 
Dee Bh 6 Goel logs hy He 5 pit Le oy 9 ae Lh « 
BN o2a fe die LS: SF i oy ane gee Juilll Gl yee al 
ekg Ate be lpn: aie ail (9d) Le lib sgl ye Joy lid ace 
Al earns J: ail dl: Jor WIE BOL STG 2S Ula 
STO pte gs Yc ae 9d Sy ail gp SL CS ¢5 lg dbs 
OA pti de sr obecl ite Jecogs bu bos wY, 
sel see ly jale cpl gb bel ie oy 09,2 Vl gS bY 
phot 5 pte ola dy 6 Sect bo pd le me tye Lia. 

£/o0$ 


It is narrated from Muhammad bin al Hanafiyyah, "We were by 
Ali «#. One person asked him about the Mahdi. ‘Ali > said, 





Se 
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"Listen," He then made the sign of seven with his hands. He then 
said, "He wiil emerge in the final era in such conditions that if 
someone has to say, 'All4, Allah’, he will be killed. Allah will then 
gather such a nation tha* will be like clouds. All joined to one 
another, Allah will join t] eir hearts. They will not be scared by 
anyone nor will they beccme happy at the one who joins them. 
They will be equal in number to those who fought at Badr. No 
one in the past will be able to surpass them in rank (except those 
of the khayr al quriin (see footnote 145)), nor will anyone in the 
future catch up to them. They will be the same in number as the 
companions of Talat who crossed the river with him."”°! 


SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING THE 
COMPANIONS OF HADRAT MAHDI 4 IN THE 
AHADITH 


1. The army that Hadrat Mahdi will take from Madinah 
Munawwarah to Sham will consist of the most virtuous Muslims 
of the world at that time. The following is mentioned in Sahih 
Muslim, 


eee «GN eey G22 eal ole os Slo» Aer pel ot 


VARY 5) WAY La 
2. The martyrs in Sham will be the most virtuous martyrs after 
those of the era of Rasdlullah 4, The next part of the above- 
mentioned narration of Sahih Muslim states, 





761 Mustadrak Hakim vol.4 p.554 
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VAY ins coe « il ie elig tll fail 


3. Those Muslims who flee the battlefields of Sham?™ due to the 
small number of Muslims and huge number of Christians will 
never be forgiven by Allah 48. 


4. It is explained in the Hadith that the leader of the army at the 
time of the conquest of Constantinople will be very good, i.e. 
Hadrat Mahdi s. That army will also be very blessed. 


S. After the conquest of Constantinople, the lies of Dajjal will 
spread. Hadrat Mahdi «# will sent a contingent of ten men in 
order to establish the truth regarding Dajjal. They will be the best 
people on the face of the earth at that time. 


ANSWER TO AN IMPORTANT QUESTION 


Will there be modern scientific inventions during the time of 
Hadrat Mahdi -4, or will it be like former times? 

Many Muslims are confused over whether the world will 
return to previous ways or will modern scientific technology be 
present during (and after —[T]) the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 
Se. 

Regarding this subject, (we quote —- [T]) an answer 
written by Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yisuf Ludhiyanwi .. 
(The following important question was posed to him - [T]) 


762 One third of the army 





182 


Question: 

I read your article ‘ Alémat e Qiydmat' in the daily ‘Jang®®. There 
is no doubt that the solution to every query is satisfactory and 
they are backed by references from the Qur'an and Hadith. This 
article also shows your knowledge and (depth of - [T]) research. 
However, we do not understand one aspect. After reading the 
article, one comes to the conclusion that horses, swords, bows 
and arrows etc. will be used in the war between (the Muslims 
comprising of — [T]) Hadrat Mahdi #s and Hadrat ‘Isa i 
against the non-Muslims and Christians. The armies will face one 
another in the battlefield like the times of before. 

You wrote that Hadrat Mahdi 4 will send nine horsemen 
from Constantinople to Sham in order to find out about Dajjail. It 
is as if there will be no aircraft. Then, Hadrat ‘Isa #4 will destroy 
Dajjal using a spear. (Similarly, - [T]) when Yajaj and Majaj will 
cause corruption, then they will have bows and arrows, ie. it will 
not be the era of guns, rifles, pistols and explosives. From the 
time that man set foot on earth, science has always been 
developing and before Qiydmah, it would have advanced in leaps 
(and bounds - [T]). 

The second point is that you have written that upon the 
command of Hadrat ‘Isa #4), a few individuals will take refuge in 
the fort of Mount Tir in order to save themselves from the nation 
of Yajiij and Majuj. This implies that the rest of the people who 
became Muslims will be left to the mercy of Yajuj and Majijj. It is 
logical to assume that such a fort cannot accommodate so many 
people, I cannot remember a du @’ that I read in one book that 
Rasilullah #2 prescribed to recité for protection from Dajjal. 


263 A newspaper published in Pakistan ~ [T] 
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Write this du @’ together with clarifying the above-mentioned 
points. 


Answer: 

The structure of civilization changes all the time. All would have 
suspected a person of being mad if he had to explain the 
communication systems and weapons that we have today, one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred years ago. Allah knows best as 
to whether this scientific technology will advance or will it 
commit suicide and the structure of civilization would return to 
the like of former times. 

The possibility of this second option always exists and the 
bodies of scientists tremble due to this. If this is the case, then no 
objection remains about the circumstances that will prevail 
during the era of Hadrat Mahdi & and Hadrat ‘Isa #5). 

We have been commanded to recite Sarah al Kahf (the 
Cave) on Fridays. Every Muslim should recite at least the first and 
last ten verses. The following du ii’ is narrated in the Ahadith, 


AL3 gelyc pill lide oye ELS gel 9 ¢ anger Glebe oye thd el Gil ag 
I} eb ly Loakl decd yo AUS eT GG] eel. SLEW! all ds ys 
PIAA P 6 ot sl el £ oT. 6 sally oil ope thd ye 


O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from the punishment of 
Jahannam, and I seek protection in You from the punishment of 
the grave, and I seek protection in You from the fitnah of Al Masih 
Ad Dajjal. O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from the fitnah 
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of life and death. O Allah, verily I seek protection in You from sin 
and loss. 

Note: Some writers have referred to the equipment of war 
in the battles of Hadrat Mahdi # in new terms. From this, we 
understand that later inventions will also be used in his victories. 
This is only speculation. Allah 48 knows best what is to happen. 


PARTS OF THE INTERVIEW WITH HADRAT 
MUFTI MUHAMMAD RAFI ‘UTHMANI démat 
barakatuhu 


Question: 
Give us some guidance regarding the glad-tidings that Rasdlullah 
3 gave and provide an explanation that corroborates them. 


Answer: 

If we scrutinize the prophesies of Rastlullah 3, then we learn that 
the politics, geography and the fast-changing conditions of the 
world are all taking the world to the time before the emergence of 
Hadrat Mahdi -#, This entire field is being prepared for it. It is 
also proven from the narrations that there will be great difference 
of opinion among the Muslims during the time of Hadrat Mahdi 
4. He # will end the differences and the Islamic khilafah will 
once again be established. The head of this khilafah will be Hadrat 
Mahdi 4s. Apparently, this time does not seem far away. 


Question: : 


264 Ap ke Masa'il Aur un ka Hal vol.1 pp.268-269 
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The emergence of Dajjal is also said to concurrently occur with 
the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi 4s? 


Answer: 
It will be a trying time for the entire ummah. It will not be a time 
of disgrace for the ummah because the Muslims will be united 
under the flag of one leader and the truth will be open before 
them. The decision of Hadrat Mahdi will stand as the truth and 
whatever is in conflict with it is baseless. They will not have the 
trouble we currently face, difficulty in deciding on who is correct. 
We acknowledge that many lives will be lost and great sacrifice 
will be given. However, there will not be wrangling and disgrace. 
Muslims will die honourably.*® 

Mufti Muhammad Rafi’ has written an article on this 
subject titled, ‘Ambiya’ ki sar Zamin me Chand Roz’. It was 
published in separate parts in Al Baldgh. The fifth part is 
indispensable in our study. He writes, 
‘Some signs of Qiydémah are: 
Most of the land stolen from the Muslims by the Isrd‘ilis were 
seen together with the historical places we visited in Jordan. The 
hearts which have been wounded due to evil actions from before, 
when witnessing these places themselves, suffer injury upon 
injury. (Therefore, - [T]) we are suffering injury upon injury 
when looking at these events. If we look at the fast changing world 
and the way in which it is changing in the last sixty years, 
especially in the Middle East, in the light of the signs explained by 
Rasdlullah 3, then we clearly realize that the world is now moving 
rapidly towards Qiydmah. 


765 al Balagh vol.6 no,11, January 2004 
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At every step of the journey through Jordan and Syria, we 
see that the field for Imam Mahdi’s emergence and the war 
against Dajjal is being prepared. (Similarly, - (T]) the killing of 
Dajjal immediately after the descension of Hadrat ‘]s4 #8) during 
this battle as well as the mass killing of the Jews - which the Jews 
are unknowingly preparing themselves — is before us. Well before 
the time of Rasdlullah 34, | Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Jews 
and they were dispersed all over the world in disgrace. This was 
their condition until approximately 60 years ago. Now, after 
thousands of years, they are coming from all parts of the world to 
Palestine. In other words, they are gathering at the place where 
they will be killed. They are making it apparent that they are busy 
in making the work of the army of Hadrat ‘Isa 84 and Hadrat 
Mahdi .2 very easy. In the words of my honourable father”, 
'where will Hadrat ‘Isa $<! go looking for them throughout the 
world?’ 

We learn that the Jews take Dajjal to be their leader. What 
is surprising to note is that they are waiting for him at the place 
where he will come and be killed - in accordance to the prophesy 
of Rastlullah 4. One of our hosts — Hasan Yisuf, who was 
mentioned many times before — is from among the original 
residents of Palestine. He migrated from there approximately 2S 
to 30 years ago and is now living in Amman. He told us that he 
went to a city called ‘Ludd’ during a tabligh journey to Palestine. 
This city is close to Jerusalem. He saw a big gate called ‘Bab 
Ludd®”’. The Isra’ilt administration wrote the following line on 
this gate, i 





266 Mufti Muhammad Shafi’ a, 
267 The door of Ludd 
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The king of peace (Dajjal) will emerge here 
Now, study a Hadith in which Rasilullah 38 mentioned 
the details of the descent of Hadrat ‘Isa 88) close to Qiydmah. 
This Hadith has been narrated through very authentic chains and 
three sahabah * and one mother of the believers — Hadrat ‘A'isha 
radiyallahu anha - has narrated it. Rasdilullah 3 said, 


cilen c25le gil cen (plas eres. ahid e U ly aS py > alles 
Bal dee ¢ debe spl gene dle 5 


He will look for him until he finds him at Bab Ludd. He will then kill 
him®* 

We traveled in the vehicle of another one of our hosts - 
‘Ali Hasan Ahmad al Bayari, a famous businessperson of Irbid 
who is also linked to the effort of tabligh — in the journey from 
‘Ammin to Irbid. His father is also among the original residents of 
Palestine. In fact, he was a resident of this very 'Ludd’. He 
migrated from there in 1948 and came here (to Irbid) - [T]). ‘Ali 
Hasan Ahmad al Bayari was born here in 1951. Upon return from 
our tour, he hosted us in his magnificent house. In an enjoyable 
discussion, he narrated an incident of his. In 1980, he spent ten 
days in his hometown of Ludd. He said that there is a well at Bab 
Ludd. The Isra’ili administration wanted to destroy this well in 
order to make way for a road. However, bulldozers and other 
machinery could not destroy this well. They were forced to build 
the road around this well. Now, the following line is written there, 


268 ops ‘ 
Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abi Dawad, Jami Tirmidhi, Sunan Ibn Majah, Musnad 
Ahmad 
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This is a historical site 
This very ‘Ali Hasan Ahmad al Bayari told us of his cousin 
who has great interest in the signs of Qiydamah. His cousin went to 
Ludd. He saw a palace there being built by the Isrd’‘ilis for their 
‘king of peace’ (Dajjal). 


A WORTHY ACTION OF MAULANA RAFI’ UD DIN 


ete, 


Hadrat Maulana Rafi ud Din a. - the first principal of Dar ul 

Ulim Deoband and a luminary of the Nagshbandi family - 
migrated to Makkah Mukarramah. He passed away there and is 
buried there too. He came to know of the Hadith in which it was 
mentioned that Rasdlullah 3 gave the keys of the Ka bah to the 
Shaybi family. Therefore, even if all the families of Makkah 
Mukarramah were to be destroyed, the Shaybi family would 
survive until the Day of Qiydmah. 

Subsequently, Maulana Rafi’ ud Din 4 thought of a 
strange plan of action. (He thought — [T]}) that if this family is to 
remain until Qiydmah, then they will definitely still be in existence 
during the era of the emergence of Hadrat Mahdi #%. When 
Hadrat Mahdi -# will emerge, then he will sit leaning against the 
Ka bah while the Muslims will pledge allegiance at his hands. The 
keys of the Ka bah will be with the Shaybi family. So, he took a 
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small Qur'an*”, a sword and wrote a letter addressed to Hadrat 
Mahdi . The subject matter of the letter was as follows, 

'The lowly one, Rafi’ ud Din Deobandi is present in Makkah 
Mu’azzamah. You are busy preparing for jihdd. You have such 
mujahidin with you who will be rewarded like the mujahidin of 
Badr. This Qur'an is a gift to you from Rafi’ ud Din and give this 
sword to one of the mujahidin so that he may participate in the 
battle on my behalf. I will thus be rewarded too, 

I have given these three items to the Shaybi family and I 
have told them that your family will remain until Qiydémah. This is 
a trust for the Mahdi %. When you pass away, then make a 
bequest to those who will replace you. Tell them to make the 
same bequest to those who will come after them. Every 
generation should make this bequest to the next until this trust 
reaches Hadrat Mahdi «#.?” 


THE BEQUEST OF HADRAT ABU HURAYRAH 4 


che bad ye oe ene EB» we dil oy dn Ul ye 
er tis StS ales 3 fog je bl Me 9 jt anary ppl fed g 
pS Bed Gy 5 WA: as dil gd 53 ye gl UE — eld Oy oi LS 
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26° The Urdu word has various translations. One of them is ‘small Qur'an’, 
another is 'a sword belt hung from the shoulders’, and another is 'a necklace of 
flowers’. Allah 38 knows best - [T] 

 Khutbat Hakim ul Islam vol.2 p.98 
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VAN 
It is narrated from Hadrat Abit Hurayrah > - in marfit ‘form — Isa 
bin Maryam will descend and he will break the cross, he will kill the 
pig and abrogate jizya. Allah 8& will destroy Dajjal in his time and 
the word of Allah $ will be established. Hadrat Abi Hurayrah 
says, "Do you not find me advanced in age? My ribs are almost 
touching each other because of old age. It is my desire that my death 
does not come until I do not meet him (Hadrat Isa #5) and I will 
narrate to him the Ahddith of Rasiilullah # and he will verify it. If I 
pass away before meeting him and you meet him, then give the 
message of my salam to him." 


ee 
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DUA' 


We stretch our hands in du @' before Allah 3, asking Him to 

accept this work. May He make it a means of gaining the correct 

recognition of Hadrat Mahdi «#, and may He accept us to raise 

His word together with him (Hadrat Mahdi #5). 

AN Il aT Ab BY yok Lube Cay pall aren aT Ab] ee as ley 
it Deg tomes ly dat Uw all po le NLS al frog cm 

Mahmid Sulayman Hafizji (Bardoli), Makkah Mukarramah - in 


whose precincts this pious servant (Hadrat Mahdi 4s - [T]) will 
emerge in accordance to the glad-tidings of Rasdlullah 3. 


ee 
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Manstrpiri 
72. Nuztl ‘isa Zuhir e Masih of Maulana Idris Kandehlawi 
73. ‘Aqa'id e Islam of Maulana Muhammad Palan Haqqani . 
74. Kitab al Fitan wa Ashrat us SA‘a of ‘Allaah Dani 14: | 
75. ‘Alamat e Qiyamah of Mufti Rafi’ ‘Uthmani 
76. Kitab ul Fitan of Nu‘aym bin Hammad siz. | 
77. Alamat e Qiyamah of Shah Rafi ud Din 32. 
78. Jawahir ul Iman 
79. Jawahir ul Figh 
80. ‘Aqa'id e Islam of Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandehlawi . | 
able, 
81. Radd e Qadiy4niyyat ke Zari Usil 
82. Fighi Jawahir 
83. Malfuzat e Fagih ul Ummah 
84. An Nihayah li Ibn Kathir 
85. Khutbat Hakim ul Islam ‘ 
86. Ap ke Masa'il aur un ka Hal 
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The subject of Mahdi has attracted 
the attention of both Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike worldwide in | 
recent times. Tens of theories have 
| been brought to the fore throughout | 
| history with many people even | 
| deciding on the date of the emergence 
 |of the Mahdi. The author has 
| presented the summary of great 
| research that deals exclusively with 
| the authentic information given by 
1 Rasdlullah 4882 in the Ahadith. He 
has also refuted the false and 
fabricated information put out by 
ignorant individuals and deviated 
groups. Great scholars have lent 
credence to this masterpiece. Allah 
SIE) willing, it will serve to inform, 


enlighten and inspire. 
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